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Parent Robin Swinth (far left) and some of the summer stu-
dents from Beth Ami Community Nursery School reach out and 
hope the healing touch of their peace flags bring comfort and 
caring to the Bennett Valley woman and her child who were 
attacked earlier this year. Many thanks to members of the lo-
cal community who showed tremendous support for this fam-
ily.  If you would like to give tzedakah to the family please 
contact our Nursery School Director, Jean Rudy (far right).                                                                                    
photo by Nikki Burke

Benny 
Friedman
June 4, 
1918 - 
July 8, 
2008 
“Benny had 
a wonderful 
sense of humor, 
achieved many 
philanthropic 
endeavors, and always respected everyone. He 
had a great love for fellow human beings and 
especially his family.”
Press Democrat obituary Peace flags offer hope and healing

Rabbi’s Remarks
Rabbi George Schlesinger
I sit as my desk on the second day back from my mini-sabbatical 
and have taken the time away to reflect on many aspects of my life. 
Many of you know that I chose to bike ride from New Orleans to 
Minneapolis…a total of nearly 1800 miles.  During the ride there 
was lots of time to consider what I do and who I am.
continued on page 3

Melissa’s Musings
Melissa Bloom, Executive Director
I’m so excited to be here and a part of the Beth Ami community. 
Over the last five months the membership has been so welcoming and 
warm. I have enjoyed working for Beth Ami and most of all being 
part of this community.
continued on page 11
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Personnel
Rabbi George Schlesinger    360-3004
rabbi@bethamisr.org
Melissa Bloom, Executive Director  360-3011
execdirec@bethamisr.org

Sharon Benson, USY Advisor  478-2663
Sharon@pacbell.com
Rick Concoff, Chaverim Director  823-3916
concoff@yahoo.com
Karen Gould, Newsletter   360-3000
newsletter@bethamisr.org
Elizabeth Jarlsberg, Adminstrative Support 360-3000
office@bethamisr.org
Yaakov Mossman, Bookkeeper  360-3012
bookkeeper@bethamisr.org
Gabor Por, Librarian    849-7682
library@bethamisr.org
Susy Raful & Helen Margolese, Gift Shop 360-3022
Jean Rudy, Nursery School Director  360-3030
ns@bethamisr.org
Ruth Turner, Friedman Center Director 360-3021
ruth@friedmaneventcenter.com

Call the office at 360-3000 to leave a message for: 
♦Patty Bernstein, Torah/Haftarah Readings 
♦Francie Rogovin, Kitchen Manager
♦Andrea Nett, Catering Director

Congregation Beth Ami
4676 Mayette Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
Telephone:  (707) 360-3000
Fax:  (707) 360-3003 
Email:  office@BethAmiSR.org                                  
Website: www.BethAmiSR.org 

Hours of Operation
Beth Ami Main Office
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Library
Monday - Thursday: 3:45 - 6 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 - 12:15 p.m.
Gift Shop
Open by appointment in August.

Officers and Board of Directors 
2008-2009

Deadline for September Shofar: August 15
All editorial submissions must be received in the Shofar box in 
the Beth Ami office or via email on or before the deadline. All 
submissions are subject to editing for clarity, brevity and 
content.   Please submit articles as Microsoft Word documents via 
email attachments.  Contact Karen Gould, Editor, at 360-3000 or 
at newsletter@bethamisr.org  with corrections, concerns or ques-
tions.

The Shofar is a periodical issued monthly except for a combined 
June & July issue. It is published by Congregation Beth Ami, 
4676 Mayette Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95405.  All members in 
good standing receive the periodical free. Yearly subscriptions are 
$25.00. 
This month’s issue is: Volume 13, Issue 11
Issue Date: August 1, 2008 

Congregation Beth Ami Mission Statement
Through celebration, learning, prayer and community, 
we seek to enrich our lives, transform our hearts,
 help heal the world and sustain our Jewish heritage.

Congregation Beth Ami Vision
A vibrant, growing campus for Jewish living where
the joys of Jewish values and rituals are made accessible and 
relevant to the everyday lives of our members.  A flourishing, 
prospering congregation enjoying the wholehearted  support, 
commitment and involvement of all our members.

President, Patty Bernstein, basberyl@sonic.net
Past President, Andy Fleming, andyflem@gmail.com
VP for Administration, Susan Kleinbort, sbcooperdds@
hotmail.com
VP for Facilities, David Ballo, david_ballo@agilent.com
VP for Facilities, Bonnie Boren, b_boren@sbcglobal.net
VP for Youth and Education, Jane Rogan, 
jane@summit-sr.com
Treasurer, Henry Cohn, henry_s_cohn@yahoo.com 
Library Committee Chair, Susanne Batzdorff, 
sbatz@sonic.net 
Membership Committee Chair, Richard Kahn, 
earthin@sonic.net
Nursery School Liaison, Birgit Sacher, 
Nursery School Liaison, teamsacher@sbcglobal.net
Religious Practices Committee Chair, Susan Miller, 
nursesue@sonic.net
Nancy Daniels, contact@sonic.net
Fredika Gross, fredrika@pacbell.net
Barbara McGee, barbara.mcgee@ffic.com
Mark Rosen, (860) 202-8953
Rabbi George Schlesinger, 
Member Ex Officio, rabbi@bethamisr.org
Melissa Bloom, 
Member Ex Officio, execdirec@bethamisr.org
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Rabbi’s RemaRks
Rabbi George Schlesinger

continued from front page

I chose not to divulge my profession until the very end 
because I’ve learned over the years that interpersonal dynamics 
change and openness is stifled as soon as people know they’re 
in the presence of “the clergy.”  And as part of a minority reli-
gion, there’s a great deal of curiosity about Judaism, Israel, and 
Middle East politics that pulls me back into my professional 
role and makes it difficult to truly be away from the “job.”  
I’ve done this before on vacations, but they’ve been of shorter 
duration and I usually had to interact with others only a meal 
times…or perhaps not at all.  On the ride, however, I was with 
others for hours as we rode and at two meals daily.  And while 
I was able to maintain the pretense of holding some other 
profession (non-profit fundraising), I found myself somewhat 
ashamed of hiding “my true identity.”  I began to understand 
what Moses and Esther must have felt like when they hid their 
identities.  Moses, after saving Jethro’s daughters from the 
shepherds at the well, the heard the girls saying, “An Egyptian 
rescued us.”  Apparently he kept quiet.  And we know the story 
of Esther and how it wasn’t until Haman threatened the entire 
Jewish population that she revealed her true identity.

Both of them lived in fear of their lives.  Because Moses 
killed the taskmaster, Pharaoh sought his life.  In Persia, the 
position of the Jews was precarious and so Mordechai coun-
seled Esther to hide her identity.  I had no such pressure, yet I 
chose to keep quiet.  I didn’t even make an issue about being 
Jewish (the two other Jewish riders were much more open) 
although it came out over the course of the four weeks.

While I enjoyed the “freedom” that this ruse provided, I 
also found myself missing that part of me that has come to be 
so integral to my being.  “Rabbi” means teacher, and while I 
wanted “the break” from what I’ve been doing for 31 years 
since ordination (and for nine years before that as a Hebrew 
School teacher), I missed the exhilaration of teaching.  I 
missed the opportunities to teach, to interpret, to explain, and 
to share.  While I enjoyed the break from my usual routines, I 
found myself missing my Intro to Judaism class, my Adult Bar/
Bat Mitzvah class, my Bible and my Talmud classes, and my 
Shabbat morning Torah discussions.  I truly came to appreciate 
not only what I think I have to offer, but also what I regularly 
learn from all my students…both formal and informal.

And just as I have yet to decide if I would even attempt 
another such ride (this same company holds a West Coast, an 
East Coast, and three different Cross-Country rides), I haven’t 
yet decided if I would maintain the ruse or if I would “come 
clean” from the outset.  I’m still trying to work this out in my 
mind.

The second most important aspect of this trip was the 
physical challenge that the ride presented.  The pre-trip in-
formation indicated that to be “fit” for the ride, one should be 
riding many miles for several months building up to 300-350 
miles per week.  Not only didn’t I have months before the ride 
(I only decided at the end of February and the ride was mid-
May), but two of the last four weeks before the ride were spent 
on the Kosher for Passover Cruise upon which I served as the 
rabbi.  A cruise is not exactly conducive to serious physical 
training.  So for the six weeks before the cruise I was in the 
gym every weekday morning by 6:30 pedaling the stationary 
bike for 2 to 3 hours and on the cruise I sat at the bikes for 1 
to 2 hours.  Still, I was quite anxious about my conditioning 
as the ride began.  The first three days were relatively short 
(65-70 miles) and the terrain in Louisiana was quite flat along 
the levees and the delta.  But then the distances increased and 
the terrain became more difficult.  Day 4 was the first of five 
“centuries” (100 miles or more)…a distance I had never before 
ridden in one day.  Determined to prove to myself that I was 
able to do this (there was no need to prove it to anyone else), 
I found myself generally keeping pace with the leaders.

