
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2026� 5786

TU
B’SHEVAT

Celebrating Tu B’Shevat at 
Armstrong Woods in 2020... 

time to return to the big trees!
See pages 7 & 14
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Office Hours
Mon.–Thurs. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; 10-2 on Friday

Gift Shop and In-Person Appointments 
Elizabeth Jarlsberg, office manager, is in the office 
Monday through Friday. She can also help you 
with gift shop purchases and library access. Contact 
Bonnie Boren, bonniegboren@gmail.com for special 
gift shop assistance. Appointments are appreciated.

Please “like” us at facebook.com/CongregationBethAmi

Congregation Beth Ami
4676 Mayette Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Telephone707/360-3000 
Fax707/360-3003

Email office@BethAmiSR.org 
Website BethAmiSR.org

OUR MISSION:  
A KEHILLA THAT IS OPEN, WHERE 

RELATIONSHIPS MATTER
Congregation Beth Ami 

enriches our lives, transforms our 
hearts, helps heal the world and 

sustains our Jewish heritage. We are 
deeply rooted in Jewish tradition and 

welcome all to our community for 
celebration, learning, education and 

prayer.

Personnel

Rabbi Ron Koas

707–360-3004 
Mobile: 732-998-1029  
rabbi@bethamisr.org

Elizabeth Jarlsberg, 
Office Manager

707-360-3000  
office@bethamisr.org

Andrea Nett,  
Friedman Center Director  

707-360-3021  
director@friedmaneventcenter.
com

Volunteers

Bonnie Boren,  
Gift Shop 

707-528-1628

Leanne Schy,  
Communications/ Shofar  

Leanne(a)sonic.net

Officers & Board of 
Directors, 2025–26

Betty Boyd,  
Treasurer 
707-537-2211

Bob Cooper,  
Secretary 
707-337‑6244

Richard Kahn,  
VP of Facilities 
707-217‑5265

Esther Baruch,  
VP of Membership 
707-528-2265

Barbara McGee,  
VP Administration 
707-953-2526

Aly Davis,  
VP of Education 
707-888-2538

David Kahn,  
VP of Fundraising 
707-836-9074

 

Members at Large

Myra Stern-Thomas 
707-287-0786

Myrna Morse  
707-539-5457 

Judy Kupfer  
408-835-3966

Leanne Schy 
707-528-4874

Alex Schellenger  
707-737-4101
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Rabbi’s Remarks
Rabbi Ron Koas  
A Sacred Community Deserves Sacred Speech

Our synagogue is a Mikdash Me’at:�a small 
sanctuary. The way we speak within its walls, 
and with one another as members of this com-
munity, matters deeply.

We come to shul from many backgrounds, 
with different life experiences and a wide 
range of political views. That diversity is a 
strength. It enriches our learning, deepens our 
empathy, and reflects the beautiful complexity 
of the Jewish people. At the same time, it asks 
something of us: respect.

When discussing politics in shul, please do 
so thoughtfully and with sensitivity. Heated 
language, dismissive comments, or conversa-
tions that divide rather than connect can eas-
ily wound others and undermine the sense 
of safety we all seek in this sacred space. 
Our synagogue should never feel like a 
battleground.�It should feel like a home.

Equally important is our commitment to 
Shmirat HaLashon,�guarding our speech. 
Gossip, rumors, and negative talk about oth-
ers erode trust and weaken community. Even 
when shared casually, words can cause last-
ing harm. Judaism teaches us that speech has 
power; it can heal or hurt, build or destroy.

Our goal is to create a strong, welcom-
ing, and truly diverse Jewish community:�one 
where people feel respected, seen, and safe 
to pray, learn, and belong. Each of us plays a 
role in shaping that culture.

Let us choose words that reflect our highest 
values: kindness, humility, and responsibility 
for one another. In doing so, we strengthen 
not only our community, but the sacred bonds 
that hold us together.

  
                                   —Rabbi Ron Koas
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From the Board
Barbara McGee
A New Secular Year 

Now that secular year 2025 is over, I hope 
there is a change for the better. At Beth Ami, 
we continue to live, to do, to pray, to learn. 
We continue to improve our security protocols 
and constantly monitor situations all over the 
region and in the world. 

We had two very successful Hannukah 
events. The Latke party on the 8th night spon-
sored by the board was a lot of fun. A bright 
thank you to musicians (and members) Susy 
Starr and Jeremy Lipsin and to the latke mak-
ers and preparers, Richard Kahn and his help-
ers. The latkes were delicious. It was wonder-
ful to see so many community members come 
out in solidarity of Hanukkah 5786. 

And our second December 25th Chinese 
food event featured three very funny comedi-
ans, Nate Schwartz, Loren Kraut and Ira Sum-
mer. Thank you to Mark Dierkhising, David 
Kahn and all their helpers for the planning 
and preparing. It was a memorable evening 
as we lost electricity for an hour in the middle 
of the event in the heavy rain. The show still 
went on with help from the one above and 
from flashlights we keep close at hand. The 
lights did come back right in time for cleanup 
after the audience safely left. 

We had our second Tot Shabbat gather-
ing for children 1 to 5 and their families on 
December 20th and this month will hold the 
event on January 17th with Lauren Kalmenson. 
The event starts at 10 AM. We plan to have 
regular monthly events that include, Shabbat 
rituals, a story, songs, holiday craft, food and a 
lot of play. All families, members or not; Jew-
ish or not, are invited. For more information 
contact Esther at finishingtouches18@gmail.
com. The February event will be on February 
21st.

