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Congregation Beth Ami
4676 Mayette Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405

Telephone707/360-3000 
Fax707/360-3003

Email office@BethAmiSR.org 
Website BethAmiSR.org

Please “like” us at 
facebook.com/CongregationBethAmi

Office Hours
Mon.–Thurs. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.    Fri. 10 a.m.–12 p.m.

Gift Shop and In-Person Appointments 
Elizabeth Jarlsberg works remotely, but is normally in the 
office on Wednesdays. To access the office or meet in 
person with office manager Elizabeth Jarlesberg you must 
make an appointment. Bonnie Boren will be available to 
assist in a gift shop purchase. Candles and Chanukah items 
are available by pre-order, see information inside.

Personnel
Rabbi Mordecai Miller
707-889-6905,  
rabbi@bethamisr.org

Elizabeth Jarlsberg, 
Office Manager
707-360-3000,  
office@bethamisr.org

Jessica Joerger and Lara Brown, 
Early Education Directors
707-360-3030 
ns@bethamisr.org

Rick Concoff, JCC Teen Program
707-823-3916,  
rickc@jccsoco.org

Ben and Tara Winkler, 
Shofar Newsletter
707-843-4956, 
newsletter@bethamisr.org

Volunteers
Bonnie Boren, Gift Shop
707-360-3022 
bonniegboren@gmail.com

Leanne Schy, Communications
Leanne@sonic.net

Officers & Board of 
Directors, 2019–20
Carolyn Metz, President
707-481-3390 
mzmetzpresident@gmail.com

Myrna Morse, VP Administration
707-539-5457, mrm75@att.net

David Ballo, VP of Facilities
707-576-0612, klezhead@sonic.net

Bobbie Rosenthal, 
VP of Membership
415-517-4323 
robertarosenthal16@gmail.com

Barbara McGee, Secretary
707-953-2526 
barbmcgee@comcast.net

Henry Cohn, Treasurer
415-497-2723 
henry.s.cohn@gmail.com

Members Ex Officio
Jessica Joerger and Lara Brown
707-360-3030 
nsdirector@bethamisr.org

Rabbi Mordecai Miller
707-889-6905, rabbi@bethamisr.org

Members at Large
Irvin Klein
707-695-0711, irvin@sonic.net

Carol Swanson
707-874-3412, swangirl@comcast.net

Myra Stern Thomas
707-287-0786, myra52@comcast.net 

Michelle Zygielbaum
707-538-6099, mmz@mpzyg.com

Bob Cooper 
707-337-6244,  bcoop@sonic.net

Richard Kahn 
707-217-5265, earthin4@sonic.net

Mike Mundell 
707-291-3193, mundmike@sonic.net

Leanne Schy 
707-528-4874, Leanne@sonic.net

Jewish Community Contacts

Hillel of Sonoma County

707-795-5464, sonomahillel.org

JCC, Sonoma County

707-528-4222, jccsoco.org

Jewish Community Federation
Carol Appel, 415-847-2992,  
carola@sfjcf.org

Jewish Community Free Clinic
Donna Waldman, 707-585-7780, 
jewishfreeclinic.org

Jewish Community Relations Council
Suzan Berns, 415-957-1551, jcrc.org

Jewish Family & Children’s Services
707-303-1501,  
jfcs.org/sonoma-county

Chevra Kadisha of Sonoma County
Nancy Dotti 707-322-1631

Please Support Our 
Advertisers

Contact  
Congregation Beth Ami Office  
for details about advertising  

in the Shofar.  
office@bethamisr.org

Thank you!
Deadline for Jan./Feb. 2020  
Shofar is Dec. 15
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Rabbi Yitzhak said, “The Torah only needed to 
begin with Exodus 12:2, ‘This month shall be 
to you (the first of the months of the year…)’ 
since it is the very first commandment given to 
the Israelite nation. So for what reason does it 
begin with ‘In the Beginning…’?”

The reason is suggested in Psalm 111, “He 
told His people the power of his acts, in order 
to give to them a portion among the nations.” 
So that were the nations of the world say to 
Israel, “You are (no better than) robbers, since 
you captured the land of the seven nations.” 
They can respond, “The entire world belongs 
to the Holy One, who is blessed. He created it 
and gave it to whomever He felt deserved it: 
through the Divine Will, God gave it to them 
and through the Divine Will, God took it from 
them and gave it to us.”

While this comment appears to suggest that 
the Jewish People have a Divine Right to that 
piece of real-estate that we call the Land of Isra-
el, what is far more significant, I believe, is the 
fact that it raises the question in the first place? 
That is, of course, “By what right do the Jewish 
People claim ownership to that territory?”

Rashi, in quoting R. Yitzhak, is making the 
point that the story of Creation by the Divine 
Will establishes on record God’s ownership of 
the world He created. Consequently, God is the 
only valid source for any nation to lay claim to 
specific land. Ultimately it is up to God’s will.

Psalm 24 puts it quite explicitly: “The earth is 
the Lord’s and everything it contains, the world 
and those who dwell in it, for He has founded 
it upon the seas and established it upon the 
waters…”

In fact, our TaNaCH contains many verses 
which make the point, in various different 
ways, that any claim to ownership in the final 
analysis is God’s. As a result, Jewish law ex-
presses this concept in many ways.

You are, quite possibly, familiar with the 
custom of making hamotzi before partaking of 

bread. You might be interested to know, hal-
achah, or Jewish law doesn’t limit this practice 
—or should I say, commandment?—to Shabbat. 
Reciting a brachah or blessing before partaking 
of the bread is a way of acknowledging the Ul-
timate Owner, or the Divine Source who makes 
the food possible in the way Nature functions.

Extending this to its logical conclusion, our 
Tradition commands us to recite a blessing 
before we consume any food or enjoy any-
thing that exists in this world. Our ability to 
acknowledge the true source of these things 
allows us to obtain permission for deriving 
benefit from them.