Oh, there were much stronger riders who could easily 
have ridden circles around the rest of us, but each day I found 
myself getting stronger and more confident.  I found that the 
daily mileage projections were nothing to be afraid of, that I 
had the ability to achieve this goal.  Never before had I taken 
on such a physical challenge and there was a great feeling of 
accomplishment as we rode into the motel on the last (and in 
many ways, the most difficult) day of the ride.

Some days were beautiful; other days were stormy and 
rainy.  Still, we were out there on the bikes giving it everything 
we had.  As riders often say: “The worst day on the bike is 
better than the best day in the office.”

We were lucky in the timing of the ride, because two 
weeks later in the month the flooding along the Mississippi 
River would probably have forced us to abort the ride (as it 
did several years ago due to Hurricane Katrina).  I’m proud of 
my t-shirt proclaiming “Up the Lazy River…the Great Mis-
sissippi Ride 1767 miles, 55,350 feet of climbing.”  It was a 
wonderful way to spend 25 days.

So, now the first half of the sabbatical is over (the second 
half to come in 2010) and I’m glad to be back at Beth Ami.  
I’ve missed my teaching; I’ve missed 
my involvement with the community; 
I’ve missed all of you.  I return with 
a renewed sense of commitment and 
dedication to Beth Ami and the Jew-
ish community.  Now it’s time to dig 
into the second half of the summer 
and our preparations for the High 
Holy Days.
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  Events & Announcements

Ongoing programs at 
Congregation Beth Ami
♦IsrAeli Folk DAncing, Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Friedman 
Center. For more info contact Leanne Schy at 528-4874 or 
Leanne@sonic.net.

♦BiBle stuDy with rABBi schlesinger, Tuesdays,
10 a.m.

♦TorAh & tAlmuD stuDy with rABBi schlesinger, 
Thursdays, 7 p.m. Friedman Center Board Room

Mazal tov to Gabor and Anya Por, 
parents, and Rick Concoff, grandfather, 
on the birth of Stella Jozefin Por. 

Luach orders anyone? 
What is the Luach? It is a special Jewish calendar which lists 
in detail  “the order of prayers, blessings,Torah and Haftorah 
readings for synagogue and home.” It is published by United 
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and the Rabbinical 
Assembly. It includes explicit instructions for practices and 
observances for Shabbat, holidays and special occasions 
throughout the Jewish year.

We will be ordering copies for the coming Jewish year 
5769 for anyone interested. The price is approximately $15.00 
- $18.00.  If you would like to have a copy, please call Susanne 
Batzdorff (707/538-9731) or e-mail her at (sbatz@sonic.net) 
by August 5.
 

Book discussion group
Our final meeting of the year was a traditional potluck luncheon 
combined with a discussion of Malika Oufkir’s autobiographi-
cal book Freedom. The discussion leader was Vivian Salmon, 
and the meal was as delicious as ever. Our group will hold a 
planning meeting for next season, our 26th, on Wednesday, 
August 6 at 10 a.m. in the library. If anyone has recom-
mendations of suitable titles, please bring them to the meeting 
or call or e-mail me: Susanne Batzdorff, 
538-9731 or sbatz@sonic.net.  

Rosh Chodesh recipes need-
ed! The Rosh Chodesh Moon Ma-
vens are asking all of you to submit 
your best recipes for a new cook-
book. Please send in your signature 
dishes, your bubbe’s favorites, your 
special holiday dishes as well as 
great everyday recipes. We are look-
ing for recipes for everything from 

appetizers to dessert courses. If your recipe has a special 
story or a remembrance, include it also. Please send no more 
than five recipes each so every good cook can have a chance 
to show off their culinary expertise. Look over recipes be-
fore you send them to check for measurement accuracy. We 
don’t want to add 1/4 cup pepper instead of 1/4 teaspoon of 
pepper! Recipes can be emailed to the Beth Ami office, of-
fice@bethamisr.org. They also can be sent or dropped off to 
the synagogue office. 
Thanks and Bon Appetit!

The Beth Ami community offers 
sincere condolences to:
Sharon Benson on the death of her grandfather.

Bill and Suzie Friedman, Harry & Edith Friedman, and 
Debbie Chapman on the death of Benny Friedman.

Evey and Deanna Abramowitz and their families 
on the death of their son and brother, Norman.

Anya Por joins administration
Congregation Beth Ami is excited to announce our newest 
employee to our team, Anya Por.  Anya has a BA in Re-
ligious Studies from UC Santa Barbara. Her professional 
background is in small business and non-profit work, in-
cluding adoption, child advocacy and interfaith commu-
nities. She was also assistant to the editor of Pitome Pub-
lishing, a Santa Barbara based company that produces 
Jewish home activities and religious school curriculum. 
She has extensive experience in a variety of administra-
tive, technical and design applications. Anya, daughter of 
local educator Rick Concoff, grew up in Sonoma county 
and has a newborn daughter, Stella, with her husband, 
our own librarian, Gabor Por.  We are excited for Anya to 
join our administration staff.  She will be assisting with 
the admistration of the Religious School and helping with 
some general office support.  Please come by and wel-
come Anya and Stella to our team.
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Funds available for Jewish education
Mark Rosen, CJEEF Coordinator
 The Children’s Jewish Education Endowment Fund (CJEEF) 
has funds available to distribute as stipends to provide 
students and faculty with Jewish educational opportunities.

Requests for financial assistance during the 2008-2009 
congregational school year can be submitted to the synagogue 
office Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. until Erev Rosh 
Hashanah (September 29, 2008).

Please include:
Information about the desired program `
Its cost  `
The benefit of attending `
The amount requested ($300-$500) `

You can submit a one-page letter with the above 
information or call the office and request a Dedicated Fund 
Request Form.

Recipients will be notified by Erev Hoshana Rabbah 
(October 20, 2008).

Please consider furthering your child’s Jewish education, 
or your own, if a Jewish educator.

  Events & Announcements

eScrip report
The results are in for the first five months of 2008 …
our net contribution to Beth Ami from eScrip so far is 
$921.60. This compares to $355.79 in 2007, $540.14 in 
2006 and $446.92 in 2005. We’re still on track to have 
our biggest year yet! We appreciate all of you who have 
contributed to this VERY easy fundraiser. But there is 
great potential to earn even more money for Beth Ami, 
which is especially important in this strained economy. 
If you haven’t signed up yet (what’s stopping you??), 
go to www.eScrip.com and designate Congregation 
Beth Ami in Santa Rosa, ID#136921119 to receive 
contributions.  Then just register your Safeway club 
card, Macy’s card and other credit or debit cards that 
you might use at participating merchants. 
Don’t forget that if you are 
already doing eScrip with 
your school, you can split 
your contribution with Beth 
Ami. If you need help to sign 
up, contact Nancy Sherman at 
538-9388 or enshermn@pacbell.
net. 

My heartfelt thanks to 
my many friends who 
generously contributed 
to Beth Ami funds in 
honor of my birthday.                                                                                                                      
Sylvia Sucher

As my presidency comes to an end, I wish to thank all of you 
who have served as officers or Board members, or work on 
Beth Ami’s staff, or who perform volunteer tasks for the syna-
gogue. In addition, I thank and acknowledge the people who 
provide you with support and encouragement – your families, 
spouses, and loved ones. Your time and energy is valuable. 
I appreciate that you devote some of it to Beth Ami, often at 
the expense of those at home. 

I also want to thank all of you who are members of Beth 
Ami. It has been a pleasure and privilege to represent and work 
with you. I encourage all of you to find ways to participate 
in our community, and to give your support to those who 
continue to work for Congregation Beth Ami.  Many thanks.
Andy Fleming
CBA President – July 2005 to July 2008

I’d like to thank all those members of the congregation who 
helped out in my absence: those who lead the davening as 
well as those who taught my classes.  In addition, I’d like to 
thank Rabbi Tsvi Bar-David, Rabbi Paul Freedman, and Rabbi 
Adam Stein who also were kind enough to conduct services 
during the past three months.  And to the members of Beth 
Ami who were gracious in welcoming these guests, I’d like 
to say “thanks.”  I believe Beth Ami is special in the way we 
warmly greet newcomers and visitors and I understand that 
warmth was extended to these rabbis as well.
Rabbi George Schlesinger

The 2008-2009 
Religious school committee 
is currently being formed. 