Besides Rabbi’s numerous classes, there are 
two book club events in conjunction with the 
SF Jewish Community Library. The first one 
on January 4th was called “Dog” about an 
IDF soldier, his dog and their war time jour-

ney with PTSD. The 
virtual talk with the 
author and transla-
tor was worthwhile. 
It is definitely on my 
list of books to read 
this year. The second 
event will be held on 
Sunday, February 1st, 
for the One Bay, One 
Book “Fagin the Thief” with historian Charles 
Drazin. The event starts at 11 am at Beth Ami. 
We also have a Tu B’Shevat event. See the 
CBA online calendar and cybershul for more 
details closer to the events.

In early February, the CBA mid-year meet-
ing will be held. PLEASE make sure to see 
cybershul for the date and time as we are still 
scheduling a date. We’ll discuss the fall sur-
vey results, our finances, committee news and 
future plans.

If you missed the Chavurah organization on 
January 4th at 1 pm. Email Esther at finishing-
touches18@gmail.com or call the CBA office. 

And finally, the annual Purim Schpiel is 
in the planning stages. The Las Vegas, Elvis, 
and Rat Pack themed event will take place 
on March 8th in the late afternoon. There are 
more activities in the planning stages. Please 
make sure to check the web-site and the 
weekly cybershul. If you’re not on the email 
list, call the office at 707-360-3000 or write 
Elizabeth in the office at office@bethamisr.org.

Be safe and find peace. Have a happy secu-
lar New Year,  — Barb 

 

 

Ben Goldman 
Loan Officer

MORTGAGEONE, INC.
CA DRE: 01106590 & NMLS: 2288794

bgoldman@gomortgageone.com
www.mortgageonehomeloans.com

(707)364-9008  
Petaluma
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Dierk’s 
PARKS IDE

CA F É

404 Santa Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa
7:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Friday–Wednesday

Call your order in 707-573-5955*

*An additional 10% handling fee will be 
charged on all to-go orders 

Press Democrat: 
VOTED BEST 
BREAKFAST 

IN SONOMA 
COUNTY 

2013–2019!

Events & 
Announcements

Wishing Refuah Shlemah to:
Sandra Shulkin 

Lenore Holloway 

Lindsay Kvam 

Miriyam Gevirtz 

Chip Swanson 

Raphael Kauffman

Carol Swanson

Jerry Newman

Linda Emblen
Michele Baime

Our Condolences to the family of:
Edith Newman,  
mother of Michael and Carol Newman

Rita Kagan

Welcome to our new members:
Leah Millstein
Debbie Weiss

Beth Ami Book Group   
Linda Emblen, Coordinator

First of all, thanks to 
Jayne Rosenberg for host-
ing book group last meet-
ing in her cozy home. 

We now have 12 cop-
ies of Fagin The Thief by 
Allison Epstein checked 
out from the SF Jewish 
Community Library. It is 
this year’s One Bay One Book choice --- the 
one that many other congregations are also 
reading. It is based upon the Fagin character in 
Dickens’ Oliver Twist. It is a popular read, so 
we are doubling up on using these. Also avail-
able in e-book and audiobook format. Contact 
the librarian, Leah Strauss to borrow these. 
leah@jewishcommunity library.org or onebayo-
nebook.us. We will Meet Sunday, January 11, 2 
pm at Beth Ami for discussion. ALL MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS ALWAYS WELCOME as regulars 
or just for a particular book of interest.

Also, we asked Rabbi to pick out a couple of 
ZOOM choices from the SFJC Library’s purple 
pamphlet, available in our lobby, to show at 
Beth Ami and watch as a group and discuss 
afterwards --- with refreshments of course. It 
is not necessary to read a book before either 
ZOOM group viewing, but the latter is related 
to FAGIN. People from other congregations are 
also welcome to attend these, but please check 
with our office for security reasons beforehand. 

Sunday, January 4, 11 am, we will be viewing 
DOG together. The author, Yishay Ishi Ron, 
offers insights into his novel --- DOG, “which 
is about a former IDF soldier contending with 
PTSD and addiction whose life turns around 
through a connection with a dog.” 

And on Sunday, February 1, 11 am, we’ll view 
Reviewing Fagin In Film as a group at CBA 
too. “Charles Drazin will trace the evolution 
of the portrayal of Oliver Twist’s Fagin on the 
screen, from David McLean’s 1948 production 
to Roman Polanski’s 2005 adaptation.” Hmm. 

Comments or to borrow a book Linda (a 
landline) --- 707-544-4532  
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Stay tuned for more information: in February 
we will have our mid year membership 

meeting with light refreshments served. Come 
hear what the board, Rabbi Koas and the 

community have been doing.

Events &  
Announcements
Continued…

Tot Shabbat will 
take place once a 

month
Our second Tot Shabbat on 

December 20 was very well 
received by parents and chil-
dren. 

Four children attended, 
three newcomers and one, 
our very own Ezra. Three oth-
ers are interested but couldn’t 
make it that day. Experienced 
teacher Barb McGee led, hav-
ing spent hours in collabora-
tion with Lauren Kalmanson, 
preparing every aspect of the 
Chanukah-centered activity. 
Lauren and Barb will continue 
as the teachers. The kids were 
involved and having a good 
time with the singing, the 
snack, the craft project, the 
sand trays, and Rabbi lead-
ing Kiddush and Motzi. They 
came into shul for Ein Kelo-
heinu and then it was nap-
time. There were requests to 
start earlier next month, so we 
will be starting at 10:00 am.

If you know a family with 
children ages 1-5, please tell 
them that the next Tot Shab-
bat will be on January 17.

Congregation Beth Ami’s 
 Tot Shabbat Program 

invites all with 
children ages 

one to five, for 
a Shabbat experience 

learning about Tu B’Shevat, 
the birthday of the trees!

