
Beth Ami Community Nursery School 

Parent Handbook 

2014-2015

*Returning parents please note that there are changes made yearly
to this handbook, and that you are responsible for being aware of

them.  Please read this in its entirety and note the updated changes.
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BETH AMI COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL 

HISTORY
IN MAY OF 1979, ELLEN BROSBE, AN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR,
VIVIAN FRYE, A PHYSICAL THERAPIST, AND CAROL SILBERMAN MET
TO WORK ON THE CREATION OF A NURSERY SCHOOL AT THE SANTA
ROSA JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER, PRESENTLY KNOWN AS
CONGREGATION BETH AMI.  MANY OTHER CONGREGANTS AND
PARENTS WORKED TIRELESSLY TO BUILD THE SCHOOL'S EXCELLENT
REPUTATION.

THE SCHOOL OPENED WITH FEWER THAN TEN CHILDREN, AND
CURRENTLY HAS OVER 60 CHILDREN STARTING THEIR JEWISH EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.  IN 1987, OUR SCHOOL EXPANDED AND
ADDED A TWOS PROGRAM.

DURING THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR WE WILL CELEBRATE OUR 35TH

ANNIVERSARY AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING MANY
MORE ANNIVERSARIES WITH YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!
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NURSERY SCHOOL OVERVIEW

PHILOSOPHY
OUR NURSERY SCHOOL IS COMMITTED TO QUALITY EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.  WE BELIEVE EACH CHILD IS UNIQUE AND
APPROACHES LEARNING IN A VARIETY OF WAYS.  WE STRIVE TO
PRESENT A PROGRAM THAT TEACHES THE WHOLE CHILD: SOCIALLY,
PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY, INTELLECTUALLY, AND SPIRITUALLY. 
OUR PROGRAM STRESSES JEWISH AND UNIVERSAL VALUES WITH AN
EMPHASIS ON CREATING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND CARING FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT.

WE EMPHASIZE THE PROCESS OF DISCOVERY BECAUSE WE BELIEVE
YOUNG CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN PLAY.
WE PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE CHILDREN ARE FREE TO TAKE
RISKS, TO ASK QUESTIONS, AND TO EXPERIMENT WITH MATERIALS
AND IDEAS. THE ENVIRONMENT IS DESIGNED TO EMPOWER
CHILDREN TO DEVELOP PROBLEM-SOLVING AND CO-OPERATION
SKILLS.  

OUR GOALS FOR EACH CHILD ARE THAT THEY DEVELOP A POSITIVE
SELF-IMAGE, INDEPENDENCE, CREATIVE THINKING SKILLS,
ACCEPTANCE OF AND RESPECT FOR DIFFERENCES, AND A SENSE OF
COMMUNITY THROUGH THEIR EXPERIENCES AT NURSERY SCHOOL.

CURRICULUM
OUR CURRICULUM IS CHILD-CENTERED, AND ENCOURAGES
ESSENTIAL SOCIAL SKILLS.  THE TEACHERS PLAN ACTIVITIES BASED ON
OBSERVATIONS, THE INTERESTS OF THE CHILDREN, AND THE
OCCURRENCES IN THEIR LIVES.  OUR PROGRAM EMPHASIZES THE
IMPORTANCE OF CHILDREN AS ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN THEIR
LEARNING, WHERE EXPLORATION, DISCOVERY, AND INVENTION ARE
OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE.  WE PROVIDE VARIED EXPERIENCES WITH
ART MATERIALS, MANIPULATIVES, BLOCKS, COOKING, MUSIC, AND
CREATIVE MOVEMENT, LANGUAGE ARTS, DRAMATIC PLAY, AND
SCIENCE.  WE PROVIDE ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGE LITERACY
DEVELOPMENT, BOTH ORAL AND WRITTEN, AND BEGINNING MATH
CONCEPTS.  WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THESE CURRICULUM AREAS,
WE EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF DECISION-MAKING,
PROBLEM-SOLVING, AND LEARNING BY DOING.  
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IT IS BEST FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN IN SMALL SIZE CLASSES. WE
MAINTAIN A 4:1 STUDENT-TEACHER RATIO IN THE TWOS CLASS, AND
AN AVERAGE OF 7:1 IN THE THREES TO FOURS CLASSES.
WE CELEBRATE JEWISH TRADITIONS THROUGH JOYOUS HOLIDAY
FESTIVITIES AND BY CELEBRATING THE END-OF-THE WEEK SHABBAT
(SABBATH) WITH MUSIC, DANCE, STORIES, ART, PLAY, AND COOKING. 
WE WELCOME THE SABBATH EVERY FRIDAY BY SINGING, LIGHTING
THE SABBATH CANDLES, SAYING THE BLESSING OVER WINE (IN OUR
CASE, GRAPE JUICE), AND BAKING AND SHARING CHALLAH (BRAIDED
EGG BREAD).  (CHALLAH IS BAKED ON WEDNESDAYS FOR CHILDREN
IN THE TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY TWOS CLASS.)

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
THE SCHOOL PROVIDES A CREATIVE SETTING CONDUCIVE TO
CURIOSITY AND DISCOVERY.  THE ENVIRONMENT IS DESIGNED TO
FOSTER INDEPENDENCE AND RESPONSIBILITY.  THE CLASSROOMS ARE
ORGANIZED INTO LEARNING CENTERS WITH A VARIETY OF
ACTIVITIES AND RICHLY TEXTURED MATERIALS.  WE ENCOURAGE THE
CHILDREN TO MAKE CHOICES AND FOLLOW THEIR INTERESTS.  OUR
YARD IS EQUIPPED WITH PLAY AND CLIMBING STRUCTURES, AN AREA
FOR WHEELED TOYS, SAND AND WATER PLAY, MATERIALS THAT THE
CHILDREN USE TO CREATE THEIR OWN PLAY SPACES, AND EVOLVING
GARDENS FOR WORK, OBSERVATION, AND INTERACTION WITH THE
NATURAL WORLD.

TEACHERS DESIGN PROJECTS WHICH EMPHASIZE PROCESS  RATHER
THAN PRODUCT . WHAT THE CHILD EXPERIENCES AND LEARNS IN
THE CREATIVE PROCESS IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT. PARENT'S
APPROVAL IS IMPORTANT: I LIKE THE COLORS YOU CHOSE  OR TELL
ME ABOUT YOUR PROJECT  ARE SAFE AND ENCOURAGING
RESPONSES, WHICH INVITE THE CHILD TO PARTICIPATE IN A DIALOG
ABOUT HIS/HER DAY.

POSITIVE DISCIPLINE AND GUIDANCE
DISCIPLINE AT BACNS IS HIGHLY INDIVIDUALIZED AND DEPENDENT
ON THE PARTICULAR CHILD AND SITUATION. HOWEVER, CERTAIN
GENERALIZATIONS CAN BE MADE. THE GOAL OF DISCIPLINE IS FELT
TO BE SELF-KNOWLEDGE AND SELF-DISCIPLINE OR SELF-CONTROL.
THEREFORE, EVERY ATTEMPT IS MADE TO ASSIST THE CHILD IN
GAINING TOOLS IN THESE AREAS. OUR TEACHERS HELP CHILDREN
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IDENTIFY AND EXPRESS FEELINGS, UNDERSTAND CONSEQUENCES OF
BEHAVIOR, AND AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE, DO THEIR OWN
NEGOTIATING AND PROBLEM SOLVING. WHEN PROBLEMS OR
CONFLICTS ARISE, TEACHERS WILL REFLECT AND VALIDATE THE
FEELINGS OF ALL INVOLVED, ENSURE THAT ALL SIDES ARE HEARD,
FACILITATE FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, AND WHEN NECESSARY,
SUGGEST OR IMPOSE SOLUTIONS OR MODEL NEGOTIATING SKILLS.
FOR EXAMPLE, A TEACHER MIGHT SAY, IT LOOKS LIKE YOU BOTH
WANT TO PLAY WITH THAT TOY, BUT WE ONLY HAVE ONE. WHAT
COULD WE DO TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM?