If you are interested in finding out more 
about this vital parent committee, 

please contact Jane Rogan, 
jane@summit-sr.com
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New Year card 
kickoff!
This year we are 
featuring a selec-
tion of Rosh 
Hashanah cards 
from the Jewish 

Museum in New York. Come on in for the 
kickoff on September 7! 

Hours
Beginning September 7th, the hours will be:
Tuesday and Thursday, 3-5:00 pm 
Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

During August the gift shop will be open by 
appointment only.

The Gift Shop is 
located in the Friedman Center.

Israel from the Left Coast
Bob Raful and Miriam Wald

Rosalie passes 
the torch
For over twenty 
years Rosalie Sch-
weit  has contrib-
uted her immense 
knowledge and 
talent to promot-
ing, organizing 
and operating the Beth Ami Gift Shop. After 
turning over the hands-on operation of the 
shop, she continued, ably assisted by Elaine 
Golemb, as the expert for invitation printing 
services available to our community. She has 
decided that it is time to pass on this final 
function. A simple THANK YOU is inad-
equate to express the gratitude of  our entire 
Beth Ami family to  a true MAVEN!

Congregation 

Beth ami 

Judaica 
gift Shop

Unless I am there, these columns, of necessity, are from secondary 
published sources—not this time!  I have just had an enthusiastic 
first-hand report from Miriam Wald, who just returned from a month 
in Israel (Husband Danny Pickar spent two weeks with her).

Miriam told me that she had not traveled in Israel since 1980. 
Since then she promised herself, “…By the time I turn 50, I will 
return. So this trip was my 50th birthday gift to myself.”

She went with two objectives: “ Look for the ‘Old Israel’ I 
knew; and use the trip as a “goat mission” (Miriam has pet goats 
and knows all about “goat mystique.”

Miriam found it difficult to meet her goals—but not impossible. 
She explains:

“It was not easy to find the “Old Israel.,” i.e. the rural pioneer 
lifestyle; many farms with agriculture and livestock. It has evolved 
into a high tech society, with “western ways” and more private 
ownership.”  Having said that, she then gave me several examples 
of “Old Israel” she DID find: A visit to the Old Flea Market in Jaffa, 
most stalls run by Persian Jews (contrasted with a more “modern” 
flea market one finds in Jerusalem, run by Israeli Arab businessmen); 
an old Moshav called Bat Sholomo, in the lower Galil-a one block 
remnant of old stone houses, with a little museum of artifacts of 
family history from generations who came there years ago.

And, behind the old stone houses, a big pasture with goats, 
sheep and some cows.

The last example was her stay at Kibbutz Ein Gedi (where she 
spent four months many years ago, as a Young Judea year-long stu-
dent). Although some of the facilities have become private property, 
the communal mode is still alive in the Guest House operation—and 
here she saw a contrast between old and new i.e. the young Israelis 
were glued to an big outdoor screen featuring World Cup soccer; a 
group of Yemenite Jews (in Israel since the 50s) enjoying a noisy 
hand-clapping concert of their traditional music; and a Russian group 
(from the 90s) silently following the somber melodies of a Russian 
Chamber Music CD.

And, as for the “goat mission.” Miriam and her best friend, 
Sharon, who made aliyah 30 years ago, sought out every goat farm 
in Israel – from North near Sfad to the Negev, south of Beersheva, 
including a strange hermit who has goats and a hidden storage cave 
on the outskirts of Jerusalem, within sight of the Hadassah Hospital 

in Ein Kerem. Sharon wanted to 
taste all the different versions of 
goat cheese and Miriam wanted 
to check out the variety of goats 
in  the land she loves.

Now there is a fiftieth birthday 
celebration for you!
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Literary Lines
Gabor Por, Librarian

As the library is gearing up for the year 5769, or if you prefer 
the next school year, we are taking stock of what we need to 
serve the community even better than we did in the past. We 
already have great books, movies, music and enthusiasm. 
What we need is you to tell us what you would like to see 
happening in the library. Drop us a line any time with your 
ideas, requests, and questions: library@bethamisr.org or 
360-3006.

For example, we would like to expand our open hours, so 
you could come in when it is the most convenient for you. To 
accomplish this we need more volunteers. If you like to help 
people, if you like books and if you can volunteer your time 
regularly please join our small but eager team.

We also need funding to ensure our continued existence 
and develop new programs. Some of the ideas we entertain if 
we have the funds include inviting authors to lecture or read 
from their books, installing a modern computer for the patrons 
to use with Internet connection and built-in DVD player, 
creating, indexing, digitizing and maintaining an archive of 
the synagogue records and documents from the beginning to 
date, purchasing more movies on DVD and current Israeli fic-
tion… As you see there is no shortage of ideas it is a question 
of finances. We are asking for your contribution to support 
bringing to fruition any or all of these ideas. If you would like 
to sponsor a specific cause or program we can work out the 
details with you. We are also grateful for any donation you 
can offer to the library to use at our own discretion.

Meanwhile the library’s summer filmclub was so 
successful that we extended it to the month of August. 
We listened to our patrons and moved the movie night to 
Wednesdays, so it’s not a conflict with the Rabbi’s Torah/
Talmud class on Thursdays. Here is the schedule:

August 6: Walk on Water (2004) [Rated R] - Following 
the suicide of his wife, an Israeli intelligence agent is assigned 
to befriend the grandchildren of a Nazi war criminal.

August 13: Edges of the Lord (2001) [Rated R] - 12-
year-old Jewish boy hides with a family of Catholic peasant 
farmers to escape the Nazis.

August 20: Monsieur Ibrahim (2003) [Rated R] - In 
Paris, a Turkish shop owner befriends a Jewish boy in his 
mid-teens.

August 27: Keeping Up With the Steins (2006) [Rated 
PG13] - The story of a 13-year-old boy who uses his upcoming 
Bar Mitzvah to reconcile the strained relationship between 
his father and grandfather.

Follow the blog for advance information about the mov-
ies, book reviews and news from the life of the library. We 
have over 100 posts already at: http://www.bethamisr.org/
library.

August Anniversaries
2 Joelle & Mark Burnette
2 Carol Newman & Brad Wardwell
5 Michael & Sheri Haiman
6 Gary & Barbara Greensweig
8 Adolf & Sarah Tyutinman
10 Jonathon Lipsin & Susy Boimoil
11 Michael & Lauren Newman
11 Verne & Raynore Paule
12 Ethan & Michelle Glaubiger
12 Brian & Fredrika Gross
12 Dan & Blair Pleasant
13 Jonathan & Valerie Kreger
16 Bill & Kim Cordell
22 Lawrence & Judith Wallcave
24 Les & Rosalie Schweit
25 Sanford & JoAnne Bressick
25 Len & Elly Cohen
27 Jeanne & Kit Crump

August Birthdays
1 Dylan Cohen
1 David Root
1 Tad Shapiro
3 Shari Kafton
3 Rieve Rockwell
4 Suzie Friedman
4 Lisa Hirschmann
4 Robert Schilling
6 Elsie Rich
6 Joyce Zenick
7 Mortimer Weiss
8 Howard Moss
8 Mark Rosen
10 Jonathan Kreger
10 Marilyn Salsman-Stockfleth
10 Pat Thomas
11 Mark Sutter
12 Beverley Cohen
12 Lyla Nathan
12 Robin Winning
14 Sasha LaHaye
14 Francie Rogovin
14 Stuart Schy
15 Michael Shapiro
16 Sydney Perlman
17 Susy Boimoil
17 Donald Crump
17 Carol Newman-Wardwell
21 Gabor Por
24 Jodi Cohen
24 Vivian Frye
24 Jonathon Lipsin

24 Signe Minuskin
24 Lee Wolfe
25 Susan Miller
26 Marc Bernstein
27 Gregory Sacher
29 Larry Klapow
29 Paul Kobetz
31 Randy Mann

Anniversaries & Birthdays
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We enter our second year of Chaverim, a joint Jewish 
teen program sponsored by Shomrei Torah and Beth 
Ami.  We look forward to a great enrollment, some 
great learning and exciting events.

  Chaverim is a Jewish teen educational/social 
program which offers Jewish teens in Sonoma 
County an opportunity to gather together by grade 
level several times per month to enjoy dinner, lively 
discussion as well as some good old-fashioned fun.

  I direct the program with the support of a great 
committee, both Rabbis, the presidents and Executive 
Directors of both synagogues.  Together we bring the 
dreams of our program to life and Jewish identity 
grows and grows.

 If you know a Jewish teen inside of or outside 
of the synagogue community, please forward their 
contact information to me or give them my contact 
information,concoff@yahoo.com or 823-3916.