Saturday, January 17th, 
10:00 to 11:30 am, 
in the CBA lounge. 

Featuring Lauren Kalmanson 
from the Tot Shabbat team. 

Come enjoy music, 
storytelling, crafts, 

special tree-inspired snacks 
and enjoy our fabulous playground. 

  
We look forward to seeing you.

For more info: office@bethamisr.org
707-360-3000

4676 Mayette Ave. Santa Rosa, California
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Events &  
Announcements
Continued…

We’ve been there before, 
and we’re ready to go back. 
Back to Las Vegas, relocated 
to Beth Ami’s Social Hall, 
where you can drink cock-
tails and munch on happy 
hour hors d’oeuvres while the 
soon-to-be famous performers 
onstage sing you the story of 
Purim. (And you sing along.)

We’ll have our real megil-
lah reading, too, Monday 
night March 2. Shalach Manot 
(Gifts), the Half Shekel dona-
tion and our kitchen baked 
Hamentashen will keep the 
festival. traditions.

Watch for your opportunity 
to be a sponsor. Get your 
name in the program! Why 
should the singers get all the 
glory? And watch Cybershul 
for an invitation to help bake 
hamentashen. 

Save the Date:  
Viva Las Vegas Singalong 

Purimspiel March 8  

...the whole 
MEGILLAH!
March 8, 4pm

4676 Mayette Ave. Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

CONGREGATION BETH AMI PRESENTS

SINATRA, ELVIS, DANCING 
SHOWGIRLS &  A SHARK!

STARRING

Return to 
Las Vegas, 

and this time 
you can sing 

along!

Happy Hour 
cocktails and 

hors d'oeuvres, 
not to mention 
hamentashen!

SAVE THE DATE

Become a Beth Ami Hamentashen Baker.
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Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees, is really about fruit trees. 
But when we live so close to some of the oldest and tallest 
trees in California, we periodically have to take this 
opportunity to go and admire them. 

We’ll meet in the parking lot at Beth Ami at 10:00 am to 
carpool and meet those arriving on their own at the parking 
lot at the Picnic Area at 10:45 am. 

Bring food to eat, and share: including something involving 
nuts and fruits that come from trees. We will walk on a 
wheelchair and stroller accessible nature trail before lunch, 
and after lunch those who wish may take a 2.2 mile East Ridge 
Trail loop, or a longer valley floor walk. 

The parking lots at the Visitors Center near the entrance or at 
the Picnic Area are both $10. 00 per vehicle, $9 if there is 
anyone over 62 in the car.  If it is raining at 10:00 AM we can 
meet and stay in the multi purpose room.

Come Celebrate 
Tu B’Shevat at
Armstrong 

Woods
Walk & Picnic

Sunday February 8, 
10:00 a.m. carpool 

Congregation Beth Ami
4676 Mayette Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

(707) 360-3000 

office@BethAmiSR.org

BethAmiSR.org
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Events &  
Announcements
Continued…

Torah Study Every Shabbat at 8:45 to 9:45 
am, when Rabbi Koas leads Services, which 
will follow at 9:45 a.m.

Rabbi Koas teaches this class which focuses 
on a thoughtful reading of the parashah of the 
week and explores the historical, ethical and 
spiritual questions raised by the text. People 
of all levels and backgrounds are welcome. 
Hebrew knowledge is not required. It is not 
necessary to read ahead or prepare. Drop-in 
attendance is welcomed. 

Torah on Trails: January 11, February 8 
(Tu B’Shevat), usually Second Sunday of 
the month at 10:30 am We’ll speak about 
God and the wonders of creation. We’ll stop 
along the way to admire the beauty of na-
ture and share thoughts and feelings. If you 
won’t be going to the breakfast beforehand, 
email the rabbi for the meeting place: rabbi@
bethamisr.org

Class on Nevi’im, Prophets: January 12, 
February 9, every month on the second 
Monday at 6:00 at 6:00 pm Rabbi Koas 
will lead us in looking at the books of the 
Prophets. We will be picking up where Deu-
teronomy leaves off by diving into the Book of 
Joshua. As we join the generation that crosses 
the Jordan to enter the Promised Land under 
the leadership of Joshua, the children of Israel 
will encounter a new set of trials, tribulations, 
and miracles during the conquest of Canaan. 
This class will be an ongoing endeavor. Make 
sure to bring snacks and an appetite for learn-
ing more about the history of our people.

Prayers and Breakfast, January 11, Febru-
ary 8, at 9 am; On the second Sunday of the 
month (usually) at 9 am we’ll meet at Beth 
Ami for weekday morning minyan services 
(shorter than Shabbat!) and breakfast.

Lunch and Learn: January 14, February 
11, usually 2nd Wednesday of the month: 
lunch at noon, class 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Starting with the book Why Be Different? A 
Look into Judaism, we’ll use stories and ques-
tions to deepen our understanding of Judaism. 
Order a Veggie Wrap or Tuna Sandwich (box 
lunch, chips and a drink for $12). Please order 
through the office at 707-360-3000 by the Mon-
day prior to class. 

Torah on Tap: January 22, February 12 at 
6:30 pm We provide the beer. You provide 
the nosh. (Veggie only – please follow potluck 
guidelines.) Our wide-ranging conversations 
will start with a timely article about a current 
issue. 

Purely for fun… Biking with the rabbi 
Join Rabbi Koas every Tuesday (that he’s in 
town) for food, socializing, and riding your 
bike/trike. All ages participate. Meet at 5:30 
pm at 550 Silva Ave (the JC overflow parking 
lot.) Pedals up at 6 pm. For more details, see 
https://www.downtownsantarosa.org/events/
santa-rosa-taco-tuesday-ride/ or call Rabbi 
Koas for more information: 732-998-1029.