OUR TEACHERS MODEL COOPERATION AND PROBLEM SOLVING.
THROUGH EXPERIENCE AND PRACTICE, CHILDREN LEARN TO
IDENTIFY AND EXPRESS FEELINGS AND NEEDS, TO CONSIDER THE
NEEDS OF OTHERS, TO NEGOTIATE AND COMPROMISE, AND TO
PROBLEM-SOLVE ON THEIR OWN. TIME OUT AND PUNISHMENT ARE
NOT CONSIDERED TO BE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO FACILITATE THE SOCIAL
LEARNING OR SELF ESTEEM NECESSARY FOR GOOD PROBLEM
SOLVING. IF AND WHEN A CHILD POSES A THREAT TO HIM/HERSELF
OR OTHERS OR NEEDS TIME AND/OR SPACE TO CALM DOWN, A
CHILD MAY BE REMOVED FROM A SITUATION, CLASSROOM,
PLAYGROUND, ETC. AT THESE TIMES, A TEACHER EITHER REMAINS
WITH THE CHILD, TALKING CALMLY, OR A QUIET SPACE IS PROVIDED
FOR THE CHILD SOMEWHERE IN THE CLASSROOM. IT IS USUALLY LEFT
UP TO THE CHILD TO DETERMINE WHEN HE/SHE FEELS READY TO
TALK OR RE-ENTER THE SOCIAL SCENE. A CHILD IS NEVER ISOLATED
OR FORCED TO REMAIN ALONE. ALTERNATIVES FOR FUTURE
SITUATIONS MAY BE DISCUSSED. FOR EXAMPLE, A CHILD MAY BE
TOLD, "IT IS OKAY TO BE ANGRY, BUT IT IS NOT OKAY TO HURT
ANYONE OR ANY OF OUR MATERIALS. YOU MAY  AND THEN
ALTERNATIVES MAY BE SUGGESTED. PHYSICAL OUTLETS MAY BE
PROVIDED FOR A VERY ANGRY CHILD WHEN NEEDED, SUCH AS FOAM
BALLS TO SQUEEZE OR THROW, OR PLAY DOUGH TO POUND.

ABOVE ALL, THE PRIMARY METHOD OF MAINTAINING DISCIPLINE AT
BACNS IS TO HAVE A DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE PROGRAM
THAT DOES NOT CREATE UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS OF BEHAVIOR
OR MAKE DEMANDS ON CHILDREN THAT ARE STRESSFUL OR NOT
APPROPRIATE TO THEIR PARTICULAR DEVELOPMENTAL LEVEL. THE
SCHOOL PROVIDES A RELAXED ATMOSPHERE WHICH EMPHASIZES
RESPECT FOR SELF, OTHERS, AND THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.
ADDITIONAL VALUES THE SCHOOL ENCOURAGES ARE:
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COOPERATION, CARING, RESPONSIBILITY, SELF-ESTEEM, INITIATIVE,
NEGOTIATING, AND PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS.

STAFF
THE SUCCESS OF OUR SCHOOL DEPENDS ON THE DEDICATED AND
SKILLED INDIVIDUALS WHO MAKE UP OUR STAFF.  OUR TEACHERS
HAVE ALMOST 300 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH
YOUNG CHILDREN AND HAVE RECEIVED THEIR DEGREES AND/OR
CERTIFICATIONS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.  IN ADDITION,
MANY OF OUR TEACHERS HAVE ADVANCED DEGREES IN
EDUCATIONAL FIELDS.  OUR STAFF IS COMMITTED TO ON-GOING
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WHICH INCLUDES REGULARLY
SCHEDULED IN-SERVICE TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS, AS WELL AS
ATTENDANCE AT LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL CONFERENCES.

WE FEEL FORTUNATE THAT MANY OF OUR STAFF MEMBERS HAVE
BEEN WITH US FOR OVER 20 YEARS, HELPING OUR PRESCHOOL
CONTINUE TO BE A UNIQUE PLACE OF LEARNING AND DISCOVERY.

THE DIRECTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SUPERVISING THE DAY-TO-DAY
OPERATION OF THE NURSERY SCHOOL AND WORKS CLOSELY WITH
THE TEACHERS IN DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING THE DAILY
PROGRAM.

SCHEDULE OF THE DAY 

HOURS OF OPERATION
THE TWOS PROGRAM IS OFFERED TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY OR
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY MORNINGS FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON.
THE THREES AND FOURS PROGRAM IS OFFERED 2, 3, 4, OR 5 DAYS A
WEEK. SCHOOL BEGINS AT 9:00 A.M. AND ENDS AT 1:00 P.M. 

YOUNG CHILDREN NEED A SENSE OF WHAT TO EXPECT IN THEIR DAY.
THEREFORE, WE MAINTAIN A DAILY ROUTINE TO FIT THE NEEDS OF
EACH GROUP OF CHILDREN.  IN GENERAL, THE DAY OFFERS PERIODS
OF ORGANIZED AND FREE-CHOICE ACTIVITIES, SMALL AND LARGE
GROUP TIMES, OUTSIDE ACTIVE PLAYTIME, AND SNACK TIME.  OUR
SCHEDULE IS ALSO FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO ACCOMMODATE FIELD
TRIPS, SEASONAL CHANGES, AND THE SPONTANEOUS NEEDS AND
WISHES OF THE GROUP.
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EXTENDED DAY CARE (EDC) 
NEW FOR 2014/2015, WE WILL OFFER EDC FOR CHILDREN IN THE TWO'S
PROGRAM FROM 7:30 A.M. TO 9 A.M. AFTER SCHOOL FROM 12:00 P.M.
TO 5:30 P.M. FOR CHILDREN IN THE THREES AND FOURS CLASSES, WE
OFFER PRE-ARRANGED EDC FROM 7:30 A.M. UNTIL 9:00 A.M. AND
AFTER SCHOOL FROM 1:00 P.M. TO 5:30 P.M. MONDAYS THROUGH
FRIDAYS. ALL EDC STAFF ARE QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED TEACHERS.

TO INDICATE YOUR INTEREST IN ENROLLING YOUR CHILD IN THE
EDC PROGRAM, PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN THE EXTENDED DAY
CARE SIGN-UP SHEET ENCLOSED IN THE RIGHT-HAND POCKET OF
THIS PARENT HANDBOOK.  IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF YOUR NEEDS AT
THIS TIME, PLEASE SPEAK TO THE DIRECTOR AT ANYTIME WHEN YOU
HAVE MADE A DECISION.

MORNING EXTENDED DAY CARE - AM EDC
ALTHOUGH SCHOOL BEGINS AT 9:00 A.M., WE REALIZE SOME PARENTS
MAY REQUIRE EARLY MORNING CHILDCARE (7:30 A.M. - 9:00 A.M.) AS
A REGULAR ONGOING SCHEDULED ARRANGEMENT.   IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO USE THIS SERVICE ON AN OCCASIONAL BASIS, THIS MUST BE
ARRANGED WITH THE DIRECTOR AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE
MORNING(S) DESIRED, AND ONLY IF THERE IS SPACE AVAILABLE. 
 