 Events and meetings kickoff the last week of 
August and go through May.  We have social events, 
campouts, Shabbatons, dances, outings and much 
more!
  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity.

We have just come to the end of another year of Tot Shabbat. We will 
resume with our program in September ’08 with the beginning of the 
academic school year. 

Although our attendance has been on the lower side, 6-8 people on 
average, so much yiddishkeit and warmth was generated in our time 
together. My commitment to the Tot Shabbat program is to provide 
the highest quality of experience that I can, regardless of how many 
people attend.

Tot Shabbat is a Jewish experience for young children and their 
families together. We have had the naches of visits from older children 
who used to attend the program. 

They are so proud to lead parts of our prayer service and to share 
their anecdotes with us.  To witness our graduates singing the shema 
for example, with so much pride, always brings tears to my eyes.

I am looking forward to the opportunity to continue being “Tot 
Shabbat Lauren” a role that I cherish. I wish to extend an open invita-
tion to anyone in the community to feel warmly invited to come to Tot 
Shabbat, no matter what your age!

Before I sign off, I would like to offer my thanks to some spe-
cific individuals and the community at large. Firstly, I thank Rabbi 
Schlesinger for his ongoing support of our program. Secondly, I wish 
to thank Melissa Bloom, our new executive director, for her interest 
and enthusiasm in our program. I’m looking forward to collaborating 
with Melissa to enhancing and developing our program more, in the 
future.  All of us at Tot Shabbat, adult and child alike, are most ap-
preciative of Francie Rogovin, our loyal Shabbat fairy, who brings 
us grape juice, challah, little Torahs for our prayer service and most 
importantly,  tootsie rolls, a special Shabbat treat. Francie we thank 
you for your delicious Shabbat delivery of goodies and our blessings 
and love to you. 

Last, but not least, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks and extra 
special fairy dust wishes to our Beth Ami shulgoers. You have literally 
welcomed me and our Tot Shabbat families with open arms and so much 
love. I am indebted to you with personal and professional gratitude. 
From a programmatic point of view, what a lovely extension to join 
the rest of the community for lunch after Tot Shabbat to schmooze, 
make new connections and share food. On a personal note, you are 
the “temple of my familiar.” (I’m stealing the title of Alice Walker’s 
book). I’ve always had such a welcoming, supportive and nurturing 
experience of going to shul. To see this “tradition” continued strikes 
a deep chord in my heart. I love to see the elders of the community 
embracing our future generations.

My wish is that others will come and experience the nurturing 
and special Shabbos that Beth Ami offer to all who enters its gates.

Blessings and love to you’ all,
Lauren
P.S.  I would be terribly remiss in not mentioning my warm 

thanks to Lizzie Jarlsberg in the shul office who prints our monthly 
Tot Shabbat flyers. 

 

Letter from Lauren
Lauren Kalmanson, NS Educator
Tot Shabbat Leader

Chaverim
Rick Concoff, Program Director

May Convention Memories

Do you think of them?
We will miss them

We will always have sweet memories
I will never forget how much fun we had

I hope we meet again in Israel 
It will be hard not to cry
But I will say goodbye

We will miss the seniors
All the sweet memories

By Kayla Cutler, SCUSY member
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Celebrate, Remember, 
Fight Back Against Cancer:
Support the Relay for Life®
Do you know someone who has cancer or have you had a 
loved one die of cancer? The American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life® is an opportunity to celebrate and remem-
ber them, and to fight back against cancer by taking part in 
the largest not-for-profit fundraising event in the world.

Relay is a 24-hour event, usually held on a high-school 
track. Teams of 8-15 people camp out from 10 a.m. Saturday 
to 10 a.m. Sunday, and each team has at least one person on 
the track at all times.

Begun in 1985, when Dr. Gordy Klatt raised $27,000 from 
his friends while walking/running for 24 hours in Tacoma, 
Washington, Relay has raised more than $2.5 billion for cancer 
research and care.

A moving feature of every Relay is the Survivor’s Lap–
–the first lap when cancer survivors, in purple T-shirts, form 
a river of purple flowing around the track. All survivors are 
invited to take part in Relay and will receive a free T-shirt. 
While not required, pre-registration is encouraged.

Also deeply moving is the Luminaria ceremony at dusk 
when thousands of personalized candle-lit paper bags, placed 
around the track in memory of those lost to cancer or in honor 
of cancer survivors, are lit.

SCUSY will have a team in this year’s Santa Rosa Relay, 
as will I. Please help us fight back by joining one of our teams 
or donating to a team. Contact me at 526-9864 or Sharon 
Benson at 478-2663.

© Copyright Tish Levee, 2008. All rights reserved.

Nursery School News
Jean Rudy, NS Director

Our eight-week summer session comes to a close August 
8. The weather was good to us except for the smoke. We 
adjusted our outdoor time daily to be in the healthiest air 
possible for limited amounts of time. The children enjoyed 
their time with us. Friends came and went throughout the 
summer bringing new ideas and increased depth and mean-
ing in their play. Our summer program continued our phi-
losophy of emergent curriculum. The generally lower sum-
mer enrollment translates into an increased opportunity to 
explore and develop the children’s ideas to a greater extent. 
The maturity of the children at this time of the year and the 
quality of relationship they have built with each other over 
the previous academic school year results in an intimate at-
mosphere. The extension of the relationship they have built 
with each other over the school year is a key quality of our 
summer program. The summer creates rich opportunities 
for mixed age play resulting in increased options to expand 
their social network and play options. During the summer 
we continue to enjoy our Friday celebration of Shabbat. Our 
children bake challah, host a Shabbat sing along with bless-
ings over the lit candles, grape juice and challah, just as we 
do during the school year.

After a two-week break all staff will return to set up and 
prepare for the coming school year. Our twos program is fully 
enrolled. The threes and fours age range has a few openings. 
I am excited that one of our congregants, Evey Abramowitz, 
will be reading with the children during the school year. If 
you are interested in volunteering at the Nursery School 
please visit me at the Nursery School office. There are a few 
necessary steps of the licensing regulations to complete before 
volunteering but we would love to have you share your talents 
with the children. Your presence and donations are always 
appreciated and directly benefit our children.

I will return to school with a new name, as I will have 
married John Goulart this August. It will take awhile to 
become accustomed to my new name, Jean Goulart. When 
you see my new name you will know we did not hire a new 
director. John and I look forward to seeing you at the Friday 
night Shabbat dinners.

Mark your calendar on November 8, 2008 for the Beth 
Ami Community Nursery School Live/Silent Auction An-
nual Fundraiser in the Friedman Center. We are now in the 
planning stages for this fabulous event of delectable cuisine, 
wine tasting, music and dancing. There will be an auction 
of great merchandise donated by community businesses and 
families all to benefit our children at Beth Ami Community 
Nursery School. Please accept our invitation to our deliciously 
tempting, fabulously fun Saturday evening event this fall.
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I went off to college and explored my artistic talent, attend-
ing school for graphic design. After several years of trying to 
enjoy what I was doing I realized that the only thing I loved 
to do was work as a USY Advisor – which I did for over 10 
years – and teach Religious School, which I had been doing 
since I started as a 13-year-old teacher assistant.I decided to 
stop school and explore more and decide what I really wanted 
to do with my life.

After four years of being a Youth Director and the Re-
gional Kadima Director for Pinwheel Region and managing 
a photography studio, I decided that I knew what I wanted to 
do. I had a mentor as a USYer and always said I would be like 
her and have her job. That was Sheri Cordova the Executive 
Director in Portland.

I moved to Los Angeles and finished my Bachelors in Jew-
ish Studies and two Masters degrees – my MBA in Nonprofit 
Management and a Masters in Jewish Communal Studies – at 
the University of Judaism, now called American Jewish Uni-
versity. Originally I was only going to do my Masters in Jew-
ish Communal Studies, but then realized that in order to run a 
synagogue effectively, I not only needed the Jewish education 
and knowledge; I also needed the business and managements 
skills that I learned in my MBA program.

Working in synagogue life is, as you can see, a deep pas-
sion of mine, something I have been doing since I became a 
Bat Mitzvah. I have worked in Reform, Conservative and even 
Orthodox synagogues, from being a Camp Director at Stephen 
S. Wise Temple, to Assistant Director of the Friday Night Live 
program at Sinai Temple, both in Los Angeles. I have worked 
with children all the way to the 95-year-old women, Patsy, I 
adopted as my grandmother when I worked in an assisted/
independent Jewish living home.

I’m so happy to be working now with so many amazing, 
talented and passionate people here at Congregation Beth 
Ami and hope that together we can continue to make Beth 
Ami a success.