Introduction to Judaism / Bnai Mitzvah 
Class Wednesday January 14, February 11 
at 7:00 pm. How to be Jewish for beginners. 
A step-by-step guide to gaining an understand-
ing of Judaism and Jewish life. Contact Rabbi 
Koas if you are interested rabbi@bethamisr.
org. 

January, February dates for 
programs led by Rabbi Koas
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Shalom all, A huge thanks to the whole Beth 
Ami Kehilla for making the clothing and toilet-
ries distribution such a wonderful success last 
week. The residents were so appreciative of all 
the amazing clothing, including coats, jackets, 
sweaters , scarves, hats and over 100 pairs of 
new socks and toiletries. Each client was able 
to take anything they wanted. They filled bags 
with items and then sat down for a terrific meal 
provided by the Social Action Committee .

We are no longer collecting clothing so 
please drop off any extra items to a local orga-
nization: Redwood Gospel Mission, Goodwill, 
Salvation Army, The living Room. etc. Thanks 
again for all your good work! 

 We are still collecting food for the Redwood 
Empire Food Bank.

The next dinner will be mid February. If you 
have interest in our committee contact Lyla at 
lylanathan5@gmail.com . 

Wishing everyone a happy New Year,   
Lyla Nathan

Social Action
by Lyla Nathan, Chair
A Wonderful Event at The Palms

Arranging clothing for the residents of The Palms.
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Advocates for Social Justice
by Carol Swanson, Chair
A Day On, Not a Day Off! 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service
Monday, January 19, 2026

Each year on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, vol-
unteers across the nation donate their time and 
energy towards helping others and strengthen-
ing their local communities. Our committee is 
sponsoring an activity on Martin Luther King 
Day. It is being organized by Community Bap-
tist Church, Community Equity Foundation and 
City of Santa Rosa Parks & Rec.

Come join in the clean-up at Martin Luther 
King Jr. Park (1208 Hendley St.). We can help 
beautify this neighborhood park through tasks 
such as picking up litter, spreading mulch, 

weeding and more. Tools and light refresh-
ments will be provided. Bring your family and 
friends - we’ll see you there! 

Here is the link to register:  
https://srcity.volunteerhub.com/vv2/  
or call Volunteer Program Desk, 707-543-3279.

 
MLK Day of Service

Date: January 19, 2026
Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Location: Martin Luther King Jr. Park
Address: 1208 Hendley Street

Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Cost: FREE

Part of the Beth Ami contingent at MLK Jr. Day of Service in 2025
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Israel Committee
Teddy Bear Project
by Esther Baruch

Teddy Bear Milestones: One year, 300 bears
Hard to believe that the Teddy Bear Project 

will soon celebrate its first anniversary.
We’re also about to ship our 300th bear. All 

the bears reach Israeli children traumatized by 
the events on and since October 7th. Some 
have been orphaned. Some haven’t seen their 
dad in months. Some have spent too many 
nights huddled in shelters.

It’s been so gratifying to see photos of the 
young recipients hugging their teddies. Three 
youngsters from a kindergarten that recently 
re-opened after being evacuated since October 
7th made a very sweet, very touching little 
video thanking us for the bears. The families 
are also gratified to know that Americans 
support them. We enclose notes to go with 
each bear, listing all the makers and letting the 
recipients know we’re thinking of them.

In December, 2025, the Teddy Bear Project 
celebrated its one-year anniversary. By the 
time you read this, we will have shipped 300 
bears to Israel. All together, 39 Americans 
have participated in this effort to comfort and 
support Israeli children and their families who 
have been through unimaginable horrors. So 
many tears, so much loss. 
So many funerals. Racing to 
shelters in the middle of the 
night. Daddies and brothers 
away for months. Sometimes 
forever.

Aside from the 15 makers 
of bears, 14 people have 
generously donated money 
for shipping and 10 people 
have transported bears. (I’m 
counting couples as one.) 
The makers and donors are 
all in California but some 
transporters are my friends and 
relatives back east. I also want 
to thank Rabbi Koas for his 

invaluable support at every step of this project.
My cousin Faigie, the distributor-in-chief, 

reports that as much as the children are thrilled 
to receive what one eight-year-old termed 
“a hug from afar,” the parents are even more 
touched to know that we support and care 
about them. They have sent sweet thank-you 
notes; the pictures of kids with their teddies 
move us to tears.

How you can help:
1.	 To donate toward shipping costs, send or 

call in the donation to Congregation Beth 
Ami. In the “for” line, put “Teddy Bear 
Project.”

2.	 If you or your friends are traveling to 
Israel, consider packing a few bears in your 
suitcase. I’ll give you my cousin’s contact 
information and she’ll send a grandchild to 
pick up the bears.

3.	 If you knit, sew, or crochet, consider 
joining our fun, laughter-filled meetings. 
We meet twice a month at CBA and the rest 
of the time we knit, etc, at home. You don’t 
have to be a professional. The process is 
quite simple. We’ll help you get started. 
You also don’t have to be Jewish or a CBA 
member. All are equal Project members.

4.	 Contact Esther at finishingtouches18@gmail.
com for more information.
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Beth Ami Gift Shop

Judaica, colorful candles, jewelry, cookbooks and more. 

Office open 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday and

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Friday. 

If possible, call 707-360-3000 and make an appointment  
with Elizabeth before your visit.