IF YOU ARE NOT ENROLLED IN THE MORNING EDC, A PARENT OR
GUARDIAN MUST REMAIN WITH YOUR CHILD OUTSIDE OF THE
PLAY-YARD UNTIL CLASS BEGINS (9:00 A.M.).

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
WE FURTHER ENRICH OUR PROGRAM BY ENGAGING SPECIALISTS
WHO TEACH MUSIC, ART, GYMNASTICS, ETC. ON VARIOUS DAYS
AFTER OUR REGULAR SCHOOL SESSIONS. PARENTS WHO CHOOSE TO
ENROLL THEIR CHILDREN IN THE ENRICHMENT CLASSES PAY FOR
THEM DIRECTLY TO THE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM AND SEPARATELY
FROM THEIR REGULAR MONTHLY TUITION AND EXTENDED CARE
SERVICES.

SUMMER SCHOOL
OUR SUMMER PROGRAM CONTINUES WITH OUR PHILOSOPHY OF
EMERGENT CURRICULUM. ENROLLMENT IS GENERALLY LOWER IN THE
SUMMER, THUS PROVIDING SEVERAL UNIQUE AND CHERISHED
OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR CHILDREN. THE MATURITY OF THE
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CHILDREN AT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR AND THE QUALITY OF
RELATIONSHIP THEY HAVE CREATED WITH EACH OTHER OVER THE
COURSE OF THE PREVIOUS ACADEMIC SCHOOL YEAR RESULTS IN AN
INTIMATE ATMOSPHERE IN THE CLASSROOM AND INCREASED DEPTH
AND MEANING IN THEIR PLAY.

ADMISSION POLICIES

REQUIRED INFORMATION
A COMPLETE AND CURRENT INDIVIDUAL FILE ON EACH CHILD WILL
BE MAINTAINED AT THE NURSERY SCHOOL. 

THE FILE WILL CONSIST OF:
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION
CHILD'S SOCIAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY
CHILD'S MEDICAL HISTORY
A PHYSICIAN'S PRE-ADMISSION REPORT, INCLUDING
REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS OR A WAIVER SIGNED BY THE
PARENTS AND PHYSICIAN, AN EMERGENCY RELEASE
FORM, A GENERAL FIELD-TRIP PERMISSION SLIP, AND AN
ADMISSION AGREEMENT SIGNED BY A PARENT.  

THIS FILE WILL ALSO CONTAIN THREE STATEMENTS SIGNED BY A
PARENT INDICATING THAT HE OR SHE HAS READ THIS PARENT
HANDBOOK, THE PERSONAL RIGHTS SHEET, AND THE PARENTS'
RIGHTS SHEET.

ALL OF THESE DOCUMENTS MUST BE ON FILE BEFORE A
CHILD BEGINS SCHOOL.

IN THE EVENT OF FULL ENROLLMENT, PRIORITY IN REGISTRATION
WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:

1. CONTINUING STUDENTS (THOSE IN CURRENT CLASSES) 
2. SIBLINGS OF A CONCURRENTLY ENROLLED STUDENT
3. CONGREGATION BETH AMI MEMBERS
4. SIBLINGS OF PREVIOUSLY ENROLLED STUDENTS
5. NEW STUDENTS WHO HAVE AT LEAST ONE JEWISH PARENT
6. NEW STUDENTS

APPLICATION
APPLICATION AND REGISTRATION IS ONGOING BEGINNING IN EARLY
SPRING. FAMILIES WISHING TO ENROLL FOR THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR

2
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SHOULD SUBMIT A COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM AND
NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE FOR EACH CHILD RETURNING
OR NEW TO THE SCHOOL. UPON NOTIFICATION OF ADMISSION OR
PLACEMENT, A NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT IN AGREEMENT WITH THE
CURRENT TUITION AND FEE SCHEDULE IS DUE NO LATER THAN
MAY 31ST TO RESERVE THIS PLACE. IF WE DO NOT RECEIVE YOUR
PAYMENT BY MAY 31ST YOUR SPOT MAY BE FILLED.

STUDENT QUALIFICATIONS
OUR GOAL IS TO BEST SERVE EACH CHILD AND FAMILY IN THE
SCHOOL. IT IS THEREFORE IMPORTANT THAT EACH CHILD IS:

READY FOR THE GROUP EXPERIENCES A NURSERY
SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER
ABLE TO BENEFIT FROM THE PROGRAM OFFERED
ON THE WAY TO BEING TOILET TRAINED, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF CHILDREN ENROLLED IN THE TWOS
PROGRAM

IN FOLLOWING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PLEASE
DISCUSS YOUR CHILD'S NEEDS WITH THE DIRECTOR SO THAT WE ARE
AWARE OF ANY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. FULL DISCLOSURE BEFORE
ADMISSION IS CRITICAL IN ORDER FOR US TO BEST MEET YOUR CHILD
S NEEDS.  ADMISSION MAY BE REVERSED IF THE INFORMATION
SUBMITTED IS FOUND TO BE INACCURATE OR INCOMPLETE AND THIS
RESULTS IN OUR INABILITY TO PROVIDE FOR YOUR CHILD'S NEEDS.

CLASS PLACEMENT
THE STAFF WORKS THOUGHTFULLY AND DILIGENTLY AT THE
COMPLEX PROCESS OF DETERMINING PLACEMENT OF THE CHILDREN
IN EACH CLASSROOM. MULTIPLE CRITERIA ARE CONSIDERED IN
MAKING THESE DECISIONS WHICH INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED
TO: PARENTS' DESIRED SCHEDULE OF DAYS, SPECIFIC PARENT
REQUESTS, AGE AND DEVELOPMENT OF EACH CHILD, THE UNIQUE
INDIVIDUALITY OF EACH CHILD, GENDER BALANCE, AND
RETURNING-FRIEND PEER GROUPS. WE CAREFULLY ATTEMPT TO
HONOR REQUESTS; HOWEVER, THE FINAL DECISION IS DETERMINED
BY THE STAFF.

FINANCIAL POLICY

REGISTRATION FEE AND PLACEMENT GUARANTEE POLICY

2

13
Last Updated: 8/19/2014



ANNUAL REGISTRATION FOR OUR NURSERY SCHOOL TAKES PLACE
EACH YEAR IN EARLY SPRING.  AT THAT TIME, FAMILIES WISHING TO
ENROLL THEIR CHILD FOR THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR ARE ASKED TO
COMPLETE A REGISTRATION FORM AND TO SUBMIT A
NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE FOR EACH CHILD
RETURNING OR NEW TO OUR SCHOOL.  THEN, ONCE YOU HAVE BEEN
NOTIFIED THAT THERE IS A SPACE FOR YOUR CHILD, YOU MUST
SUBMIT A NON-REFUNDABLE PLACEMENT GUARANTEE
PAYMENT NO LATER THAN MAY 31 TO RESERVE THIS SPOT. 
THE PLACEMENT GUARANTEE PAYMENT SECURES YOUR CHILD'S
PLACE IN THE PROGRAM AND IS THEREFORE NON-REFUNDABLE. THE
PLACEMENT GUARANTEE PAYMENT WILL BE APPLIED TO THE
ANNUAL TUITION AND WILL BE FORFEITED FOR WITHDRAWAL PRIOR
TO THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

PAYMENT OF TUITION AND FEES
TUITION AND ENROLLMENT IS FOR THE FULL SCHOOL YEAR. TWO
TUITION PAYMENT PLANS ARE AVAILABLE.