Thank you and I hope to be able to meet each of you more 
in my tenure here at Beth Ami.

Melissa’s Musings
Melissa Bloom, Executive Director

I wanted to take this time to address the membership with 
a bit of history about myself. There are some new faces in 
the room for me – although there are some familiar faces as 
well – but not many of you know where I come from and my 
personal and professional history.

I was born and partially raised on Long Island, New York. 
When I turned eleven my family decided to move to Portland, 
Oregon. My parents wanted a better living environment for 
us and they were tired of New York. I lived in the suburbs of 
Portland in West Linn. When I started middle school there, I 
was the first and only Jewish person my peers had ever met. 
This was very hard for me. I had grown up knowing I was 
Jewish, watching my older siblings have a bar and bat mitzvah, 
attending High Holiday services, and celebrating Passover, 
possibly a Shabbat or two in there as well. I had been in He-
brew School in New York, although in the process of the move 
I had not attended for almost a year.

Now I was asked questions left and right about what being 
Jewish meant. What did we do? What does Kosher mean, and 
where were my horns? At 11 years old I never asked myself 
these questions nor did I know the answers.

My family went shul shopping in Portland in order to 
find a place for me to have my Bat Mitzvah and we became 
members of the Conservative Synagogue, Neveh Shalom. 
I then had about a year to prepare for my Bat Mitzvah, and 
relearn Hebrew. It was a very challenging year for me, but my 
mom forced me to go to Kadima and the sleep away camp in 
Tumwater, Washington, Camp Solomon Schechter. I would 
like to say that after Kadima and camp the rest is history. I had 
found my outlet. Camp taught me the answers to my school 
friends’ questions, and Kadima gave me a time to not have 
those questions asked.

I fell in love with Judaism. By the time I was in high school 
I had asked my family to keep a kosher home, which they did. 
Ironically, they ordered our meat from Oakland Kosher twice a 
year. My family became so involved in the synagogue that, at 
one time, my parents and I held the presidencies of the Men’s 
Club, Sisterhood and USY. By the end of high school I even 
asked my dad to have a Bar Mitzvah, which he never had 
as a child, and which he performed in its entirety. I finished 
USY by running for International Board. Judaism was a part 
of my everyday life and I found and knew what being Jewish 
was to me.

I applied and was accepted for the University of Ju-
daism my freshman year of college, but at the time, my 
parents did not believe that a career in synagogue life was 
what you do; the synagogue was where you volunteered your 
time.
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Press Democrat columnist
Chris Smith on Brian Frye 
 
YOU A LAWYER? If so, you’ll better appreciate why ‘92 
Santa Rosa High grad Brian Frye is pretty much walking on 
air.

Brian, 33 and an associate attorney with the New York 
law firm of Sullivan & Cromwell, earlier this year published a 
law-review article on the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1939 decision 
on the Second Amendment.But that’s not the coolest part.

When Justice Antonin Scalia wrote the majority opinion 
in the recent blockbuster decision affirming Americans’ right 
to keep guns for self-defense, he cited Brian’s article.

Attorneys know that’s a huge deal because Supreme Court 
justices normally cite the writings of established academics, 
not junior law associates.

“It was certainly a very happy surprise,” said Brian, who 
as a Panther sang for Dan Earle and ran cross-country. His 
dad. Dr. Stephen Frye, was Sonoma County ‘s mental health 
director from 1977 to ‘81.

For the record, Brian’s article neither promoted nor 
condemned gun ownership, but concluded — to Scalia’s lik-
ing — that the highcourt’s ‘39 decision did little to set legal 
precedence on the issue.

Said Brian’s beaming mom, Santa Rosan Vivian Frye, 
“The community can be proud of him.”

Tikkun Olam––Repairing the World. With gas nearing 
$5.00 a gallon in places and the driest spring on record, 
here are some more tips for saving gas and water.
•  Drive at or below the speed limit. Every 10 mph you 
drive over 60 mph reduces fuel economy by 4 mpg for 
the average family car. That’s like paying $5.84 instead of 
$5.00 a gallon for gas. And, for every 100 miles you drive, 
each 10 mph over 60 mph adds nearly 12 lbs. of CO2 to 
the atmosphere, but you only save about 14 minutes.
•  Maintain steady speeds, slow to a stop, and avoid jack-
rabbit acceleration to save 5% to 10% on gas.
•  Try a weight loss plan. Get rid of all the unnecessary 
stuff you carry around in the trunk and back seat to save 
1 mpg for every 100 lbs you lose.
•  Don’t run the water when brushing teeth, washing hands 
or shaving to save 10-45 gallons.
•  Don’t put water down the drain when there is another 
use for it.  Catch “warm-up” water from shower, tub or 
sink in buckets. Use it and other water from these sources 
and your washer (“graywater”) to water plants.

Ma’achil R’evim––Feeding the Hungry The cost of 
energy is reflected in the rising cost of food, partly because 
we’re diverting soy and corn to make biofuels to offset 
the demand for oil, and partly due to the higher cost of 
transporting food. These higher prices impact most heavily 
on people already needing help meeting their food costs. 
The Redwood Empire Food Bank helps 50,000 people 
every month, including 20,000 children and 6,000 seniors. 
The 89 million pounds of food they distribute annually are 
valued at $10 million. Drop staples such as beans, rice, 
pasta, canned tuna, peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, 
and cereal in the barrel in the lounge or call 707-523-7900 
for other barrel locations. Or donate directly at http://www.
refb.org. Each dollar donated equals $5.00 of food.

P’kuach Nefesh––Saving a Life. The need for blood 
doesn’t take a vacation. The Blood Bank of the Redwoods 
needs blood, plasma, and platelets year-round. Call 707-
545-1222 to make an appointment.

Participate in the American Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life® on Sept. 6-7. This year SCUSY has a team, as 
do I. There is a Relay pushke in the office; both our teams 
need members and donations. See the article on Relay on 
page 6 in this Shofar. 
© Copyright Tish Levee, 2008. All rights reserved

hanna levini

august 16, 2008
15 av 5768

Hi, my name is Hanna Levini.  I 
will become a Bat Mitzvah on Au-
gust 16th. I am about to go into the 
8th grade at Rincon Valley Middle 
School. This summer I am a CIT 
(counselor-in-training volunteer) 
at Camp Watam. I love reading 
and playing tennis. Next year I am 
going to take French for my elec-

tive which I am really looking forward to. I would like to invite 
the entire congregation to share in the ceremony and to enjoy the 
celebration lunch that will follow my Bat Mitzvah. I have studied 
really hard thanks to Marcia, Elisabeth, Rabbi, Jane and my other 
wonderful and caring teachers at Beth Ami.  I am looking forward 
to seeing you all there.

mitzvah moments
Tish Levee

mazal tov to ouR bat mitzvah
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JEwISH COMMuNITY CONTACTS

Hadassah
Rose Ann PRemi, 537-9208
Hillel
DAviD Rubinstein, 795-5464
Jewish Community Federation  
KiRsten milleR, 568-6207
JNF-Trees in Israel
shevi PosmAn, 535-8805 
Jewish Community Free Clinic
DonnA WAlDmAn, 585-7780
Jewish Community Info & Referral
 JuDy musAnte, 877/777-5247 
Jewish Community Relations Council
suzAn beRns, 415/957-1551
Jewish Family & Children’s Services 
DiAnA Klein, 571-8131
Jewish Community Center
beth GooDmAn, 528-4222
(all area codes are 707 unless indicated otherwise)

Jewish community events 

Absolute Music needs to sell advertisements for 
their season program booklet.  We would like to give an interested 
person or persons the opportunity to help us and make a bit of 
money on the side.  The ads sell from $125 (for a quarter page) to 
$500  (for an inside cover) and the sales person would get 25% of 
the fee, i.e. quite a bit of “change”.  Please call Al Batzdorff, 538-
9731, for more information. 

The 13th JCC, 
Sonoma County Film 
Festival season starts 
September 23rd !

The JCC, Sonoma County 
Jewish Film Festival will show 
eight  films this year in three venues—Santa Rosa, Petaluma and, for 
the first time, Sebastopol.  The Jewish Film Festival will run from 
September 23 through December 11. 

Please join us to see, Knowledge is the Beginning at Rialto 
on Thursday, September 25 at the 1:00 pm matinee or the 7:15 pm 
screening (also showing in Petaluma on Tuesday, September 23 
at 7:15 pm). The complete schedule and movie reviews for all the 
films are on the Jewish Film Festival website www.jccsoco.org/
jewishfilmfestival.