Call Bonnie Boren at 528-1628 to order special items.
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The Kitchen Corner
Janet Stein-Larson 
(Myra Stern Thomas, Chair of the  
Kitchen Committee)

After Hanukah, Before Purim
 It’s a quieter time in the kitchen. Winter has 

just started. We in the kitchen committee will 
regroup, clean, move items into our new stor-
age area, shift things around, maybe plan for a 
class, and continue to do our best to maintain 
Congregation Beth Ami’s regular functions with 
food and the kitchen. Our next holiday with 
food doesn’t come up until is in the middle of 
winter. True to the season, it is a much simpler 
and quieter holiday to observe. For me, holidays 
with food traditions are the ones that are fun 
to write about. Even simple holidays have their 
food traditions, and this holiday also has a link 
to the Israeli agricultural cycle.

Tu B’Shevat
It’s no secret that food plays an important part 

of our Holiday cycle. The Jewish Calendar is 
intimately connected to the agricultural cycle of 
Israel.The three major Jewish Pilgrimage Feasts 
commanded by G-d for all to journey and bring 
offerings to the place of G-d’s choosing, are also 
connected with gathering of and celebration 
of various first harvests, Passover (first fruits), 
Shavuot (wheat), and Sukkah (wine). But the 
Torah doesn’t limit appreciation and celebration 
just to harvests. Mid-February in Israel is mid-
winter when the rains begin to decrease. Our 
attention is now directed to all of the different 
fruit producing trees. Tu B’Shevat is the time we 
appreciate and celebrate fruit trees everywhere. 
The New Year of the Trees includes planting of 
new fruit trees and the Torah’s mandated count-
ing the of tree’s age towards the first allowed 
fruit harvest. Later the Tu B’Shevat Seder and 
the addition of Tikkunim, the repairing of the 
world we live in were added. The Seder for Tu 
B’Shevat was developed in the 16th century 
from Kabbalist origins to celebrate the Tree of 
Life (the Kabbalistic map of the Sephirot). Today 
the seder involves blessings and discussions at a 
seder table using at least 12 fruits which incor-

porated the seven species of Israel. Represent-
ing the bounty of food and fruit trees are wheat 
(as the basis for our sustenance), olives, dates, 
grapes, figs, pomegranates, etrogim, apples, 
walnuts, almonds, carobs, and pears, along with 
with 4 cups of wine. The discussions may range  
from traditions (modern to Kabbalistic), ecologi-
cal interpretations, to Zionism. If you wish to 
read more on the Tu BiShvat Seders explore the 
Chabad, Aish, or My Jewish Learning Websites. 
Or if you want a child’s perspective, visit the PJ 
Library Tu BiShvat site. 

If you want more than the traditional Tu 
BiShvat seder, then think about incorporating 
any of the above foods with or in your cel-
ebratory meals. Try them in spreads (IE olive 
tapenade), hors d’oeuvres (try dates stuffed 
with goat cheese), various grain crackers or 
muffins. Use them in soups, salads, sides, des-
serts, or in drink. For some good ideas and reci-
pes you might want to explore the Tu BiShvat 
websites of Tori Avey or Jammie Geller. 

	 After the celebration of Tu B’Shevat 
is over, we can start to prepare for the next 
holiday which will be right around the corner. 
Purim starts on the evening of March 2nd . Lots 
of traditions there to look at.

Enjoy the celebration!
~janet Stein-Larson
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January Services

January 2 Friday	
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan 
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with  
Rabbi Koas

January 3 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the 
Social Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning 
service with Rabbi Koas, potluck 
lunch

January 9 Friday	  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan  
6:00 pm Shir Shabbat with Rabbi 
Koas and Klezmer Creek   
6:45 pm Shabbat Dinner fea-
turing Klezmer Creek   

January 10 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the 
Social Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning 
service. Bat Mitzvah of Judy 
Kupfer with Rabbi Koas, 
sponsored Kiddush Luncheon

January 11 Sunday  
9:00 am Morning Minyan and 
Breakfast, followed by Torah on 
Trails   

January 16 Friday   
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan  
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with 
Rabbi Koas followed by potluck  

January 17 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the 
Social Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning 
service with Rabbi Koas,  
10 am Tot Shabbat  
Noon: potluck lunch

January 19 Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat  

January 23 Friday	  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan with 
Rob Gitlin  
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with 
Bonnie Boren and Anne Stierman   

January 24 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the 
Social Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning 
service with Rabbi Koas, potluck 
lunch

January 30 Friday	  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan with 
Rob Gitlin  
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat lay 
led, followed by Oneg

January 31 Saturday  
9:30 am. Psukei d’Zimra 
9:45 Shabbat morning service Lay 
led, potluck lunch  

February Services 

Febrary 1-2 Tu B’Shevat 

February 6 Friday   
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan  
6:00 pm Shir Shabbat with Rabbi 
Koas and Klezmer Creek   
6:45 pm Shabbat Dinner 
featuring Klezmer Creek 

February 7 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the 
Social Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning 
service with Rabbi Koas, potluck 
lunch 

February 8 Sunday  
9:00 am Morning Minyan and 
Breakfast 

Tu B’Shevat picnic, 10:00 am 
carpool to Armstrong Woods

February 13 Friday  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan with 
Rob Gitlin  
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat with 
Rabbi Koas, potluck dinner

February 14 Saturday  
8:45 am. Torah Study in the Social 
Hall  
9:45 am. Shabbat morning service 
with Rabbi Koas, potluck lunch

February 20 Friday  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan with 
Rob Gitlin  
6:00 pm. Kabbalat Shabbat lay led

February 21 Saturday  
9:30 am. Psukei d’Zimra 
9:45 Shabbat morning service Lay 
led, potluck lunch 
10:00 am Tot Shabbat

February 27 Friday  
5:30 pm. Meditative Minyan with 
Rob Gitlin  
6:00 pm. Sing In Shabbat with 
Leah Gerber

February 28 Saturday  
9:30 am. Psukei d’Zimra 
9:45 Shabbat morning service Lay 
led, potluck lunch

Services at Beth Ami
We welcome you to join us for services. For addi-
tional information or to verify the times, call the of-
fice at (707) 360-3000 or view the CBA calendar 
at www.bethamisr.org.