Another example would be the laws of the 
Sabbatical and Jubilee years. Every seven years 
the land essentially became ownerless. The 
farmer was forbidden to work his land and 
process his crops to take to market. Anyone 
had the permission to enter his fields and find 
food for their own consumption. Sale of real 
estate were never outright. Essentially, the land 
was sold for its potential harvests until the 50th 
or Jubilee year. If a person bought a field in 
the early years of the cycle, it would cost more 
than if he purchased it closer to the Jubilee 
year. In the 50th year, the land would return 
to its original owner, a direct descendant of 
the family who had been awarded that portion 
when the Israelites captured Canaan.

Having some of this background helps us 
understand the right of the Jewish People to 
the Land of Israel. It involved the establish-
ment of a place where its inhabitants could 
live by this understanding of Divine creation 
and the values, commandments. mitzvot, as 
outlined in the Torah.

Beyond this the Torah outlined a powerful 
system of justice that encompassed the entire 
spectrum of law that included care for the so-
cially disenfranchised.

Psalm 14 goes on to say “Who shall ascend 
the Lord’s mountain? Or who shall stand in His 

Rabbi’s RemaRks
Rabbi Mordecai Miller
What is our title to the Land of Israel?
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Holy Place? The one who has clean hands (in 
other words, if we haven’t used our powers in 
a corrupt way) or a pure heart (if we haven’t 
spent our time devising ways to lie, cheat, 
steal, or engage in any other form involving 
malicious intent), who hasn’t raised the soul 
I gave him to vanity (squandered our lives pur-
suing selfish ends) and not sworn deceitfully 
(have cherished the truth—even at the cost of 
hurting ourselves).

“That one shall receive a blessing from the 
Lord and righteousness (a fitting reward) from 
the God of his salvation (the Source of our 
strength, health and success),

It was in such a way that humanity would be 
able to connect to our Creator. Subsequently 
the influence of Divine Light—as manifested 
in how people actually behave—could bathe 
the world. In other words, it now made sense 
to put in place the Temple, a House where the 
Divine Spirit would “delight to dwell!”

So the reason why the Land of Israel was 
awarded to the Jewish People was to make it 
possible for such ideals to become a practiced 
reality. As the popular song, Dayenu, from 
our Seder begins and ends: what began as 
the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian 
slavery, (the opening stanza), leads ultimately 
to the construction of the Temple (the closing 
stanza).

Our Psalm: “This is the generation of those 
who seek Him (whose lives are directed to 
fulfilling the Divine Will); who seek your 
Presence, O God of Jacob (who yearn to feel 
God’s nearness).”

Make no mistake. If the Jewish People are 
favored in any way, it’s the way we were given 
the opportunity to live our lives in this amaz-
ing land and in such an enlightened way.

It had to be the very purpose for which the 
Jewish people came into this world. It took 
on such powerful implications that intentional 
failure to accomplish it would have dire conse-

quences. This is exactly what the Torah means 
when it calls the relationship between the 
Creator of the World and the Jewish People a 
Brith—a Covenant.

According to the Torah, if the Jewish People 
failed to fulfill this mission; if they decided to 
pursue corrupt or selfish ends; if they decided 
to ignore the warning signs or the words of the 
prophets sent to help them understand their 
predicament and prevent them from abandon-
ing their sacred mission, they would eventually 
and inevitably lose their right to live in this 
land. They would be cast into exile and endure 
all kinds of persecution until they awakened 
again to the very reason for their existence.

Taking this all to modern times. I firmly 
believe that our title to the land of Israel is still 
embedded in practicing laws of righteousness, 
justice and compassion to humanity. I know 
that others might look at it differently, but the 
truth is: the concept of ownership or territo-
rial control has to depend on some external 
authority or else it becomes an issue of might 
makes right.

History should have proved beyond a shad-
ow of a doubt the consequences of the latter. 
One need only look as far as the Chinese oc-
cupation of Tibet.

The modern State of Israel came into ex-
istence through a combination of both prin-
ciples: the authority of the United Nations and 
the War of Independence. Unlike the Divine 
Creator, the United Nations does not have 
ultimate authority and again, history teaches us 
that wars often leave behind more problems 
than they solve. Since 1948, for close to three 
quarters of a century, the existence of the Jew-
ish State has been challenged. If, on the other 
hand, there really were a willingness, on all 
sides, to seek righteousness, justice and com-
passion; instead of seeking the subjugation or 
even the annihilation of the one of the parties 
involved; if the question everyone were asking 

Rabbi’s RemaRks
continued…
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was, “How could we work towards a just and 
equitable solution to our differences?” I am 
convinced that the solution could be found. 
Not overnight, perhaps, but ultimately, a step 
at a time. The fact that both sides share a com-
mon belief in a Divine Creator; as children of 
God, seeking the common good, could actu-
ally lead to mutual understanding.

Regardless, if Jewish history has anything to 
tell us, our ultimate right and title to our Jew-
ish Homeland indeed, the future of Israel will 
depend on recognizing the Covenant we’ve 
always had with our Creator.

Turning once again to Psalm 14: “Lift up your 
heads, O you gates; and be lifted up, O you 
everlasting doors; that the King of glory may 
come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord 

strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. 
Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, 
you everlasting doors; that the King of glory 
may come in. Who is this King of glory? The 
Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.”

Rabbi’s RemaRks
continued…

See the order form for Chanukah Candles, Dreidels and Gelt in this Shofar and in the Cybershul. 
Lizzie is in the office on Wednesdays for pick up. Please call the office for an appointment—707-360-3000

You may also call Bonnie to make other arrangements—707-528-1628

Beth Ami Gift Shop
The Gift Shop Has…

A Variety Of Chanukiot New Mezuzahs Shabbat Candlesticks

ALEF isn't enough 
BET isn't tough
Study Hebrew from the source with a 
native Israeli.

All levels. The easy way. 
Prayers, Chanting Torah Tropes

contact Ahuva Simon-Sa'ar at 
(707)545-2454 or Ahuva@sonic.net
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Finally, a week of beautiful clean fall Sonoma 
County air—gorgeous sunsets, watching the 
new moon settle in the western sky, perfect 
walking weather. By the time you read this 
message, the election will be upon us. I hope 
you have voted or planned how to cast your 
vote—do it! Let me know if you need help get-
ting your ballot to a secure drop box.