1) PAYMENT IN FULL:
A 3% DISCOUNT IS AVAILABLE TO FAMILIES PAYING TUITION IN
ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 1ST. FAMILIES ENROLLING OR PAYING
TUITION AFTER AUGUST 1ST ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR THE DISCOUNT.

2) INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS BY CREDIT/DEBIT CARD:
ANNUAL TUITION WILL BE PAID IN MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS
THROUGH CREDIT/DEBIT CARD ON FILE. MONTHLY PAYMENTS
WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY CHARGED TO THE CARD ON FILE ON
THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH THAT A PAYMENT IS DUE. YOU WILL
NOT RECEIVE A BILL OR INVOICE. IF YOU WOULD LIKE AN
INVOICE/RECEIPT OF PAYMENT, YOU MAY REQUEST THIS AT THE
MAIN OFFICE.

PLEASE NOTE THAT NURSERY SCHOOL TUITION AND CHILDCARE FEES
MAY BE TAX DEDUCTIBLE FOR WORKING PARENTS.  PLEASE CONSULT
YOUR TAX PROFESSIONAL FOR MORE INFORMATION.  OUR FEDERAL
TAX ID NUMBER IS 94-156 6549.

INSUFFICIENT FUNDS/LATE PAYMENT FEE
THERE WILL BE A CHARGE OF $20 IF YOUR CREDIT/DEBIT CARD IS

2
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DECLINED. ADDITIONALLY, YOUR PAYMENT WOULD THEN BE LATE
AND YOUR ACCOUNT WILL BE ASSESSED A $25 LATE FEE. YOUR CARD
WILL BE CHARGED AGAIN ON THE 16TH OF THE MONTH WITH THE
ADDITIONAL CHARGES INCLUDED. IF YOUR ACCOUNT IS NOT
CURRENT BY THE 20TH OF THE MONTH IN WHICH AN INSTALLMENT IS
DUE, YOU MAY BE ASKED TO WITHDRAW YOUR CHILD FROM THE
SCHOOL UNTIL THE SITUATION IS RESOLVED. SHOULD YOUR
ACCOUNT REMAIN DELINQUENT, YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY
ATTORNEY FEES AND COLLECTION COSTS THAT MAY BE INCURRED
IN ADDITION TO THE AMOUNT OUTSTANDING.

PLEASE UPDATE THE OFFICE WITH NEW ACCOUNT NUMBERS AND
EXPIRATION DATES AS SOON AS CHANGES OCCUR TO AVOID THIS
SITUATION.

REFUND POLICY
REFUNDS WILL NOT BE GIVEN FOR:

HOLIDAYS, VACATION, AND TEACHER IN-SERVICE AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS
SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO NATURAL DISASTERS OR
EMERGENCY
PICKING UP YOUR CHILD EARLY FROM CLASS OR
AFTER-SCHOOL CARE
DAYS YOUR CHILD MISSED DUE TO ILLNESSINCLUDING
DAYS OUT BECAUSE OF CONTAGIOUS ILLNESS SUCH AS
CHICKEN POX, HEAD LICE, WHOOPING COUGH, FLU, ETC.
DAYS YOUR CHILD MISSED DUE TO FAMILY PLANS,
INCLUDING VACATIONS, VISITING RELATIVES, ETC.

PROGRAM CHANGES
IF YOU WISH TO CHANGE YOUR CHILD'S REGULAR SCHEDULE, OR
EXTENDED DAYCARE, YOU MUST REQUEST THIS IN WRITING BY
FILLING OUT THE CHANGE IN SCHEDULE FORM, LOCATED IN THE
BACK OF THIS PACKET, AND BY OBTAINING DIRECTOR APPROVAL
PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH.

ALL CHANGE REQUESTS WILL BE EVALUATED ON THE LAST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH PRIOR TO WHICH THE NEW SCHEDULE
WILL TAKE EFFECT.

1. THE SIGNATURE OF THE DIRECTOR MAY BE NEEDED. YOU
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WILL BE NOTIFIED IF THERE IS ROOM PRIOR TO
ASSUMING ANY SCHEDULE REQUEST CHANGE.

2. DROPPING OR DECREASING SCHEDULED EXTENDED DAY
CARE HOURS WILL RESULT IN THE FOLLOWING FEES:

ONE MONTH NOTICE: NO EXTRA FEE.
LESS THAN ONE MONTH:  FEE FOR THE FULL TIME
ORIGINALLY RESERVED FOR THAT MONTH.

EARLY WITHDRAWAL
THIRTY DAYS WRITTEN NOTICE IS REQUIRED WHEN A CHILD
WITHDRAWS FROM OUR PROGRAM. NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL MUST
BE PROVIDED BY US MAIL ATTENTION NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR,
4676 MAYETTE  AVE., SANTA ROSA, CA  95405 OR BY EMAIL TO
NS@BETHAMISR.ORG. TUITION WILL STILL BE CHARGED FOR THE
PERIOD FROM THE DATE OF ENROLLMENT UNTIL THE 15TH OR THE
LAST DAY OF THE CALENDAR MONTH (WHICHEVER COMES FIRST)
AFTER THE THIRTY DAY NOTIFICATION PERIOD.

DROPPING YOUR CHILD FROM OUR PROGRAM MAY RESULT IN THE
FOLLOWING REFUND (LESS ANY NON-REFUNDABLE FEES):

ONE MONTH NOTICE:  FULL REFUND OF THE PAID
ANNUAL TUITION.
LESS THAN ONE MONTH:  NO REFUND.

LATE PICK-UP
BEING LATE FOR PICK-UP TIME MAY RESULT IN A $1.00 CHARGE FOR
EVERY MINUTE SPENT AFTER DESIGNATED TIME. YOUR CHILD'S
SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY, AND WE WILL DO ALL WE CAN DURING
UNFORESEEN INCIDENCES. (SEE PICK-UP UNDER ARRIVAL &
DEPARTURE SECTION FOR MORE DETAILS.)

REGISTRATION
A NON-REFUNDABLE APPLICATION FEE IS DUE ANNUALLY FOR EACH
RETURNING OR NEW STUDENT ALONG WITH THE APPLICATION.

TUITION AND FEES

SCHEDULES
AS WE OPERATE AT FULL CAPACITY, WE ASK THAT YOU ADHERE TO
THE SCHEDULE YOU ESTABLISH AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.  IF
YOU WISH TO CHANGE YOUR CHILD'S REGULAR SCHEDULE OR
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EXTENDED DAYCARE, YOU MUST REQUEST THIS IN WRITING BY
FILLING OUT THE CHANGE IN SCHEDULE FORM AND OBTAINING
DIRECTOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH. 
ALL CHANGE REQUESTS WILL BE EVALUATED ON THE LAST
THURSDAY OF THE MONTH PRIOR TO WHICH THE NEW SCHEDULE
WILL TAKE EFFECT.

EXTENDED DAY CHILDCARE FEES
MONTHLY EXTENDED DAY CHILDCARE FEES ARE ESTABLISHED AT
THE TIME OF REGISTRATION, BASED UPON EACH FAMILY'S
INDIVIDUAL SCHEDULE.  THE RATE FOR EXTENDED DAY CARE IS $7.25
PER HOUR. ALL EXTENDED CARE IS PRE-ARRANGED AS THERE IS NO
SHORT-NOTICE CARE AVAILABLE.  AVAILABLE HOURS FOR EXTENDED
CHILDCARE FOR THE 3'S, 4'S, AND 5'S ARE FROM 7:30 A.M. TO 9:00 A.M.
AND FROM 1:00 TO 5:30 P.M. MONDAYS THROUGH FRIDAYS.
AVAILABLE HOURS FOR EXTENDED CARE FOR THE 2'S ARE TUESDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY, 7:30 TO 9:00 A.M. AND FROM 12:00 TO 5:30 P.M.
DAYS ASSIGNED ARE NOT INTERCHANGEABLE.  SHOULD THE NEEDS
OF THE FAMILY CHANGE DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR, YOU MUST
MAKE REQUESTS IN WRITING BY FILLING OUT THE CHANGE IN
SCHEDULE FORM AND OBTAINING DIRECTOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO
THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH.