All Shabbat Morning Services will be held in per-
son and on Zoom. Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat 
services will be held in person and on Zoom un-
less noted below. 

Potluck lunch begins after Saturday morning ser-
vices approximately at noon.

Monthly Sunday Morning Services start at 9:00 
am. followed by a light breakfast

Sunday - Thursday, 7 pm Evening Services when 
a Minyan is requested to say Kaddish. To request 
and schedule, please call the office one week prior. 
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We are very grateful for your support and think it’s important that your dona-
tion is acknowledged in the Shofar. (The minimum donation for each occasion 
is $9.00) You can donate online at BethAmiSR.org /giving/

Generous Contributions to our Congregation

General Fund
In honor of Russ Gurevitch’s 
80th birthday  
—Chip & Carol Swanson

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Barbara McGee

In memory of Edith Newman  
—Adrea Moss

In memory of Edith Newman. 
May her memory be a blessing.   
—David & Elisabeth Van Nuys

In honor of Susanne 
Batzdorff’’s 104th Birthday! 
Happy birthday to our 
beautiful matriarch! We love 
you —Paul Kaltenbach & 
Lindsay Kvam

In memory of our dear cousin, 
Edith Newman 
—Jacqueline, Ron & Liz Kohn 

In memory of Manchester 
victims —Anonymous

In memory of Ronit Glickman’s 
Spiegelman cousins  
—Anonymous

In memory of Marcelle Marcus   
—Jeffrey Sheff

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Richard & Marie Johnson

In memory of Brian Gross 
—Anonymous

In memory of a great lady, 
Edith Newman. We will miss 
her so much. —Mark Stoelting 
& Leanne Schy

In honor of the birthdays of 
Phil Weil and Bonnie Boren  
—Sheila Lewis 

In memory of Lisa Ballo 
—Anonymous

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Ivan Barta

In memory of Edith Newman 
— Tish Levee

In memory of our dear friend, 
Edith 
—Phil Weil & Bonnie Boren

A generous donation  
—Anonymous

Mazel Tov to Susanne Batzdorff 
upon her big birthday  
—Anonymous

Speedy Recovery to Jerry 
Newman —Anonymous

Thank you to all the High 
Holiday readers and helpers  
—Anonymous

In memory of Anna Whitaker 
—Anonymous

In honor of being called to the 
bimah —Ivan Barta

In loving memory of Edith 
Newman  
—Edee Sternfield-Squires

A generous donation  
—Ira & Marlene Lowenthal

Happy Hanukkah!  
—Elisa Watkins

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Desmond & Margaret 
Shapiro

A thoughtful donation  
—Howard & Ronit Glickman

Mazal Tov to Dr. Elianna 
Sternfeld —Anonymous

Todah Rabah to Cantor Jessie  
—Anonymous

In memory of Vivian Frye  
—Anonymous

In memory of Marcelle Marcus 
—Anonymous

In memory of Ben Weiss  
—Anonymous

In memory of Gideon 
Rosenbach  —Anonymous

In honor of Russ Gurevitch’s 
80th birthday and in 
appreciation of the delicious 
sponsored lunch  
—Zelda Bettman

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Judi Hyman

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Judith Stern

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Judy Miller

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Juli Scherer

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Margaret McFarlin

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Marjorie Gordon

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Melvin Decker & Judith 
Stern

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Michael & Judith Farrell

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Patricia Nichols

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Stuart & Ethel Schy



January / February 2026 • Congregation Beth Ami Shofar • page 17 • bethamisr.org

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Fredrika Gross

Thanks to Zoe Baruch for 
leading the upcoming Tot 
Shabbat —Anonymous

Thank you to Bonnie Boren 
& Tamar Landau for leading 
kabalat shabbat services  
—Anonymous

Thank you to Leanne & Mark 
for your hosting Cantor Jessie  
—Anonymous

Thank you Tamar & Roy for 
your kindness —Anonymous

Happy Birthday Janice Levy 
Sternfeld —Anonymous

Better health to Rayme Shapiro  
—Anonymous

Thank you to Dave K & Mark D 
and all their helpers  
—Anonymous

In loving memory of Edith 
Newman —Judy Gunnar

Thank you to Nancy & Ed for 
your kindness —Anonymous

Mazel Tov to Ethel Schy - 
Happy Birthday!—Anonymous

Thanks to David Kahn and 
Mark Dierkhising for preparing 
a delicious Break The Fast  
—Anonymous

Mazel Tov to Miriyam Gevirtz 
upon the birth of her great-
granddaughter —Anonymous

A generous donation 
—Robert & Robin Cooper

General Fund:  
Shabbat Lunch
A thoughtful donation  
—Anonymous

A thoughtful donation  
—Anonymous

Children’s Jewish Education 
Fund: 
In honor of Mark Dierkhising. 
Thank you for joining our 
tribe. It’s always nice to see 
you —Mark & Carol Rosen

In memory of Sydny Paul, 
mother of Jane Paul  
—Mark & Carol Rosen

Thank you to Richard Kahn 
for the Absolute Music jazz 
concert!  
—Mark & Carol Rosen