With the High Holidays behind us, a few 
acknowledgements are in order. One benefit 
of having great staff is that they make it look 
seamless, but I know how committed and 
hard-working, flexible and creative they have 
all been during the time of COVID.

Rabbi Miller, Cantor David Ackerman, song 
leader Lisa Iskin, choreographed a beautiful 
series of services from Erev Rosh Hashanah 
through to Simchat Torah.

Lee Feinstein, Barb McGee and Jerry New-
man were partners with the staff in creating 
opportunities for personal engagement and 
meaningful participation.

Elizabeth Jarlsberg kept all the records and 
lines of communication open, maintaining CO-
VID protocols to keep everyone coming to the 
campus safe and well.

Thank You, Todah Rabah, on behalf of the 
Board of Directors for making the holidays 
such a success. There are many more volun-
teers, not named here, who took pieces of the 
threads that when woven together made the 
community stronger. Know that your participa-
tion makes the texture of our community rich 
and varied, and I thank you for that.

My other acknowledgement is to the staff 
of Beth Ami Community Nursery School—ad-
ministrators and teachers—who have made a 
miracle happen right on our campus.

Lara Brown and Jessica Joerger, Co-Directors, 
and Natalee Pughe, Head Teacher, have pro-

vided the leadership to create a safe, provoca-
tive, loving environment for as many as 60 
children (2–5 years old) and 15 teachers to be 
on our campus daily. And it’s working!

Everything about the jobs of the preschool 
staff has changed regarding interactions with 
parents, children and one another. To be able 
to keep the ship steady amidst the battering of 
COVID, fires, smoke, poor air quality, financial 
stress, lost days of school, licensing require-
ments, Health Department requirements, Beth 
Ami oversight—truly remarkable. I can’t thank 
them enough.

I also want to acknowledge the financial sup-
port from the Jewish Community Federation 
for additional scholarships as well as funds to 
purchase COVID PPE and cleaning supplies, 
and to hire more teaching staff. The Federa-
tion also convenes an Early Childhood Educa-
tion Cohort (Directors) that has been meeting 
weekly for months and providing a strong 
network for our Co-Directors to work with the 
best and brightest in the field. Deborah Burg-
Schnirman has been an integral part of getting 
the Co-Directors connected, maintaining focus, 
and infusing the program with Jewish values 
and culture.

And finally, your response to the High Holi-
day Annual Appeal has been validating of all 
of the above and I want to give you my heart-
felt thanks. As of this writing, we have re-
ceived $45,655 in payments and pledges, more 
than the total received in 2019. It’s your way 
of saying we’re on the right track, and I thank 
you for that. You still have time to be counted 
and help us reach our goal of $50,000, helping 
to maintain our community and preserve what 
you love. (Please call the office to make your 
commitment 707-360-3000). Stay safe, stay 
well.

PResident’s Page
Carolyn Metz, President
Happy Cheshvan, Taking a Breather
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Once again we have suffered through another 
fire and evacuations and power outages. It is 
hard to believe that fall has become such a 
frightening time in Sonoma County. As No-
vember is upon us we are all hoping for rain. 
Sooner than later.

The SAC has continued to plug away and do 
what little we can to provide home cooked 
meals at The Palms. This month we decided 
to distribute 100 meals as the need is so great. 
Judi Hyman and Michele Zygielbaum deliv-
ered the food and let us know how apprecia-
tive everyone at The Palms is when they hear 
that Congregation Beth Ami is bringing dinner. 
They love the food. We make chili with a bag 
of Fritos, corn bread and brownies.

I want to thank everyone in the committee 
for their tireless commitment to this ongoing 
project. Great work!

The weather is going to change quickly and 
people will be needing many items to pro-
vide warmth. I am not sure how to distribute 
and where distribution will be possible, but 
think about collecting hats, scarves, gloves and 
socks. When we know where the best places 
to drop off are, we will let everyone know. 
Thanks in advance for your thoughtfulness. 
The Redwood Empire Food Bank is doing an 
amazing job to provide food for the thousands 
of Sonoma County residents that are dealing 
with food insecurities. Please consider volun-
teering or donating money. Contacts: refb.org. 
(707) 523-7900.

I’m reminded that during these precarious 
times it is important to reach out to neighbors 
and friends and strangers who may need a 
friendly smile, a telephone call, a card, a hello 
and how are you? We all need connection 
now.

social action scooP
Lyla Nathan



November / December 2020 • Congregation Beth Ami Shofar • page 8 • bethamisr.org

Our Condolences to the Families of:
Esther Buchsbaum, mother  
of Lauren Buchsbaum

Estelle Kahn, mother of Richard Kahn

Lori Jill Rogovin Smith, sister  
of Francie Rogovin

Alan Lavin, cousin of Susan Miller

Wishing a Speedy Recovery to:

Question: Teens? Answer: USY!
Are your teens bored with nothing to do? Join 
Sonoma County USY for fun Jewish events 
from your computer!

Nov. 15—Group Yoga

Dec. 13—Hanukkah Party
Contact Jeremy Lipsin at jeremyscusy@gmail.
com or Pasha Toub at newfromemkad@gmail.
com for more information.

Israeli Folk Dancing on Zoom
A lot of activities are in 
trouble during the Covid 
pandemic, and folk danc-
ing is certainly among 
them. Holding hands with 
lots of people while you 
run around in a circle 
breathing heavily is not 
within safety guidelines.

However, various folkdance groups have 
been meeting on Facebook and Zoom, and 
after a few months of moping around not do-
ing much, I decided to roll up my sleeves and 

the rug and follow their example. Granted, it is 
weird to dance around by yourself while look-
ing at others bobbing around in little rectan-
gles onscreen, but it is a chance to listen to the 
music, remember the dances, and of course 
keep in touch with other dancers.