Knowledge is the Beginning is the story of the West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra, where young Arabs and Jews perform and live 
side by side. It is a film about what music can do; the way it can 
transcend cultural barriers, bring people together, defeat prejudice 
and overcome religious and political differences. It also demonstrates 
the problems that crop up occasionally and how music can help 
people from different points of view find common ground.

Season and individual tickets will be available for the JCC, 
Sonoma County Jewish Film Festival 2008 starting August 21. To 
purchase your tickets, call the JCC at 528-4222 or download the 
ticket order form from the JCC, Sonoma County website. Personal 
and Corporate Sponsors can reserve their season tickets now.

See you at the movies!

B’chol L’Vavcha: With All Your Heart
High Holy Day Preparation with 
Sylvia Boorstein and 
Rabbi George Gittleman

Sunday, September 21, 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Congregation Shomrei Torah 
2600 Bennett Valley Road,

Join Sylvia Boorstein and Rabbi George Gittleman of Congrega-
tion Shomrei Torah for a day of contemplation and meditation 
as we prepare ourselves to stand before the Infinite. The retreat 
will include prolonged periods of silence (with instruction), and 
movement with expert Feldenkrais teacher Cynthia Calmenson. 
We will deepen our meditative experience with Hebrew chanting 
led by Sheila Katz Feiwell and David Rubinstein.

For more information call the JCC at 528-4222 ext. 330; visit 
www.jccsoco.org; or contact Sheila Katz, Jewish Meditation & 
Spirituality Program Director, at sheilak@jccsoco.org. 

ASK JCI & R

Q:   My family is planning a vacation to far-flung areas.  
We enjoy connecting with Jewish communities.  How 

can I find out the names of synagogues, sights, and kosher 
restaurants in our favorite destinations?

A:  For all you wandering Jews out there, Jewish com-
munities and synagogues exist in almost any area you 

can imagine, from Alaska (the frozen chosen) to Zimbabwe.   
Call us and we will connect you with synagogues, kosher 
food, tours and Judaica gift shops.  We can also tell you 
about great websites for the world Jewish traveler.

For more information about connecting to Jewish life, email 
Info@Jewishnfo.org or call JCI & R at 415/777-4545 or 
toll-free within the Bay Area 877-777-JCIR (5247).   Jewish 
Community Information and Referral is a free and confiden-
tial service of the San Francisco based Jewish Community 
Federation.   Visit our websites www.JewishNfo.org and 
www.sfjcf.org 
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Let’s Talk About It: 
Jewish Literature Reading and Discussion Series
Between Two Worlds: 
Stories of Estrangement and Homecoming 
Begins September 25, 12-2 p.m.

The University Library at Sonoma State will host a free, five-part 
reading and discussion series called Let’s Talk About It: Jewish 
Literature – Identity and Imagination. The series, which will take 
place during the fall semester, explores Jewish literature and cul-
ture through scholar-led discussions of contemporary and classic 
books.

Each program will begin with a brief lecture by Professor Gold-
man, after which participants will exchange their own responses to 
and ideas about the featured reading. Participants will have access to 
each book, so participation is limited. The first program will explore 
Exodus, the Second Book of Moses, September 25, 12-2 p.m. The 
remaining books and dates are as follows: 

Lost in Translation `  by Eva Hoffman, Oct. 2 
Moacyr Scliar’s  ` The Centaur in the Garden, Oct. 30 
Allegra Goodman’s  ` Kaaterskill Falls, Nov. 13 
Out of Egypt `  by André Aciman, Dec. 4

All programs will be held at University Library, Room 3001 at 
Sonoma State University, 1801 E. Cotati Ave. Rohnert Park, CA 
94928. For details or to register for limited space, visit http://library.
sonoma.edu/about/lecture.html or contact Karen Brodsky (707) 664-
4240, karen.brodsky@sonoma.edu.

ASK JCI & R

Q:   My family is planning a vacation to far-flung areas.  We 
enjoy connecting with Jewish communities.  How can I find 

out the names of synagogues, sights, and kosher restaurants in our 
favorite destinations?

A:  For all you wandering Jews out there, Jewish communities 
and synagogues exist in almost any area you can imagine, 

from Alaska (the frozen chosen) to Zimbabwe.   Call us and we 
will connect you with synagogues, kosher food, tours and Judaica 
gift shops.  We can also tell you about great websites for the 
world Jewish traveler.

For more information about connecting to Jewish life, email 
Info@Jewishnfo.org or call JCI & R at 415/777-4545 or toll-free 
within the Bay Area 877-777-JCIR (5247).   Jewish Community 
Information and Referral is a free and confidential service of the 
San Francisco based Jewish Community Federation.   Visit our 
websites www.JewishNfo.org and www.sfjcf.org 

Sunday, October 26, 2008  
12 - 4 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Building  
Santa Rosa, CA

  music • food • arts • crafts • community resources • kids’ activities • door prizes • fun!

Simcha Sunday
Sonoma County’s only FREE community-wide Jewish festival!

Simcha Sunday returns – October 26, 2008

Simcha Sunday will be held on Sunday, October 26, 2008 from 
noon – 4 p.m. The festivities will be held at the Santa Rosa Veter-
ans Memorial Building (near the Sonoma County fairgrounds).

Simcha Sunday, our Jewish community’s 15th fall gathering, 
is organized by the Jewish Community Center, Sonoma County to 
bring together and showcase the rich and varied aspects of Jewish 
life in Sonoma County. 

There’s something for everyone:  Art gallery, action-packed 
children’s area, community resource tables, live music, traditional 
and ethnic food, and lots of shmooze time.

For more information, please contact Karen Gould at kareng@
jccsoco.org or 528-8972.

Simcha Sunday artist search

This year’s Simcha Sunday Jewish festival will feature an art gallery. 
We are looking for artists who would like to exhibit  1-2 pieces of 
art. You can submit anything you’d like as long as the artist is Jewish 
or the art is Jewish-themed. 

Artists will be responsible for dropping off and picking up their 
pieces on the day of the event, Sunday, October 26 at the Santa Rosa 
Veterans Memorial Building. There will be a $5 display fee per piece 
entered. If the piece sells, your $5 is refunded and we ask for 10% of 
the selling price. If the piece doesn’t sell you forfeit the $5 display 
fee. A minimum of 10 artists is needed for the gallery.

Artists must pre-reserve gallery space by contacting Margaret 
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Generous Contributions to our Congregation
The next time you are looking for a meaningful way to celebrate a joyous occasion, 

remember a loved one, or comfort a mourner, please consider a donation to 
Congregation Beth Ami.  When you make a gift, a card is send to the honoree or the family and your 

donation is proudly acknowledged in the Shofar. 
The minimum donation for each occasion is $7.50. Congregation Beth Ami truly appreciates your support.

cBA enDowment
In memory of Benny Friedman
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s 96th birthday
 Ira & Ruth Rosenberg
In honor of our son Dan’s engagement to 
Stacey Schesser
 John & Rhonda Rosenbach

cJeeF
In memory of Morris Trichter, father of 
Julie Trichter
In memory of Frances Southern, mother 
of Dee Trichter
 Julie & Dee Trichter
In honor of all those who helped run 
services in Rabbi Schlesinger’s absence: 
Patty Bernstein, Eli Cohen,  Al & Susanne 
Batzdorff, Henry Cohn, Bob Raful,  Anne 
Mann, John Metz, Ron Welch, 
Julie Trichter, Ruth Wilson
In honor of Elisabeth Van Nuys, Marcia 
Gladstone,  Jane Rogan-Dwight, Laura 
Alexander, Barbara McGee, Pnina Loeb, 
Idan Amran and another great year of 
Religious School    
     Mark Rosen
In memory of Bertha Schy
 Stuart & Ethel Schy

generAl FunD
In memory of Noor Karr’s mother, 
Patricia Karr  
Mazal Tov to the Brosbes on their new 
grandson
In memory of Oscar & Betty Mann
In memory of Sylvia Checkman, 
Joel Reif’s mother
In memory of Sharon Benson’s 
grandfather
Mazal Tov to Ruth & Ira Rosenberg on 
their birthdays
Mazal Tov to the Rafuls on their 61st 
anniversary
In appreciation, Toda Raba to Elisabeth 
Van Nuys
In appreciation, Toda Raba to the Haiman 
family
In appreciation, Toda Raba to the 
Kowalick-Allen family
In appreciation, Toda Raba to Sasha 
Biletsky and family and best wishes in 
your new location