SCHOLARSHIPS/DISCOUNTS
FOR FAMILIES WITH MORE THAN ONE CHILD ATTENDING THE
NURSERY SCHOOL, THERE WILL BE A 3% REDUCTION IN THE TUITION
FOR THE SECOND (AND THIRD) CHILD.

SCHOLARSHIPS MAY BE AVAILABLE ON A LIMITED BASIS FOR FAMILIES
UNABLE TO PAY FULL TUITION.  ALL REQUESTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL
AND ARE BASED UPON NEED AND VERIFICATION OF INCOME. 
APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE BACNS OFFICE AND ARE DUE
NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2014, FOR A DETERMINATION FOR THE
COMING SCHOOL YEAR. IF YOU WISH TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN
MAKE A GIFT (DONATION) OF AN EXTRA DAY/WEEK FOR A CHILD TO
ATTEND BACNS, PLEASE SEE OUR DIRECTOR AND LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE JILL TAGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND. FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION, CONSULT THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR.  

THE CHILDREN'S JEWISH EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND (CJEEF)
MAY HAVE FUNDS AVAILABLE TO DISTRIBUTE AS STIPENDS TO
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PROVIDE STUDENTS AND FACULTY THAT ARE MEMBERS OF
CONGREGATION BETH AMI WITH JEWISH EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES. REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE
SCHOOL YEAR CAN BE SUBMITTED TO THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
MONDAY-FRIDAY, 10 A.M. - 4 P.M. UNTIL EREV ROSH HASHANAH. 
YOU MAY REQUEST A DEDICATED FUND REQUEST FORM FROM THE
NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR OR THE CONGREGATION OFFICE.
RECIPIENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EREV HOSHANA RABBAH.

EMERGENCIES AND NATURAL DISASTERS
IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY OR NATURAL DISASTER, THE
DIRECTOR AND/OR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BASED UPON ALL
AVAILABLE FACTS AT THE TIME, WILL DETERMINE SCHOOL CLOSURE. 
THE NURSERY SCHOOL SERVES A LARGE PART OF SONOMA COUNTY,
AND IF AN AREA IN THE COUNTY IS AFFECTED BY THE NATURAL
DISASTER AND MANY STAFF MEMBERS ARE AFFECTED, THE SCHOOL
MAY HAVE TO MAKE AN EMERGENCY CLOSURE OR OPERATE WITH
ONLY A SKELETON STAFF.  PARENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE, VIA TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION, IF AN EMERGENCY
CLOSURE IS NECESSARY.  THERE WILL NOT BE ANY TUITION REFUNDS
IF THE SCHOOL IS FORCED TO HAVE AN EMERGENCY CLOSURE.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
IF AN EMERGENCY DOES ARISE AT CONGREGATION BETH AMI THE
FOLLOWING WILL OCCUR:

SHOULD THERE BE A REASON FOR CLOSING THE NURSERY
SCHOOL ON ANY GIVEN DAY, STAFF WILL CALL THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR, AND
THE FIRST SCHEDULED NURSERY STAFF TEACHER. 
STAFF WILL CONTACT ALL THE FAMILIES THAT ARE
EXPECTED TO ATTEND THAT DAY.
AFTER FURTHER ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK FROM THE
NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR AND/OR EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, STAFF WILL CONTACT ALL THE FAMILIES WITH
AN UPDATE.
WE WILL INFORM ALL FAMILIES OF ANY CLOSURE OR
DELAY IN SCHOOL OPERATION. IN ADDITION, STAFF WILL
INFORM FAMILIES IF WE WILL REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.

IF AN EMERGENCY OCCURS WHILE CHILDREN ARE IN ATTENDANCE,
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THE DIRECTOR WILL ASSESS THE NEED FOR EARLY PICK-UP, AND
STAFF WILL CONTACT THE PARENTS. WE WILL CONTINUE CALLING
(FROM YOUR IDENTIFICATION AND EMERGENCY INFORMATION
FORM) UNTIL SOMEONE IS REACHED FOR PICK-UP. ROLLING
BLACKOUTS DO NOT ALWAYS CAUSE THE SCHOOL TO CLOSE. IF A
BLACKOUT OCCURS, WE CHECK WITH PG&E AND OTHER
EMERGENCY INFORMATION TO ASSESS OUR SAFETY TO REMAIN ON
SITE. SHOULD WE NEED TO EVACUATE, OUR TEMPORARY
RELOCATION SITE IS SPRING CREEK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
ACROSS THE STREET FROM CONGREGATION BETH AMI.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS KITS
UPON ARRIVAL ON YOUR CHILD'S FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, WE WILL
COLLECT THE EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CLOTHING KITS TO STORE
AT SCHOOL IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY. THE INSTRUCTIONS
FOR THE KIT ARE IN THE BACK POCKET OF THIS HANDBOOK. YOU
MAY COLLECT YOUR CHILD'S PREVIOUS YEAR'S KIT AT OUR YEAR-END
POTLUCK PICNIC. IF YOUR CHILD IS STAYING FOR THE SUMMER
PROGRAM, YOU MAY UPDATE YOUR KIT AT THAT TIME.

ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE

SIGN IN & SIGN OUT
PRESCHOOL IS GOVERNED BY REQUIREMENTS ESTABLISHED BY THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA. RULES OF COMPLIANCE (CCR, TITLE 22,
SECTIONS 101226.1{B} AND 101229.1) DICTATE PRACTICES THAT
ASSURE THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CHILDREN IN OUR SCHOOL.

IT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT EACH CHILD BE SIGNED IN WHEN
ENTERING THE SCHOOL AND SIGNED OUT WHEN PICKED UP, EACH
DAY, WITH A WRITTEN FULL SIGNATURE AND TIME OF
ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE NEXT TO THE CHILD'S NAME. PERSONS
AUTHORIZED TO SIGN IN AND SIGN OUT CHILDREN ARE LISTED ON
THE EMERGENCY CARD. IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, THE SIGN IN
SHEETS ENABLE US TO IMMEDIATELY LOCATE EACH CHILD. 
THE SIGN-IN/OUT SHEETS ARE A LEGAL DOCUMENT WHICH TRANSFER
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHILD BETWEEN THE CENTER AND THE
CHILD'S AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE.

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE SIGNED IN AND OUT EACH DAY! 
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STAFF MEMBERS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO SIGN CHILDREN IN OR
OUT. THE DIRECTOR HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO SYSTEMATICALLY
CHECK THE SIGN-IN SHEETS TO ENSURE THAT SIGN-INS/OUTS ARE
DONE REGULARLY. STATE REGULATIONS SPECIFY THAT NO ONE
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 MAY PICK UP OR DROP OFF, SIGN IN OR SIGN
OUT A PRESCHOOL CHILD.