The Israeli folk dance group that once met at 
Beth Ami is now meeting every other Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. on Zoom. The dances are a mix 
of old classics and newer dances. We mostly 
do requests and whatever people feel like do-
ing. There are some who just like to watch and 
listen.

The Zoom link is not the normal Beth Ami 
Zoom room, so if you would like to be on the 
email list for this group, email Leanne@sonic.
net with Israeli dance in the subject. We hope 
to see you!

A Message From JVS
Aryeh Fein, Jewish Community Outreach  
Senior Coordinator

Over the last six months, many in the Bay Area 
have lost jobs, income, and are experiencing 
soaring financial stress. As part of our rapid re-
sponse efforts, JVS has launched over 20 virtu-
al job readiness workshops to help get people 
back to work during this difficult time. One 
of my goals as Jewish Community Outreach 
Coordinator is to help connect the broader Bay 
Area Jewish community to JVS’s services, mak-
ing sure that those at Congregation Beth Ami 
and the communities it serves, have familiarity 
and access to this programming.

I hope you and your loved ones are safe and 
healthy during these strange times—and things 
stay that way.

To find out more about our free offerings and/
or register for one of our workshops, visit: 
https://www.jvs.org/job-search-workshops/. 
Feel free to contact JVS—(415) 782-6251 or 
afein@jvs.org. We would be happy to answer 
any questions.

events & announcements

Judy Dzik

Alfred Batzdorff

Maury Jones

Anna Judd

Dennis Judd

Linda Emblen

Rob Gitlin

Ahuvah bat Shulamith

Mila Tsipan

Phyllis Morton

Tishbacha bat Sara

Etienne Sampiere
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Racism and Social Justice Committee 
is sponsoring another evening on 
Racial and Social Justice December 3
Are you interested in our community of So-
noma County? Are you wondering what you 
can do to help improve civil rights? How can 
you be an ally?

Thursday, December 3, 2020 7 pm-8 pm. 
Check Cybershul for the Zoom link to the 
event.

Let’s get to know our community better. Join 
us as we welcome Reverend Lee Turner, pas-
tor of the Community Baptist Church in Santa 
Rosa. This is an opportunity to listen to his 
perspective on the black experience of black 
citizens living in Sonoma County. After Rever-
end Turner shares his thoughts on the topic, 
there will be time for questions and discus-

sion.

Help Caryn Fried & Wayne  
Reynolds Recover From The Fire
By now many of you have heard our tragic 
news. We are heartbroken, exhausted and 
taking one day at a time. We are very grate-
ful for all of your love, check-ins and offers of 
support. Please know that your messages are 

being received, and are appreciated. It is go-
ing to take some time to ground ourselves and 
navigate our path forward.

It has become abundantly clear however, that 
our insurance will not come close to mak-
ing us whole. We are uneasy about the days 
ahead, especially now that we have lost our 
businesses. As a result, we have decided to 
launch a GoFundMe Campaign to supplement 
our insurance. It is a tough pill to swallow 
to ask for financial help, but we have had to 
come to terms with the reality that we are in 
a tenuous position. You can read more about 
our situation in the GoFundMe and the press 
included below here —https://gf.me/u/y3u3rx.

KTVU featured our story on the 10 o’clock 
news. You can view and share it on Face-
book here—https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=2848289922065544. Also, a heartfelt 
article was written about us by Maya Mirsky 
for J Weekly. Thank you all for holding us 
through this challenging time.

Farewell To Congregation Beth Ami
By Tish Levee

I’m about to become a distant davener, joining 
those folks who Zoom to services from all over 
the country. I’m moving to Olympia, WA, to be 
near my son and his family, but I will miss you 
all. Beth Ami has been my mishpocha for over 
21 years, but as I get older, I need to be closer 
to my children. When I decided to move, I 
thought I’d do so in January. But now I’ve 
found a great place near my family, in walking 
distance of shopping, transit, the library, and 
woods with trails—so I’m moving at the end of 
November.

Toddah rabbah to everyone at Beth Ami; you 
have nurtured me in my life as a Jew and made 
it so much richer. I am so glad I was able to 
have my Bat Mitzvah last February; I am grate-
ful to everyone who came and made it such a 
memorable time. I will never forget you.

events & announcements
Continued…
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Comfort
When we are in a topsy-turvy world, where 
nothing is what it should be; we struggle for 
normalcy and comfort. Comfort foods help 
soothe us. It’s not just the eating of the foods 
that is the reward! Think also of the reward 
in planning, preparation and serving of these 
dishes. Now that you have more time to spend 
in the kitchen, think of new skills you can ac-
quire. Don’t know how? Just grab a cookbook, 
call a friend for tips, or go on-line for articles 
or for YouTube classes. You can even share 
this with a group on Zoom. Need assistance in 
your kitchen?

How about recruiting your family members 
(or others who are in your social distance 
bubble) to help. And while you are at it, how 
about taking pictures and sharing your event 
of creation. We could all enjoy viewing your 
pleasing results at the Congregation Beth Ami 
Website or the Beth Ami Facebook sites. Con-
tact Leanne Schy or Elizabeth Jarlsberg if you 
wish to share your pictures.

For Thanksgiving: we really do have a lot to 
be thankful. And to celebrate the season we 
have all sorts of comfort foods of turkey, stuff-
ing, mashed potatoes, yams, cranberry sauce, 
squashes, green-bean casserole, rolls, and for 
desserts of course, pies of all types. This is the 
harvest food feast.

For Chanukah we have a treasure trove of 
hardy winter comfort foods to keep you going 
during the cold. Think brisket with vegetables, 
hardy creamy (cheesy) soups, kugels, maca-
roni and cheese, latkes and of course desserts 
like Sufganiyot (jelly donuts), Loukoumades 
(Greek honey puffs or donut holes), puddings, 
cakes, candies, and, even, butter cookies.

Whether you want to make traditional food, 
filled with good energy providing fats and sug-
ars to help us deal with the cold weather; or 
you want to do this with healthier foods (i.e., 
baking instead of frying); or using different 

recipes (i.e., vegetarian or vegan) instead of 
traditional recipes, have at it! Enjoy the chal-
lenge of making your home a comfort zone 
during these holidays.