Wishes for continuing recovery to 
Howard Moss, Vivian Frye, Sheri Haiman
Mazel Tov to Gabor & Anya Por on the 
birth of their daughter, and Rick’s 
granddaughter 
     The Ballo Family
In memory of Noor Karr’s mother, 
Patricia
In memory of Andrea Nett’s father, 
Sydney Garson
 Robin Rose
For my mother, Sylvia Wallenstein 
Duchon, whose gentle grace and loving 
goodness are with me daily. Her life 
was a gift to all touched by her person.
 Barbara Duchon
In memory of my father, Abe Shapiro
 Raynore Paule
In honor of Elsie Rich’s 107th birthday
 Raynore & Verne Paule
In memory of Bernice Perlman
 Sydney Perlman
In memory of Shneer Antonovksy and 
Nisel Pekker
 Olga & Semyon Pekker
Happy 90th birthday to Benny Friedman
 Edith Newman
In memory of Miriam Bachman
 Roslyn Edelson
In memory of my beloved mother, 
Lillie Gross
In honor of Andy Goodman’s birthday  
In honor of Ruth Rosenberg’s birthday  
In honor of Susy Raful’s birthday 
In honor of Ira Rosenberg’s birthday 
In honor of Tova Rostov’s birthday 
In honor of Esther Baruch’s birthday 
In honor of Helen Dresser’s birthday 
In honor of Andrea Nett’s birthday
In honor of Susan Milstein’s birthday 
In honor of Patty Bernstein’s birthday 
Happy and Healthy Birthday to all!
In honor of Bob & Susy Raful’s 
anniversary
In honor of Elliott Morrison & Susan 
Milstein’s anniversary
In honor of the birth of Stella Jozefin Por 
- Mazal Tov! May you raise Stella in a 
world at peace!
In memory of Benny Friedman - He will 
be sorely missed by us all, a man whose 
generosity and concern for the Jewish 

community will continue to be evident for 
a long time to come.
 Sylvia Sucher
In memory of Hyman Golemb
 Sherrill & Elaine Golemb
In memory of Bluma Rudnitskaya
 Marina Voulfson
In memory of Earl & Eleanor Newcomb
 Leena Newcomb
In honor of  the birthdays of Andrea Nett,
Sylvia Sucher, Helen Dresser, Sofya 
Pekker, Esther Baruch
In honor of Bob & Susy Raful’s 
anniversary
In memory of Benny Friedman
 Sheyna Bakman
In memory of my uncle, Lou Stein
 Bob Raful
In honor of Helen Dresser’s birthday
 Edith Newman
In memory of my sister, 
Golda Nemchenko
 Sarah Tyutinman
A thoughtful donation
 Max Graff
In memory of my brother, 
William Shipman
A thoughtful donation
In memory of Benny Friedman
In appreciation of John Metz
 Elsie Rich
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday
In loving memory of Benny Friedman
In honor of Marjorie Gordon’s 70th 
birthday
 Rosalie & Lester Schweit
A generous donation
 Darrell Watkins
In memory of Benny Friedman
 Andy & Nancy Fleming
In memory of my mother, 
Patricia Elizabeth Sharon Karr
In honor of all who supported and 
comforted me
 Noorillah Karr
In memory of my mother, Liza Katsman
 Zoya Katsman
Mazel Tov to Marlene & Ira Lowenthal 
on the birth of your granddaughter, Olivia
 John & Rhonda Rosenbach
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In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday - 
Happy Birthday!
In memory of Benny Friedman
 Edith Newman
In memory of Benny Friedman
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday
 Bob & Susy Raful
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday
 Helen Dresser

giFt oF isrAel FunD
In memory of my brothers, Jake W. Rubin 
and Harry Rubin
In memory of my sister, Ruth Rosenzweig
 David Rubin

hArris FunD
Andy Fleming - In honor of your excel-
lent guidance, Mr. President
In appreciation of the Yam Hashoah com-
mittee - thank you for another poignant 
and insightful event
Mazel Tov to Kyla Wegman - you 
honored your grandparents and all Jewish 
people with your extraordinary essay
In honor of Azlan Guttenberg Smith’s 
acceptance to the St. Petersburg writing 
seminar
Mazel Tov to Herb & Ellen Brosbe on the 
healthy birth of your grandson!
  The Guttenberg - Matzner Family

liBrAry FunD
In memory of Sandor Garam
 Rose Batzdorff
In memory of Irving Streitfeld
 Ricki Streitfeld
In honor of the birth of Stella Jozefin Por
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday
 Tish Levee
In honor of the birth of Stella Jozefin Por
 Pat & Bill Thomas
In memory of Saul C. Quinn
 Robert Quinn
In memory of Mae Kriegsfeld Stolbov
 Bruce Stolbov

mAlk FunD
In memory of William Spiegelman
 Gail Negrin
In honor of Benny Friedman’s 90th 
birthday - with much love, Phyllis & 
Everett
In honor of Eric Ferkel becoming a M.D.
 Phyllis & Everett Shapiro
In honor of Sylvia Sucher
In honor of the wedding of Carol 
Newman & Barry Sovel
  The Brosbe Family
Hurry up and get well to Shelley Davis
 Edith Newman

nursery school FunD
Mazel Tov to Liora and Danny on the 
birth of Elijah and to Ellen & Herb on 
becoming grandparents.
In memory of Andrea Nett’s father
Get well wishes for Howard Moss
  The Abramowitz-Reif family

rABBi’s DiscretionAry FunD
In memory of Richard Hyman
 Judi Rosenthal
In memory of Lucille Lachman
 Vivian Salmon
In memory of Patricia Karr, mother of 
Noor Karr
In memory of Ruth’s father, George 
Conklin
 Ira & Ruth Rosenberg
In memory of my brother, Robert Paul
 Jane Paul
In memory of Bessie Tsipan
 Malvina Tsipan
In memory of my mother, Fanny Blau
 Shari Kafton

religious school FunD
In memory of my father, Nathan Paul
 Jane Paul
In honor of Elisabeth Van Nuys, Marcia 
Gladstone, & a great Religious School 
year
 Jane Paul & Ross Jones
A thoughtful donation
 Darrell Watkins

Zittin FunD
In memory of Benny Friedman
 Tish Levee
In memory of Benny Friedman
  The Brosbe Family
In memory of Benny Friedman
In honor of Lauren Newman’s birthday
In honor of Sylvia Sucher’s birthday
In honor of Henry Cohn’s birthday
In honor of Andrea Nett’s birthday
In honor of Barbara Greensweig’s 
birthday
In honor of Mike Mundell’s birthday
In honor of Marilyn Diamond’s birthday
In honor of Sylvia Boorstein’s birthday
In honor of Susan Milstein’s birthday
In honor of Patty Bernstein’s birthday
In honor of Susy Raful’s birthday
 Mark Rosen

Simcha Board 
Tree of Life

Honor thy mother...also thy aunt, 
uncle, cousin, child, best friend, 
teacher with an engraved leaf on 

our Simcha Board commemorating 
any joyous occasion, bestowal of an 

honor, or cause for thanksgiving.

• Leaf $360 • Small Stones $1000 • 
•Large Stones $2500 • 

We also provide the opportunity 
for you to memorialize 

loved ones on our Yahrzeit Board. 
A plaque is $450.
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August 18 Chaim Taubinsky   
Father-in-Law of Dora Taubinsky
August 18 Beckie Trichter   
Mother of Julius Trichter
August 19 Gladys Schor   
Mother of Sylvia Boorstein
August 19 Emil Tsipan   
Husband of Malvina Tsipan
August 21 Louis Abramowitz   
Husband of Evey Abramowitz
August 21 Goldie Quinn   
Mother of Robert Quinn 

Announced on August 22nd and 23rd   
August 23 Esther Greenspan    
Grandmother of Bruce Stolbov
August 23 Victor Monoson   
Brother of Rosalie Schweit
August 24 Willy Cohn   
Father of Henry Cohn and Lydia Ross
August 25 Julian Streitfeld   
Brother-in-Law of Ricki Streitfeld
August 26 Jack Dranow   
Father of Jeffrey Dranow
August 27 Martin Klein   
Brother of Ricki Streitfeld

Announced on August 29th and 30th      
August 30 Oscar Pinsky   
Father of Dorothy Gerstein
August 31 Max Eisenberg   
Grandfather of Vivian Frye
August 31 Josephine Sherman   
Mother of Edward Sherman
September 1 Clarence Rambo   
Grandfather of Hope Rambo
September 1 Berek Winter   
Husband of Greta Winter
September 2 Rosalind Pimsler   
Mother of Laura Duggan
September 3 Evelyn Root   
Mother of David Root
September 4 Sarah Estrin   
Grandmother of Charlene Bornstein
September 4 Joseph Raful   
Father of Bob Raful
September 5 Herbert Herritt   
Husband of Rosalind Herritt