ONLY THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY
AUTHORIZED BY A PARENT IN WRITING WILL BE ALLOWED TO PICK
UP A CHILD. IF THE STAFF DOES NOT KNOW THE PERSON WHO HAS
BEEN AUTHORIZED TO PICK UP A CHILD, THE STAFF PERSON WILL ASK
FOR A PICTURE I.D. IF FOR ANY REASON A CHILD IS BEING PICKED UP
BY ANYONE NOT PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED, A PARENT SHOULD PUT
THAT INFORMATION IN WRITING AND INFORM THE TEACHER
VERBALLY AS WELL.

IN ADDITION, CARPOOL PARENTS MUST SIGN IN AND OUT FOR ALL
CHILDREN RIDING WITH THEM. THE LICENSING DEPARTMENT AGENT
INSPECTS SIGN IN SHEETS. WHEN INCOMPLETE OR ILLEGIBLE, WE WILL
BE CITED BY THE DEPARTMENT. CONTINUED LACK OF OR ILLEGIBLE
SIGNATURES WILL CAUSE US TO BE FINED. PLEASE REMEMBER TO
LEGIBLY SIGN IN AND OUT OF THE PROGRAM. 

ARRIVAL
SCHOOL HOURS ARE FROM 9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. OR 9:00 A.M. TO
12:00 P.M. FOR THE TWO'S.  PLEASE ARRIVE ON TIME SO THAT YOUR
CHILD IS NOT UNCOMFORTABLE ABOUT ARRIVING AFTER THE REST
OF THE CLASS HAS ALREADY BEGUN THE DAY'S ACTIVITIES AND SO
THAT THE GROUP IS NOT INTERRUPTED.  PLEASE DO NOT BRING
YOUR CHILD EARLY, UNLESS YOU HAVE PRE-REGISTERED FOR EARLY
MORNING CHILDCARE, AS TEACHERS NEED AND USE THIS TIME TO
PREPARE FOR THE DAY.

UPON ARRIVING, PLEASE ACCOMPANY YOUR CHILD INTO HIS OR HER
CLASSROOM AND SIGN IN. AT PICK-UP, THE REVERSE PROCEDURE IS
NEEDED.

PICK-UP
IF YOU FIND THAT YOU ARE GOING TO BE DETAINED, PLEASE NOTIFY
THE SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY.  YOUR CHILD'S SAFETY IS OUR
PRIORITY AND WE WILL DO ALL WE CAN DURING UNEXPECTED
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EMERGENCIES. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE PICKED UP AT THEIR
SCHEDULED TIME. FAMILIES WILL BE CHARGED $1.00 FOR EACH
MINUTE THAT THEY ARE LATE.  PLEASE BE ON TIME TO AVOID
UNNECESSARY STRESS AND WORRY FOR BOTH YOUR CHILD AND THE
STAFF. PICK-UP TIME FOR THE NURSERY SCHOOL IS 12:00 P.M. FOR
TWOS AND 1:00 P.M. FOR THREES AND FOURS.

SAFETY FOR ALL DURING ARRIVAL AND PICK-UP TIME IS A PRIORITY.
CHASING GAMES, WHILE GREAT FUN, DO NOT ENSURE A SAFE TRIP
THROUGH OUR CAMPUS AND PARKING LOT. IF A TEACHER IS NOT
PRE-OCCUPIED WITH THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN, DROP-OFF AND
PICK-UP TIMES ARE IDEAL TIMES TO IMPART INFORMATION OR ASK
FOR FEEDBACK REGARDING YOUR CHILD.

AUTHORIZATION TO PICK-UP CHILD

CHILDREN WILL NOT BE RELEASED TO ANY PERSON WHO IS NOT
AUTHORIZED BY A PARENT TO PICK UP THE CHILD AS INDICATED IN
YOUR CHILD'S FILE.  PLEASE USE THE AUTHORIZATION FOR CHANGE
IN CHILD PICK-UP LIST FORM IN THE BACK POCKET OF THIS
HANDBOOK TO AUTHORIZE A NEW PERSON FOR A GIVEN DAY OR
PERIOD OF TIME.  

COPIES OF THIS FORM ARE ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE NURSERY SCHOOL
OFFICE.  FOR ANY PERSON OTHER THAN PARENTS OR GUARDIANS
PICKING UP YOUR CHILD, WE WILL ASK FOR PICTURE IDENTIFICATION
AT OUR FIRST CONTACT UNTIL WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH THIS PERSON.
PLEASE HAVE NEW PICK-UP PERSONS BRING THEIR IDENTIFICATION. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD ADJUST TO SCHOOL

TO MAKE YOUR CHILD'S ADJUSTMENT TO THEIR NEW SETTING
EASIER, YOU MAY NEED TO BE AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST FEW DAYS,
AS YOUR CHILD MAY NOT BE READY TO STAY FOR THE ENTIRE
SCHOOL DAY.  YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER CAN GIVE YOU SUGGESTIONS
FOR HELPFUL DEPARTURE ROUTINES AND HELP FACILITATE THE
TRANSITION.  BE SURE TO SAY GOOD-BYE WHEN YOU LEAVE.

DON'T BE ANXIOUS OR EMBARRASSED IF YOUR CHILD IS VERY UPSET
AND CRIES. WE SUGGEST THAT YOU STAY IN THE ROOM UNTIL THEY
FEEL RELATIVELY SECURE, BUT NOT LONG ENOUGH FOR THEM TO
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CONTINUALLY PROLONG THE GOOD BYE RITUAL' AND PREVENT YOU
FROM LEAVING. COMPLETE YOUR GOOD BYE, AND EVEN IF THEIR
OBJECTIONS ARE LOUD AND STRONG, MAKE YOUR EXIT.

A TEACHER WILL HELP YOUR CHILD TO ENTER INTO AN INTERESTING
ACTIVITY OR PERHAPS OFFER A COMFORTING LAP. SOON, YOUR
CHILD WILL ACCEPT THE PROCEDURE AND THEN GROW TO
FUNCTION WITHOUT MOM OR DAD AROUND. USUALLY, SEPARATION
PROTESTS LAST ONLY A FEW MINUTES AFTER THE PARENT IS OUT OF
SIGHT. PARENTS MAY PHONE FOR REASSURANCE AT ANY TIME
DURING THE DAY.

SOMETIMES, WHILE STILL AT HOME, YOUR CHILD MIGHT ANNOUNCE
SOME MORNING THAT THEY DO NOT WANT TO GO TO SCHOOL
TODAY. THE BEST PROCEDURE IS TO SAY, NOW IS THE TIME TO GO
TO NURSERY SCHOOL. LATER WE WILL BE TOGETHER  OR NURSERY
SCHOOL IS YOUR WORK AND I WILL BE DOING MY WORK WHEN WE
ARE APART.  AT TIMES A CHILD IS RELUCTANT TO ATTEND SCHOOL,
FEARFUL THEY MAY BE MISSING OUT ON SPECIAL TIMES THAT MOM
OR DAD SHARES WITH A YOUNGER SIBLING. ASSURE THEM OF YOUR
PLANS TO SPEND TIME TOGETHER AFTER SCHOOL.

DAILY NEEDS

CLOTHING
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING FOR PLAY IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. 
CHILDREN NEED TO FEEL COMFORTABLE, FREE TO FULLY EXPLORE
THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, AND BE SELF-RELIANT DURING THEIR
SCHOOL PLAY.  IF CHILDREN WORRY ABOUT GETTING MESSY, IT
COULD POTENTIALLY INTERFERE WITH CREATIVE EXPERIENCES. 
RUGGED, WASHABLE PLAY CLOTHES AND TENNIS SHOES ARE IDEAL
FOR NURSERY SCHOOL.