Thank you to Barbara 
Tomin for the magnificent, 
homegrown floral 
arrangements for Absolute 
Music. —Mark & Carol Rosen

In loving memory of Edith 
Newman  
—Mark & Carol Rosen

Refuah Shlema to Debi 
Chapman  
—Mark & Carol Rosen

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In honor of Dierk’s conversion 
and in appreciation of him  
—Zelda Bettman

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Richard Kahn & Anne 
Brown 

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Anonymous

A thoughtful donation 
—Galya Bayreuther

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Susy Boimoil Starr

In memory of Edith Newman 
—Tad & Debbie Shapiro

Generous Contributions to our Congregation
Continued…

Simcha Board Tree of Life
Honor thy mother...also thy 

aunt, uncle, cousin, child, 
best friend, teacher with an 

engraved leaf on our Sim-
cha Board, commemorating 

any joyous occasion, be-
stowal of an honor, or cause 

for thanksgiving.

Leaf—$360
Small Stone—$1000
Large Stone—$2500
We also provide the opportu-
nity for  
you to memorialize loved 
ones.
Yahrzeit Board 
Plaque—$450
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January Yahrzeits
Secular dates correspond to Hebrew date of death. 
Observance of yahrzeit begins at sundown the previous day. 
All yahrzeits observed at Beth Ami.

January Birthdays

Marge Ballo
Evan Zelig
Tish Levee 
Dan Weiss
Tamar Landau
Richard Feldman
Lenore Holloway
Paula Schlesinger
Ellen Perry
Michele Guttenberg
Leah Millstein
Bill Friedman
Stephen Nett

January Anniversaries
Joyce & Paul Kobetz

Announced on January 2 & 3
Jan. 5	 Franklin Cohen		
	 Brother of Eli Cohen

Jan. 5	 Sylvia Feinberg Kegel		
	 Step Grandmother  
	 of Sakina Bryant

Jan. 5	 William Friedman		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Joslyn Metzger

Jan. 6	 Robert Maurice Deal		
	 Brother of  
	 Barbara Whitaker

Jan. 6	 Jack Schiffman		
	 Father of Bernice Fox

Jan. 7	 Dr. Raymond Kauffman		
	 Father of  
	 Raphael Kauffman

Jan. 7	 Bea Kaplan		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Michelle Zygielbaum

Jan. 8	 Elaine Robinson		
	 Mother of Myrna Morse

Jan. 9	 Mordachai ben Herschel		
	 Brother of  
	 Evelyn Gurevitch

Announced on January 9 & 10

Jan. 10	 Gladys Baba		
	 Mother of William Cordell

Jan. 11	 Rosa Newman		
	 Grandmother of Carol & 	 
	 Michael Newman

Jan. 14	 Edith Volkmann		
	 Sister of Evelyn Gurevitch 

Jan. 16 	 Ruth Levy		
	 Mother of Janice Sternfeld

Announced on January 16 & 17

Jan. 17	 Evelyn Cooper		
	 Mother of Bob Cooper

Jan. 17	 Paul Lazovic		
	 Friend of Tish Levee

Jan. 18	 Ruth Baruch		
	 Mother of Esther Baruch

Jan. 19	 Sylvia Bernstein		
	 Aunt of Marc Bernstein

Jan. 20	 Kelso Thomas		
	 Husband of Myra Thomas

Jan. 21	 Sara Feinstein		
	 Mother of Paul Feinstein

Jan. 21	 Ruth Schwartz Susnow		
	 Mother of Nancy Fleming

Jan. 22	 Sidney Gerhard		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Sakina Bryant

Announced on January 23 & 24

Jan. 24	 Lewis Magnus		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Howard Glickman

Jan. 24	 David Myerfeld		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Patty Bernstein

Jan. 25	 Erna Biberstein		
	 Mother of  
	 Susanne Batzdorff

Jan. 26	 Emilie Goodman		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Edee Sternfield-Squires

Jan. 26	 Henry Mazur		
	 Father of Martha Lane

Jan. 27	 Irving Decker		
	 Father of Mel Decker

Jan. 27	 Ralph Swanson		
	 Father-in-law of  
	 Carol Swanson

Jan. 27	 George Waldman		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Barbara Whitaker

Jan. 28	 Warren Davis		
	 Husband of Judith Helman

Jan. 29	 Nomi Lev-Yahm		
	 Mother of Vivian Klein 	

Announced on January 30 & 31 

Feb. 1	 Esther Frazee		
	 Aunt of Patti Gregg

Feb. 1	 Beverly Sherman		
	 Mother of Nancy Sherman

Feb. 1	 Michelle Stein		
	 Mother of  
	 Janet Stein-Larson

Feb. 1	 Lillian Margolese		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Michelle Zygielbaum

Feb. 2	 Marguerite Connors		
	 Mother of Tish Levee

Feb. 4	 Fannie Miller		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Rabbi Mordecai Miller

Feb. 4	 Harry Schneider		
	 Father of Evelyn Gurevitch

Feb. 4	 Marilyn Brunstein		
	 Mother of David Brunstein

Feb. 5	 Mark Gurevitch		
	 Brother-in-law of  
	 Evelyn Gurevitch

Feb. 6	 Quentin Brown		
	 Father of Anne Brown

Feb. 6	 Irwin Margolese		
	 Uncle of  
	 Michelle Zygielbaum

Feb. 6	 Paul Zygielbaum		
	 Husband of  
	 Michelle Zygielbaum 
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February Yahrzeits
Secular dates correspond to Hebrew date of death. 
Observance of yahrzeit begins at sundown the previous day. 
All yahrzeits observed at Beth Ami.