Announced on August 1st and 2nd    
August 2 Louis Shapiro  
Father of Everett Shapiro
August 3 Lois Estrin  
Grandfather of Charlene Bornstein
August 3 Ronda Heard   
Sister of Stanley Feingold
August 3 Ben Rubin    
Father of David Rubin
August 4           Edwin Dudley                                     
 Father of Ruth Wilson
 August 4          Marion Dudley                                    
 Mother of Ruth Wilson
August 4 Sarah Wallcave   
Mother of Lawrence Wallcave
August 5 Saul Gordon   
Father-in-Law of Marjorie Gordon 
August 7        Netka Taubner   
Mother of Susy Raful
August 8        Zalman Taubinsky   
Husband of Dora Taubinsky

Announced on August 8th and 9th    
August 10 Alice Miller   
Mother of Susan Miller
August 11 Lotte Batzdorf   
Mother of Alfred Batzdorff
August 11 Florence Friedman   
Mother of Robin Rose
August 12 James Mattson   
Son of Tish Levee
August 13 Israel Gerstein   
Father of Abe Gerstein
August 13 Vladimir Zelichenok  
Brother of Rimma Rivkin
August 14         Irving Marder                                     
 Husband of Dorothy Marder, Father of Valerie Kreger
 August 14        Herbert Newman                                  
Husband of Edith Newman, 
Father of Carol & Michael Newman 

Announced on August 15th and 16th   
August 17 Roberta Biletsky   
Sister of Sasha LaHaye
August 17 Sylvia Goldman   
Mother of Ben Goldman
August 17 Fred Pechner   
Brother of Joyce Zenick

August Yahrzeits  
Secular dates correspond to Hebrew date of death
Observance of yahrzeit begins at sundown the previous day
All yahrzeits observed at Beth Ami
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A program of JFCS’ Seniors At Home

Seniors .at .Home is a division of Jewish Family and Children’s Services

Transportation for medical appointments, 
shopping, visiting, banking

www.SAHsonoma.org
Call (707) 571-8533

The Friedman Center 
has everything you need for any special event. 
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs, weddings, receptions, 
banquets, and fundraisers up to 465 people. 
State-of-the art  audio and visual systems, 
perfect acoustics.  
Full stage  with theatrical lighting, 6500 sq. ft. ballroom 
Ample parking. 

Ruth Turner, Director, 360-3021
Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Serving Sonoma County since 1875
Family Owned and Operated

Honoring all Jewish Traditions

Orthodox Caskets and Supplies  
Tahara Service Facilities

Traditional and Memorial Services 
Shipping Services to & from our area 

Pre-Planning/Pre-Funding Plans Available

Telephone: 525-3730
Fax: 525-3735

The Daniels Family: 
William, Patricia, Wesley, Carol & Aimee and staff 

are available for arrangements seven days a week.
1225 Sonoma Avenue, Santa Rosa

 CA Lic.: FD-209                                 CA Lic.: CR-92

Owned by congregant Jenifer Levini

Exceptional Senior Living

Studio - 3 bedroom residences

Monthly rental includes:
Three meals daily

Weekly housekeeping
Scheduled transportation

Utilities and cable TV
Full time activity program

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

AND COMPLIMENTARY LUNCH!

2375 Range Avenue •  Santa Rosa
(707) 575-3722



Exceptional Senior Living
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Call Fran Piotrkowski
707-793-9645 ◆ fran@parkavecater.com

◆ Free consultations
◆ Party planning

◆ Kosher catering available

 NORTH BAY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, INC.
JOHN LEIPSIC,  MD & ASSOCIATES

THE POWER OF INTEGRATED TREATMENT FOR KIDS, TEENS AND FAMILIES

Psychiatric evaluation, medication management and
psychological testing

Psychotherapy for children, adolescents and adults

Experienced and competent clinicians

Intake Information – 542-8979
1421 Guerneville Road, Suite 114

Santa Rosa,  CA 95403
www.nbbhealth.com

Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy

sinAi memoriAl chApel
CHEVRA KADISHA

1501 Divisadero Street
San Francisco, CA 94115  
(415) 921-3636  
FD 262        www.sinaichapel.org

pre-need funeral arrangements available
Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director

3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
 Lafayette, CA 94549

(925) 962-3636
                                  FD 

Santa Rosa Mortuary
Eggen & Lance Chapel

1540 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa ~ 545-3747

Honoring your traditions with orthodox caskets,
burial containers and Tahara Services.

Concerned about the cost of  funeral services?
Don’t be.  Pre-need planning lets you control costs by

protecting today’s prices. Compare and save.

                 COA 107   CR 171    FD 1779    FD240

1900 Franklin Avenue, Santa Rosa
Every life is worth loving and remembering ~ always…

Dedicated lawns and services for Beth Ami families.
Ask us how to secure the price of cemetery property

with pre-need planning.  Call today ~ 542-1580
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Live music by Zim Zum & 
Israeli folk dancing after services!

6 p.m. Dinner (reservations required) 
 7:30 p.m Family Shabbat Services
8:30 p.m. Oneg, Music & Dancing

Yes, we’d love to attend shabbat dinner

Friday, August 1 F
Friday, September 5 F
Friday, October 3 F
Friday, November 7 F
Friday, December 5 F

Tickets: 
 Adult: $14  #_____@ $14=____________
 Youth: $7 #_____@   $7=____________
 (6-12 years)

Total enclosed for this event: __________________

Congregation Beth ami event rSvP Form

Please contact the office if you have a food allergy or need a vegetarian meal.  `
Reservations must be made one week prior to each event.  `
Reservations made after the deadline will increase by $5 per person. `

Names of all attendees:_______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________________________________________________________
Mastercard or Visa #___________________________Expiration Date:______________________________
I/We would like to make contribution to the following event: _____________for someone who would otherwise be 
unable to attend in the amount of $__________.
                      

Mail/Fax/Bring this form with payment to:
Congregation Beth Ami
4676 Mayette Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Phone: 360-3000  
Fax: 360-3003

A f r e e  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  p l a c e m e n t  s e r v i c e
f o r  S o n o m a  C o u n t y  s e n i o r s  a n d  f a m i l i e s

707.570.2589   www.tweeteneldercare.com

We appreciate our  
advertisers.

Please contact Karen Gould at 
newsletter@bethamisr.org for 
information about advertising 

your business in the Shofar.



Save the date: 
Sunday, November 2 

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
Northern California Region 

Biennial meeting and conference 
 

Program features: 
Honoring volunteers from each of our Congregations 

and 
 
 
 

Combining music, drama, and study to  
“...promote Jewish cultural literacy through original theatrical performances and educational 
programs for multi-generational audiences. Using twenty-first century performance art tech-
niques, Storahtelling brings personal contemporary meaning to 5,000 years of Jewish tradition.” 

 

Docent-led tours of the new Beth Sholom building 
 

Location: 
Congregation Beth Sholom 

14th Avenue & Clement Street 
San Francisco 

Minyan 9:00 AM 
Program begins 10:00 AM 



Dated 
information.

Please do not 
delay delivery.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Schedule of Services for August

Friday Evening, August 1
(Candle Lighting 8:02 pm)
6:00 pm BarBQ and Barchu Dinner
7:30 pm Shabbat Evening Services

Saturday, August 2 • 1 Av
9:30 am Shabbat Masei
Luncheon hosted by Elsie Rich in honor 
of her 107th birthday 
 (Saturday Havdalah: 9:01 pm)

Friday Evening, August 8
7:30 pm Shabbat Evening Services
(Candle Lighting 7:55 pm)

Saturday, August 9 • 8 Av
9:30 am Shabbat D’varim-Hazon Services
Potluck luncheon following services
 (Saturday Havdalah: 8:53 pm)
9:00 pm Tisha B’Av Services

Friday Evening, August 15
 (Candle Lighting:  7:46 pm)
7:30 pm Shabbat Evening Services

Saturday, August 16 • 15 Av  
9:30 am Shabbat Va’etchanan Services 
Hanna Levini, daughter of Jenifer Levini
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.
Kiddush luncheon following services
(Saturday Havdalah 8:45 pm)

Friday Evening, August 22
(Candle Lighting:  7:36 pm)
7:30 pm Shabbat Evening Services

Saturday, August 23 • 22 Av
9:30 am Shabbat Ekev Services
Potluck lunch following services
(Saturday Havdalah 8:35 pm)

Friday Evening, August 29
(Candle Lighting:  7:26 pm)
7:30 pm Shabbat Evening Services

Saturday, August 30 • 29 Av
9:30 am Shabbat Re’eh Services
Potluck lunch following services
(Saturday Havdalah 8:25 pm)