And while you are thinking of comfort food, 
spare a thought of all those who aren’t as for-
tunate. We have had many sequential tragedies 
in our small community over the past view 
months. Whether you donate, or participate in 
helping make things a little bit more comfort-
able for them, thank you!

We look forward to the time when we are 
able to once again meet and eat with our fami-
lies and friends to celebrate these times. We 
look forward to when we are able to open our 
kitchens to all who wish to help. Meanwhile, 
our goal is to provide what normalcy and com-
fort we can to get us through these seasons, 
one day at a time. Stay healthy and safe and 
enjoy!

the kitchen coRneR
Janet Stein-Larson 
with Myra Stern Thomas, Chair of the Kitchen Committee
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The previous installment of the Re-Jew-Vena-
tion column was titled, A Wake-Up Call. This 
installment expands on that title, asking you 
to make a choice to awaken to the immediate, 
urgent, and growing dangers of antisemitism. 
This installment is about facing the reality of 
antisemitism, on campus, in the US, and world-
wide. Indeed, the age-old pandemic cancer of 
antisemitism spans the globe, spans politics 
from the far left to the far right, and spans all 
religious and the non-religious affiliations.

Previous installments of this column in-
formed us of the dangers posed by U.S. Jew-
ry’s fragmentation and assimilation. We have 
already lost our battle against assimilation. 
Jews’ largest faction is those who do not affili-
ate with any branch of Judaism. Increasingly, 
those with Jewish parents abandon their Jew-
ish identity.

Intermarriage hastens assimilation. Seven 
years ago, Pew Research reported that inter-
marriage in the U.S. was already then at 71%. 
Two-thirds of marginal Jews raise their chil-
dren as non-Jews. One-fifth of Jewish millenni-
als consider Jesus as God, and an even greater 
number, 34%, consider that belief in Jesus as 
God is compatible with being Jewish. In the 
last 100 years, most have moved from being 
Jews living in America to Americans who are 
Jewish, to becoming Americans with Jewish an-
cestors. Steven Bayme of the American Jewish 
Committee writes, “we’ve lost 2 million Jews 
over the last 25 years” to assimilation.

Likewise, antisemitism is shrinking our num-
bers. Wake Up America, and Smell the Anti-
Semitism is the title of a September 3, 2020 
article by Eve Barlow in Tablet Magazine. Bar-
low notes that “antisemitism seems to render 
American Jews further from their Jewish iden-
tity and closer to a desire to blend in.”

Assimilation and antisemitism work in con-
cert against Jewish identity. Those raised with 
only a pediatric understanding of Judaism 

are the most vulnerable to assimilation. Were 
the allure toward assimilation not problem-
atic enough, Barlow observes that public and 
campus antisemitism pushes the marginal 
away from their Jewish identity. If our future 
lies with our youth, we are in trouble. Jewish 
students fear identifying with the Jewish peo-
ple on many college campuses. The website, 
CanaryMission.org, documents the numerous 
professors, student organizations, and individu-
als who propagate antisemitism on campus. 
(The website also feature stories of those who 
redeemed themselves after Canary Mission 
exposed their antisemitism.) Research by the 
Amcha Initiative revealed over 3000 antisemitic 
incidents on U.S. campuses in the last five 
years. Visit their database at https://amchaini-
tiative.org/search-by-university. Like pre-WWII 
Germany, antisemitism is rising in academia. 
Today 20% of German university academics 
reject Israel’s existence.

These days marches led both by the far left 
and the alt-right showcase their antisemitic 
components. Many marchers blame Jews for 
the world’s wrongs, even including the corona-
virus pandemic. The situation is deteriorating. 
A Tel Aviv University study showed an 18% 
rise in antisemitic incidents from 2018 to 2019 
worldwide.

Even more alarmingly, ADL’s Global 100 
survey of over 100 countries found 1.09 Billion 
people in the world harbor antisemitic senti-
ments. That is, over a quarter of the people in 
the world express antisemitic sentiment. Anti-
semitism worldwide is prevalent across all age 
groups and all religions, including atheists.

A 2020 ADL survey found 63% of American 
Jews feel their communities are less safe than 
they were a decade ago, and for a good rea-
son. And this represents only the antisemitism 
that gets reported. How many assaults and 
how often are vandalism and arson not re-
ported.

Re-Jew-venation
Dr. Eli Cohen, Chair, Israel Committee
Assimilation and Antisemitism
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Let us try to bend the curve of the antisemi-
tism pandemic. One way to learn more is by 
watching the documentaries, such as Global 
Antisemitism on Amazon Prime and Viral: 
Antisemitism in Four Mutations on PBS. And 
attend our Israel Committee’s monthly online 
webinars series, beginning Sunday, November 
8 at 10 a.m. This will give you a sense of the 
problem and a road toward a solution.

By reading these installments, you have al-
ready taken the first step in how to respond to 
antisemitism. We must actively fight even the 
smallest expression of antisemitism before it 
blossoms. Antisemitism is a symptom of a big-
ger problem. So, we must engage those who 
can be educated.

Proclaim that you will not tolerate prejudice 
against Jews or any other peoples. Write let-
ters to the editor, government officials, school 
administrators, and march leaders to let them 
know that antisemitism is anti-American. Ask 
your Christian friends and clergy to do the 
same. Before you attend a rally, let the orga-
nizers know that you will not tolerate bigotry. 
When you read antisemitic propaganda on 
social media, report it. High school and col-
lege students from five different countries were 
trained to do this as part of a competition. 
Deepen your connection to the Jewish people 
with visits to Israel. Consider Aliyah.

Re-Jew-venation
Continued…
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geneRous contRibutions to ouR congRegation
The next time you are looking for a meaningful way to celebrate a joyous 
occasion, remember a loved one, or comfort a mourner, please consider a 
donation to Congregation Beth Ami. When you make a gift, a card is send to 
the honoree or the family and your donation is proudly acknowledged in the 
Shofar. The minimum donation for each occasion is $7.50. Congregation Beth 
Ami truly appreciates your support.