February Birthdays

Sybille Anbar
Ellen Mundell
Dr. Eli Cohen
Rayme Shapiro
Ed Harman
David Ballo
Andy Fleming
Daryl Schloss
Branagan Branagan
Betty Boyd
Bernice Fox
Barb McGee
Arnold Herskovic
Boyd Lane
Michael Newman

February Anniversaries 
Dan & Sybille Anbar
Janice & Jeff Sternfeld
Patty & Marc Bernstein
Vivian & Irvin Klein

Announced on February 6 & 7 

Feb. 7	 Sheyna Morse		
	 Mother-in-law of  
	 Myrna Morse

Feb. 9	 Timothy Cleveland		
	 Husband of Ellen Perry 

Feb. 9	 Freda Weiss		
	 Grandmother of Dan Weiss

Feb. 9	 Dr. Steve Pomerantz		
	 Brother-in-law of  
	 Raphael Kauffman

Feb. 10	 Erwin Batzdorf		
	 Father of Alfred Batzdorff

Feb. 10	 Gerson Kahn		
	 Father of David Kahn

Feb. 12	 Rayfield Helman		
	 Father of Judith Helman

Feb. 13	 Zislye bas Mendel Laib		
	 Mother-in-law of  
	 Evelyn Gurevitch 

Announced on February 13 & 14

Feb. 15	 Marilyn Diamond		
	 Mother of Lauren Newman

Feb. 17	 Mort Sherman		
	 Father of Nancy Sherman

Feb. 18 	 Irwin Inman		
	 Father of Lee Feinstein

Feb. 19	 Jack Iskin		
	 Father of Lisa Iskin

Feb. 20	 Nathan Hartzman		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Cheryle Miller

Feb. 20	 Charles Yelin		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Francie Rogovin

Announced on February 20 & 21

Feb. 21	 Mae Bernstein		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Marc Bernstein

Feb. 21	 Aaron Speigelman		
	 Uncle of Ronit Glickman

Feb. 22	 Lillian Garson		
	 Mother of Andrea Nett

Feb. 22	 Shulamith Miller		
	 Mother of  
	 Rabbi Mordecai Miller 

Feb. 23	 Jeremy Jason Kahn		
	 Son of David Kahn

Feb. 23	 Anna Branagan		
	 Mother of  
	 Branagan Branagan

Feb. 24	 Sadie Selowitz		
	 Aunt of Susan Miller

Feb. 25	 Arthur Margolese		
	 Father of  
	 Michelle Zygielbaum

Feb. 25	 Mardelle Rome		
	 Mother of Robin Cooper

Feb. 25	 Lydia Ross		
	 Sister of Henry Cohn

Feb. 26	 Martin Boimoil		
	 Father of  
	 Susy Boimoil Starr

Feb. 27	 Sylvia Feingold		
	 Grandmother of  
	 Vivian Klein

Feb. 27	 Elinor G. Herman		
	 Aunt of David Brunstein

Feb. 27	 Margaret Pacheco		
	 Mother of Patti Gregg

Announced on Feb. 27 & 28

Feb. 28	 Morris Bernstein		
	 Grandfather of  
	 Marc Bernstein 

Feb. 28	 Cianán Conway		
	 Grandson of Tish Levee

Feb. 28	 Frieda Goldman		
	 Mother of Ethel Schy

Feb. 28	 Gershon Calvert Uday		
	 Father of Richard Kahn 

March 1	 Michael Brust		
	 Father of Barbara McGee

March 1	 Philip Feingold		
	 Father of Vivian Klein 

March 1	 Brian Gross		
	 Husband of Fredrika Gross

March 2	 Sam Rome 		
	 Father of Robin Cooper 

March 2	 Milton Segal		
	 Father of Miriyam Gevirtz 

March 2	 Bernice Wagner		
	 Mother of Ellen Perry

March 3	 Irvin Brunstein		
	 Father of David Brunstein 

March 4	 Irene Wilson		
	 Mother of Brian Wilson

March 4	 Sidney Sternfield-Squires		
	 Husband of  
	 Edee Sternfield-Squires

March 4	 Edward S. Susnow		
	 Father of Nancy Fleming

March 6	 Polly Boyd		
	 Mother of Elizabeth Boyd



Address service requested

 4676 Mayette Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

January 2 - 3 
Vayhi 
Candle Lighting—4:43 pm 
Havdalah—5:46 pm

January 9 - 10 
Shemot  
Candle Lighting—4:50 pm 
Havdalah—5:52 pm

January 16 - 17 
Va’era Mevarchim  
Chodesh Sh’vat 
Candle Lighting—4:57 pm 
Havdalah—5:59 pm

January 19 Rosh Chodesh 
Shevat

January 23 - 24 
Bo 
Candle Lighting—5.05 pm 
Havdalah—6:06 pm

January 30 - 31 
Beshallah  	
Shabbat Shirah 
Candle Lighting—5:13 pm 
Havdalah—6:41 pm

February 1 - 2 Tu B’ Shevat

February 6 - 7 
Yitro   
Candle Lighting—5:21 pm 
Havdalah—6:21 pm

February 13 - 14 
Mishpatim  
Mevarchim Chodesh Adar, 
Shabbat Shekalim  
Candle Lighting—5:29 pm 
Havdalah—6:28 pm

February 20 - 21 
Terumah  
Candle Lighting—5:36 pm 
Havdalah—6:35 pm

February 27 - 28 
Tetzaveh, Shabbat Zakhor  
Candle Lighting—5:44 pm 
Havdalah—6:43 pm

January and February Candlelighting