General Fund
In memory of Richard Kahn’s  
mother, Estelle—Andrea Goodman

Thank you to Barbara Tomin  
for the Shabbat flowers 
—Bernard & Maria Soltes

In memory of Estelle Kahn 
—Branagan Branagan

A generous donation 
—Bruce Maxwell

In memory of Richard Kahn’s 
mother, Estelle Kahn 
—Chip & Carol Swanson

Thank you to the Kol Nidre  
performers, Judiyaba & Marilyn 
—Chip & Carol Swanson

Thank you to the team who made 
and distributed the HHD bags 
—Chip & Carol Swanson

In memory of my father, Lester 
Schloner—Chip & Carol Swanson

Thank you to Eli Cohen for his 
beautiful blowing of the Shofar 
—Chip & Carol Swanson

In memory of my brother, Norman 
—Chip & Carol Swanson

Better health to Zac Singer 
—Anonymous

Congratulations to Nathan Jones, 
graduate and Cal student 
—Anonymous

Speedy recovery to Iosif Voulfson 
—Anonymous

In memory of Oscar & Betty Mann 
—Marge & Dave Ballo

Toda Raba to all holiday bag  
designers, assemblers, and deliverers 
—Anonymous

In honor of Rabbi Miller and his 
help with the holocaust memorial 
restoration—Dennis & Anna Judd

A generous donation—Elise Watkins

In memory of my father, George 
Barta—Ivan Barta

In honor of Myrna Morse for her 
leadership in organizing the reopen-
ing of the CBA office (and we’re not 
done)—Jeffrey & Janet Stein-Larson

In honor of BT for her delightful 
flower arrangement and Shabbat 
presentation 
—Jeffrey & Janet Stein-Larson

In honor of Mark Rosen for keeping 
in touch throughout our sheltering 
in place—Jeffrey & Janet SteinLarson

In honor of Carolyn Metz, president 
of the CBA Board and great leader 
of us committee participants 
—Jeffrey & Janet Stein-Larson

In honor of Lee Feinstein & Rabbi 
Miller for organizing the reopening 
of the synagogue and services (and 
we’re not done yet) 
—Jeffrey & Janet Stein-Larson

In honor of the Religious Practices 
Committee 
—Jim & Stephanie Sweeney

In honor of Florence Metz’s 105th 
Birthday—Judi Hyman

A thoughtful donation 
—Katherine Derenia

A generous donation 
—Katherine Derenia

A thoughtful donation 
—Katherine Derenia

In appreciation of Congregation 
Beth Ami—Kenneth Plattner

Many thanks to Ishie Petlock for his 
structural advice to help a neophyte 
succah builder—Linda Emblen

A generous donation 
—Marvin & Sheila Hyman

Thank you for the courtesy and 
kindness extended during the High 
Holidays—Mitchell James

In honor of Florence Metz’s 105th 
birthday—Roslyn Edelson

In appreciation of Congregation 
Beth Ami—Sandra Shulkin

In memory of Estelle Kahn 
—Stuart & Ethel Schy

Library Fund
In honor of Florence Metz’s  
birthday—Evelyn Gurevitch

In honor Susanne Batzdorff’’s  
birthday—Evelyn Gurevitch

In honor of Ahuva Simon-Saar’s 
birthday—Evelyn Gurevitch

In memory of Richard Kahn’s moth-
er, Estelle Kahn—Evelyn Gurevitch

Nursery School  
Donation
Mazal Tov to Carina Moss,  
Doctorate—Anonymous

Rabbi’s  
Discretionary Fund
In memory of Howard Moss 
—David Kahn

A thoughtful donation 
—Jim & Stephanie Sweeney

In memory of Richard Kahn’s 
mother, Estelle 
—Raphael & Sarah Kauffman

In honor of Florence Metz’s  
105th birthday 
—Raphael & Sarah Kauffman

In memory of Richard’s mother, 
Estelle Kahn 
—Richard Kahn & Anne Brown

Wishing Nick Alexander  
a complete recovery 
—Richard Kahn & Anne Brown
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Services at Beth Ami
Please join us for services. For additional information or to verify the times, call the office at (707) 360-3000.

All Services will be held on Zoom. See the Virtual Calendar from a link in the Cybershul to the Beth Ami web-
site: www.bethamisr.org for the link to Zoom. It is the same link for all standard Beth Ami services. 

Daily Daven
Mon.–Fri.—8 a.m. Morning Minyan: preceded by 
half an hour of Torah Study beginning at 7:30 
a.m. (including National Holidays)

Sun.–Thurs.—5 p.m. Evening Daily Daven

November Shabbat and other Services

Nov. 6 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 5:45 Candlelight-
ing; 5:50 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin and 
Rabbi Miller, followed by Community Kiddush

Nov. 7 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service;  
4:30 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:49 p.m. 
Havdalah

Nov. 13 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 5:45 Candle-
lighting; 5:50 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin 
and Rabbi Miller, followed by Community Kid-
dush

Nov. 14 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service 
(announce the new month of Kislev); 4:30 p.m. 
Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:43 p.m. Havdalah

Nov. 17 (Tues.)—Rosh Chodesh Kislev

Nov. 20 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 5:45 Candle-
lighting; 5:50 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin 
and Rabbi Miller, followed by Community Kid-
dush

Nov. 21 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice;  
4 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:38 p.m. Havdalah

Nov. 26 (Thurs.)—Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 27 (Fri.)—4 p.m. Mincha; 5:45 p.m. Kid’s  
Corner story & song, 6 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with  
Lisa Iskin and Rabbi Miller, followed by Commu-
nity Kiddush

Nov. 28 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice; BAT MITZVAH OF LEORA GITLIN  
4:30 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:35 p.m. 
Havdalah

December Shabbat and other Services
Dec. 4 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 5:45 Candlelight-
ing; 5:50 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin and 
Rabbi Miller, followed by Community Kiddush

Dec. 5 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service;  
4:30 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:34 p.m. 
Havdalah

Dec. 10 (Thurs.)—Erev Chanukah (1st Candle)

Dec. 11 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 2nd Chanukah 
candle, 5:45 Shabbat Candlelighting; 5:50 p.m. 
Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin and Rabbi Miller, 
followed by Community Kiddush

Dec. 12 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service 
(Announce month of Tevet) 4:30 p.m. Mincha, 
story, Ma’ariv, 5:35 p.m. Havdalah, 3rd Chanukah 
candle

Dec. 13 (Sun.) —Drive-in and Virtual Chanukah 
Party and candle lighting. Time to be announced. 
4th Chanukah candle

Dec. 16–17 (Wed.–Thurs.)— Rosh Chodesh Tevet, 
8th Chanukah candle on December 17.

Dec. 18 (Fri.)— Last day of Chanukah, 4:30 p.m. 
Mincha, 5:45 Shabbat Candlelighting; 5:50 p.m. 
Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin and Rabbi Miller, 
followed by Community Kiddush

Dec. 19 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice;  
4:30 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:37 p.m. 
Havdalah

Dec. 25 (Fri.)—4:30 p.m. Mincha, 5:45 Candle-
lighting; 5:50 p.m. Sing in Shabbat with Lisa Iskin 
and Rabbi Miller, followed by Community Kiddu-
sh; Fast 10 of Tevet; Christmas National Holiday

Dec. 26 (Sat.)—9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning ser-
vice;  
4:30 p.m. Mincha, story, Ma’ariv, 5:41 p.m. 
Havdalah
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nuRseRy school and 
congRegation beth 
ami chanukah event  
sunday decembeR 13

The time and details are still 
being worked out, but stay 
tuned for more information 
coming in Cybershul.

This year, the Nursery School 
will take a new approach with 
a drive-thru experience in col-
laboration with Congregation 
Beth Ami, the Santa Rosa Jew-
ish Community Center, and PJ 
Library. 

The Nursery School is work-
ing on an immersive drive-thru 
experience including a creative 
retelling of the Chanukah story, 
favorite Nursery School teachers 
dressed up as Chanukah char-
acters, Lisa Iskin’s music, and a 
thoughtful care package. 

At the end of the drive-thru, 
there will also be an opportunity 
to give back to your community 
through Redwood Empire Food 
Bank. If you plan on participat-
ing, please bring a canned/non-
perishable good to donate.

And don’t forget to order 
your Chanukah supplies 
from the gift shop in ad-
vance, for pick-up November 
11 and December 2.
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Announced on Nov. 6 & 7
Nov. 7 Max Malk, 
 Father of Phyllis Shapiro

Nov. 7 Benjamin Weiss, Son  
 of Dan & Elizabeth Weiss

Nov. 9 Harold Zeamans, 
 Grandfather  
 of Judith Helman

Nov. 10 Norman Schloner, Brother  
 of Carol Swanson  
 & Fred Schloner

Nov. 11 Belle Rosen, 
 Mother of Mark Rosen

Nov. 11 Esther Zittin, Mother  
 of Charlene Bornstein

Nov. 13 Hans Biberstein, Father  
 of Susanne Batzdorff

Announced on Nov. 13 & 14
Nov. 14 Samuel Cooper, 
 Father of Bob Cooper

Nov. 14 Helen Margolese, Mother  
 of Michelle Zygielbaum

Nov. 15 Laura Hershman, 
 Mother of Bill Sommers

Nov. 15 Sonia Spellman, 
 Sister of Bill Sommers

Nov. 17 Moshe Tzaig, Husband  
 of Branagan Branagan

Nov. 18 Samson Hochfield, 
 Father of Malvina Tsipan

Nov. 18 Florence Goodman,  
 Mother of  
 Andrea Goodman

Nov. 19 John Metz, Son of  
 Florence Metz & Former  
 Husband of Carolyn Metz

Nov. 20 Alvin Dove, 
 Brother-in-Law  
 of Betty Franks

Announced on Nov. 20 & 21
Nov. 21 Kees Rijnveldt, Stepbrother  
 of Mieneke Drake

Nov. 23 Marcella Liverman, 
 Aunt of Marc Bernstein

Nov. 23 Gideon Rosenbach, 
 Grandson  
 of Rhonda Rosenbach

Nov. 23 Bernard Shelan, 
 Father of Ronald Shelan

Nov. 24 Gaye Spiegelman, 
 Aunt of Ronit Glickman

Nov. 24 David, Mark & Sylvia  
 Spiegelman, Cousins  
 of Ronit Glickman

Nov. 25 Rudolph Kupfer, 
 Father of Judy Kupfer

Nov. 26 Joe Goldberg, 
 Father of Richard Goldberg

Announced on Nov. 27 & 28
Nov. 28 Miriam Malk, 
 Mother of Phyllis Shapiro

Nov. 29 Jennie Goldberg, 
 Mother of Betty Franks

Nov. 29 Rose Schneider, Mother  
 of Evelyn Gurevitch

Nov. 30 Jacob Goldman, 
 Father of Ethel Schy

Dec. 2 Rochelle Adler, 
 Sister of Judith Dzik

Dec. 2 Raymond Nett, 
 Father of Stephen Nett

Dec. 2 Abraham Schwaber, 
 Father of Fredrika Gross

Dec. 4 Florence Cronin, 
 Mother of Neal Cronin

Dec. 4 Joel Jones, Brother of  
 Maury Jones &  
 Uncle of Ross Jones

November Yahrzeits
Secular dates correspond to Hebrew date of death. 
Observance of yahrzeit begins at sundown the previous day. 
All yahrzeits observed at Beth Ami.

November Birthdays
If you do not wish to have your birthday 
listed in the Shofar, please contact the office

1 Jerry Newman
3 Neal Cronin
6 Janice Sternfeld
8 Bonnie Gee
9 Vivian Klein
10 Dan Weiss
13 Jane Rogan
19 Joseph Minuskin
21 Edee Sternfield-Squires
23 Claire Miller
26 Nancy Fleming
27 Carolyn Orlik
28 Dr. Russ Gurevitch

November Anniversaries
16 Leanne Schy  
 & Mark Stoelting
21 Stu & Ethel Schy
23 Betty Boyd & Eli Cohen

Robin A. Lowitz, M.D.
Board Certified, Medical Acupuncture

Needle-less Acupuncture Also Available

Mention/Bring This Ad & Get a Discount!

707-293-3686 
WellnessAcupunctureTherapy.com 

WellnessAcupunctureTherapy@yahoo.com 
6570 Oakmont Drive, Suite #D, Santa Rosa

Robin A. Lowitz, M.D. 
 

Board Certified, Medical Acupuncture 
 

Needle-less Acupuncture Also Available 
 

Call: (707) 293-3686 
 

Website: www.wellnessacupuncturetherapy.com 
 

Coupon: Mention/Bring This Ad & Get a Discount! 
 

Open House: Tues. 7/16, 2PM – 6PM! Appetizers/Drinks! 
 

6570 Oakmont Drive, Suite #D, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 
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Announced on Dec. 4 & 5
Dec. 5 George Kaplan, Father  
 of Rhonda Rosenbach

Dec. 7 Alma Shapiro, 
 Mother of Raynore Paule

Dec. 8 Anna Barta, 
 Mother of Ivan Barta

Dec. 9 Elsa Ballo, Grandmother  
 of David Ballo

Dec. 10 Laura Rosenthal, 
 Stepmother of  
 Bobbie Rosenthal

Dec. 10 Dr. Eduardo Vrijdag, 
 Father of Mieneke Drake

Dec. 11 Noah Minuskin, 
 Father of Joseph Minuskin

Announced on Dec. 11 & 12
Dec. 12 Mary Minuskin, 
 Mother of Joseph Minuskin

Dec. 14 Steve Crowley, 
 Husband of Phyllis Morton

Dec. 14 Henry Lotsoff, 
 Father of Cheryle Miller

Dec. 14 Susy Raful, 
 Wife of Robert Raful

Dec. 15 Jack Guttenberg, Father  
 of Michelle Guttenberg

Dec. 15 Leo Schweitzer, 
 Father of Blair Pleasant

Dec. 15 Irving Winkler, 
 Father of Ben Winkler

Dec. 16 Olive Cordill, 
 Mother of Kim Cordell

Dec. 16 Joseph Schussheim, 
 Father of Karen Herskovic

Dec. 16 Max Stein, Father  
 of Janet Stein-Larson

Announced on Dec. 18 & 19
Dec. 18 Rose Kovar, Grandmother  
 of Gary Herzberg

Dec. 18 Elsie Rich, 
 Aunt of George Shipman

Dec. 22 Harold Boren, 
 Father of Bonnie Boren

Dec. 22 Carol Cohn 
 Mother of Henry Cohn

Dec. 22 Gertrude German, 
 Mother of Ellen Mundell

Dec. 22 Evelyn Schwaber, 
 Mother of Fredrika Gross

Dec. 23 Rachel Cohen, 
 Mother of Eli Cohen

Dec. 23 David Kerben, 
 Husband of Claire Miller

Dec. 23 Tom Morton, 
 Husband of Phyllis Morton

Dec. 24 Joseph Schafer, 
 Father of Linda Emblen

Dec. 25 Benjamin Strudler, 
 Nephew of Susan Miller

Announced on Dec. 25 & 26
Dec. 26 Sherri Kahn, 
 Wife of David Kahn

Dec. 30 David Goldberg, 
 Father of Betty Franks

Dec. 31 William Friedman, 
 Grandfather  
 of Joslyn Metzger

Dec. 31 Dorothy Murov, 
 Sister of Betty Franks

Jan. 1 Robert Deal, Brother  
 of Barbara Whitaker

Jan. 1 Dean Fleming, 
 Father of Andy Fleming

Jan. 1 Jack Schiffman, 
 Father of Bernice Fox

December Yahrzeits
Secular dates correspond to Hebrew date of death. Observance of yahrzeit begins at 
sundown the previous day. All yahrzeits observed at Beth Ami.

December Birthdays
If you do not wish to have your birthday 
listed in the Shofar, please contact the office

1 Susan Brown
7 Debra Sokolsky
10 Ronit Glickman
12 Etienne Sampiere
13 Eleanor Cohen
14 Michael Kupperberg
15 Debra Chapman
18 Melvin Decker
19 Carolyn Metz
19 Dan Pleasant
20 Stanley Feingold
23 David Sokolsky
27 Fredrika Gross
27 Lindsay Kvam
29 Marilyn Sommer

December Anniversaries 
5 Suzie & Bill Friedman
7 Connie & Ben Goldman
9 Marina & Iosif Voulfson

Simcha Board Tree of Life 
Honor thy mother...also thy 
aunt, uncle, cousin, child, 
best friend, teacher with an 
engraved leaf on our Simcha 
Board, commemorating any 
joyous occasion, bestowal of an 
honor, or cause for thanksgiving.
Leaf—$360
Small Stone—$1000
Large Stone—$2500

We also provide the opportunity 
for you to memorialize loved 
ones.

Yahrzeit Board

Plaque—$450



Address service requested

November Shabbatot
November 7 
Va’erya 
Candle Lighting —4:48 
Havdalah—5:55

November 14 
Chayei Sarah 
Candle Lighting —4:42 
Havdalah—5:49

November 21 
Toledot 
Candle Lighting —4:38 
Havdalah—5:45

November 28 
Va’Yetze 
Candle Lighting —4:35 
Havdalah—5:42

December Shabbatot
December 5 
Va’Yishlach 
Candle Lighting —4:33 
Havdalah—5:40

December 12 
Va’Yeshev 
Candle Lighting —4:35 
Havdalah—5:42

December 19 
Miketz 
Candle Lighting —4:37 
Havdalah—5:44

December 26 
Vayigash 
Candle Lighting —4:41 
Havdalah—5:48