PLEASE
1. MAKE SURE CLOTHES ARE EASILY LAUNDERED. PRESCHOOL

PAINT CONTAINERS STATE THAT THEY ARE WASHABLE, BUT
CERTAIN FABRICS LAUNDER BETTER.

2. GARMENTS SHOULD BE EASY FOR LITTLE FINGERS AND HANDS
TO MANAGE.  THIS HELPS LEAD TO THE INDEPENDENCE THE
CHILDREN STRIVE FOR.  OVERALLS ARE NOT RECOMMENDED.

3. A SWEATER OR JACKET SHOULD BE PROVIDED EVEN ON SUNNY
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DAYS.  WE RECOMMEND SUNSCREEN AND WATERPROOF
SHOES/SANDALS (PLEASE, NO FLIP-FLOPS) FOR OUTSIDE PLAY ON
WARM DAYS. ADDITIONALLY, CHILDREN SHOULD BRING RAIN
BOOTS AND A RAINCOAT DURING RAINY WEATHER.

4. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT ALL CLOTHING BE LABELED WITH
THE CHILD'S NAME, PARTICULARLY SWEATERS, HATS, AND
JACKETS.  PARENTS AND CHILDREN GET UPSET WHEN THEIR
THINGS ARE MISPLACED OR LOST.

5. CHILDREN NEED A COMPLETE SET OF LABELED CLOTHING TO
BE KEPT IN THEIR CUBBY.  IT ALSO HELPS FOR CHILDREN TO
HAVE A PICTURE OF THEMSELVES IN THEIR CUBBY TO IDENTIFY
THEIR CUBBY AS A PERSONAL SPACE.

BELONGINGS
UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED THAT IT IS A SHARING DAY , WE
ASK THAT YOU LEAVE YOUR CHILD'S TOYS AT HOME OR IN YOUR
CAR.  PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER ABOUT THE
APPROPRIATENESS OF ANY BOOKS, MUSIC, OR TOYS YOU WISH TO
LOAN TO THE CLASS.  TOYS OF VIOLENCE OR WAR TOYS ARE NOT
ALLOWED AT THE SCHOOL.

LUNCHES
LUNCHTIME HAS BOTH LEARNING AND SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES AND
CAN BE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE SCHOOL DAY.  SINCE
LUNCHTIME IS INCLUDED IN OUR NURSERY SCHOOL PROGRAM, YOU
WILL NEED TO PROVIDE THIS MEAL IN A LUNCH BOX OR BAG, WITH A
DRINK.  (NO GLASS BOTTLES PLEASE.)  IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE
RULES OF OUR KOSHER FACILITY, NO MEAT, POULTRY, OR PRODUCTS
CONTAINING ANIMAL FAT ARE ALLOWED AT THE SCHOOL. 
(DEEP-WATER FISH LIKE SALMON OR TUNA ARE EXAMPLES OF KOSHER
FOODS THAT ARE ACCEPTABLE.)  EXAMPLES OF SUGGESTED FOODS
ARE YOGURT, CHEESE, FRUITS, AND VEGETABLES.  WE RECOMMEND
SMALL PORTIONS OF A VARIETY OF FOODS.  WE WILL INFORM YOU IF
YOUR CHILD'S MEAL NEEDS TO BE SUPPLEMENTED OR CHANGED. 
THE EMPHASIS HERE SHOULD BE ON NUTRITION, SO PLEASE DO NOT
SEND CANDY OR GUM WITH YOUR CHILD. TEACHERS WELCOME ANY
QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT HAVE REGARDING LUNCHES.

SNACKS
PLEASE DISCUSS ANY FOOD ALLERGIES THAT YOUR CHILD
MAY HAVE WITH YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER. THE DIRECTOR WILL
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POST A LIST OF ALL CHILDREN WITH FOOD ALLERGIES IN THE
KITCHEN VISIBLE TO ALL STAFF, SUBS, AND ALL OTHERS ENGAGED IN
SNACK PREPARATION. ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPECIAL DIETS ARE BEST
MADE DIRECTLY WITH YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER.
  
WE OFFER WHOLESOME AND NUTRITIOUS SNACKS EACH MORNING
AND AFTERNOON.  SOMETIMES, SNACKS ARE REFLECTIVE OF THE
JEWISH HOLIDAY OR THE SUBJECT AREA BEING EXPLORED ON A GIVEN
DAY.  ALL SNACK FOODS ARE APPROPRIATE FOR OUR KOSHER
FACILITY.

IF YOU HAVE A SURPLUS HARVEST FROM YOUR GARDEN OR
ORCHARD, THIS WOULD BE A WONDERFUL GIFT TO THE SCHOOL. 
PLEASE SPEAK TO YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER ABOUT ARRANGING TO
BRING IN A SPECIAL CULTURAL DISH OR A BIRTHDAY SNACK.

EXTENDED DAY CARE BEDDING
FOR AFTERNOON NAP OR REST TIME WE PROVIDE A PADDED FLOOR
MAT.  YOUR CHILD WILL NEED TO BRING A LABELED LIGHT BLANKET
AND A CRIB-SIZE SHEET.  PLEASE PROVIDE A CLOTH BAG OR
BACKPACK TO CONTAIN THE AFTERNOON BEDDING.  A SMALL
COMFORT SOFT TOY COULD ALSO BE PART OF THE EDC KIT.  FOR
HEALTH AND HYGIENE, WE ASK THAT PARENTS TAKE BEDDING HOME
FOR LAUNDERING ONCE A WEEK.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

HEALTHY CHILDREN AT SCHOOL
YOUR CHILD'S HEALTH IS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO ALL OF US. 
PRIOR TO ENROLLMENT, YOU MUST COMPLETE AND RETURN YOUR
CHILD'S HEALTH FORM SIGNED BY A PHYSICIAN AND YOUR CHILD'S
IMMUNIZATION RECORD, INCLUDING TUBERCULIN CLEARANCE. 
EACH MORNING, PLEASE ASSESS THE HEALTH OF YOUR CHILD.
PLEASE WAIT UNTIL A TEACHER GREETS AND ACCEPTS
YOUR CHILD BEFORE LEAVING THE PREMISES.

YOUR CHILD WILL BE SENT HOME IF THERE APPEARS TO BE
SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS PRESENT DURING THE DAY SUCH AS FEVER,
VOMITING, DIARRHEA, RASH, OR A COUGH.  IN SUCH CASES, THE
CHILD WILL BE SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER CHILDREN AND A
PARENT WILL BE CONTACTED. OUR ILLNESS POLICY IS STRICT FOR
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THE WELL-BEING OF ALL THE CHILDREN. PLEASE BE PREPARED TO PICK
UP YOUR CHILD IMMEDIATELY WHEN CALLED.

WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE INCONVENIENCE TO ONE'S PROFESSIONAL
OR PERSONAL COMMITMENTS, WHEN A CHILD IS ILL, THE HEALTH
AND SAFETY OF ALL CHILDREN, PARENTS, AND TEACHERS IS OF
UTMOST CONCERN.  PLEASE KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME IF HE OR SHE:

1. HAS A FEVER (TEMPERATURE OVER 100.4 ) OR HAS HAD A
FEVER DURING THE LAST 24-HOUR PERIOD.

2. HAS VOMITED OR HAS HAD DIARRHEA WITHIN THE PAST 24
HOURS.

3. HAS A SYMPTOM OF A COMMUNICABLE DISEASE:  RED
DRIPPING EYES, RUNNY NOSE, FEVER, SORE THROAT,
HEADACHE, RASH, ABDOMINAL PAIN, EAR ACHE, SWOLLEN
GLANDS, MUCOUS, COUGHING/SNEEZING, ACTS LISTLESS OR
DROWSY, HAS A HEADACHE, OR FLUSHED FACE, OR HAS
INDICATION OF HEAD LICE.

4. HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED AN ANTIBIOTIC/REMEDY BY A
PHYSICIAN/PRACTITIONER WITHIN THE LAST 24 HOURS.  YOUR
CHILD NEEDS TO BE ON ANTIBIOTICS FOR AT LEAST 24
HOURS BEFORE RETURNING TO SCHOOL.  (THE STAFF
CAN ADMINISTER MEDICATION, AS LONG AS THE MEDICATION
COMES IN THE ORIGINAL CONTAINER AND A MEDICATION
FORM IS PROPERLY AND FULLY FILLED OUT.  INSTRUCTIONS
WITH DOCTOR'S ORDERS MUST BE LEFT IN WRITING ON A
FORM THAT WE WILL PROVIDE.) PLEASE NOTIFY THE
SCHOOL AT ONCE IF YOUR CHILD HAS A
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE OR HAS BEEN EXPOSED TO
ONE. 

IF YOU NOTICE ANY BEHAVIOR OR SYMPTOMS THAT INDICATE
POSSIBLE ILLNESS, PLEASE DO NOT ADMINISTER A DECONGESTANT,
TYLENOL, COUGH SYRUP, ETC. MEDICATION OFTEN MASKS THE
SYMPTOMS, BUT THE CONTAGIOUS ILLNESS IS NOT DETERRED. IN THE
EVENT OF HEAD LICE, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE IMMEDIATELY. WE
REQUIRE THAT CHILDREN BE FREE OF ALL NITS BEFORE RETURNING
TO SCHOOL.

IN THE EVENT A CHILD BECOMES SICK AT SCHOOL, WE WILL FIRST
CALL THE PARENT(S) AND THEN, IF UNABLE TO CONTACT THE
PARENT(S), PROCEED TO THE LIST OF EMERGENCY CONTACTS.  THE
CHILD WILL BE ISOLATED UNTIL THE PARENT OR AN AUTHORIZED
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ADULT ARRIVES FOR PICK UP. PARENTS ARE ASKED TO ARRIVE WITHIN
30 MINUTES OF RECEIVING THE CALL OR MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR
OTHERS TO SUPPLY CARE. WE FEEL THAT CHILDREN WHO ARE TOO
SICK OR TIRED TO PLAY OUTSIDE OR FULLY PARTICIPATE IN OUR
PROGRAM SHOULD BE AT HOME. CHILDREN WITH
NON-CONTAGIOUS MEDICAL RESTRICTIONS, DOCUMENTED BY A
PHYSICIAN, WILL BE KEPT INSIDE DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER AT
THE PARENT'S REQUEST OR THE TEACHER'S DISCRETION.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT IN THIS SITUATION, AS OUR STAFF
ALL STRIVE TO PROVIDE OPTIMAL CARE AT ALL TIMES FOR
INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN AND MEET THE NEEDS OF THE GROUP, AT
THE SAME TIME.

PER LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, EVERY FAMILY NEEDS TO
MAINTAIN A LIST OF VIABLE EMERGENCY CONTACTS AS
WELL AS PHONE NUMBERS WHERE WE CAN REACH THE
PARENTS AT ALL TIMES.

IF YOU HAVE AN ADDITIONAL CHILD (I.E. SIBLING OF STUDENT) THAT
IS ILL, PLEASE DO NOT BRING THE SICK SIBLING ONTO THE SCHOOL
CAMPUS WHEN DROPPING OFF YOUR STUDENT. PLEASE LEAVE THE
SICK SIBLING WITH SOMEONE ELSE AT HOME, ASK ANOTHER PARENT
TO DRIVE YOUR CHILD THAT DAY, ASK A PARENT TO WATCH THE
SICK SIBLING IN YOUR CAR WHILE YOU DROP OFF, ASK A PARENT TO
BRING YOUR CHILD INTO SCHOOL FOR YOU, OR WAIT AT THE GATE
FOR TEACHER (OR PARENT) ASSISTANCE.

IN CASE OF ACCIDENTAL INJURY
THE STAFF WILL ADMINISTER NECESSARY FIRST AID TREATMENT TO
YOUR CHILD.  FOR OTHER MINOR INJURIES WE WILL MAKE AN
ATTEMPT TO CONTACT A PARENT.  IF WE CANNOT REACH YOU OR A
CONTACT FROM YOUR EMERGENCY LIST, WE WILL CALL THE CHILD'S
PHYSICIAN OR ONE OF THE SCHOOL'S CONSULTING PHYSICIANS. 
WHEN NECESSARY, WE WILL CALL AN AMBULANCE. YOU WILL BE
EXPECTED TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY INCURRED EXPENSES.
THERE IS A REQUIREMENT THAT A SIGNED CONSENT FORM ABOUT
THIS POLICY BE IN EACH CHILD'S FILE.

WHENEVER FIRST AID IS GIVEN, TEACHERS FILL OUT AN OUCH
REPORT  AND PLACE A COPY IN YOUR CHILD'S CUBBY AND IN THEIR
FILE.
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SPECIAL EXPERIENCES

BIRTHDAYS
CHILDREN ENJOY CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS AT SCHOOL.  EACH
TEACHER INVITES YOU TO BRING A SPECIAL BIRTHDAY TREAT FOR
YOUR CHILD'S BIRTHDAY.  PLEASE SPEAK TO TEACHERS ABOUT
APPROPRIATE SNACKS AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH YOUR
CHILD'S TEACHER IN ADVANCE.
 
ALSO, PLEASE DO NOT HAND OUT PARTY INVITATIONS AT SCHOOL,
AS THIS CAN CAUSE HURT FEELINGS.  WE WILL PROVIDE A MAILING
LIST FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.  WHEN PLANNING A PRIVATE
BIRTHDAY PARTY, REMEMBER SOME MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND
FROM SUNDOWN FRIDAY NIGHT TO SUNDOWN SATURDAY NIGHT,
THE JEWISH SABBATH. 

FIELD TRIPS
FIELD TRIPS OFFER THE THREE- AND FOUR-YEAR-OLDS A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE AN ENVIRONMENT AWAY FROM
SCHOOL.  MUCH THOUGHT AND PLANNING GOES INTO DEVELOPING
CURRICULUM FOR THESE TRIPS.  CHILDREN ARE PREPARED WITH
INFORMATION AND WHAT TO EXPECT.  AFTERWARDS, ALL SUBJECT
AREAS ARE INTEGRATED TO EDUCATIONALLY CAPITALIZE ON THE
LEARNING STIMULATED BY THE OUTING.  EXCURSIONS MAY INCLUDE
VISITS TO FARMS, PARKS, MUSEUMS, MARKETS, AND NEIGHBORHOOD
WALKS INTO THE COMMUNITY.  EACH CHILD WILL NEED A SIGNED
PERMISSION SLIP THAT WILL BE KEPT ON FILE.  WE ENCOURAGE ALL
PARENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM BY VOLUNTEERING TO
DRIVE ON TRIPS OR ACCOMPANYING US TO INCREASE OUR
ADULT-TO-CHILD RATIO FOR THESE EVENTS.  ALL CHILDREN MUST
TRAVEL IN CAR SEATS. WE ASK THE PARENT TO SECURE THE SEAT
WHEN POSSIBLE. THE LAW REQUIRES ALL DRIVERS TO HAVE A COPY OF
THEIR CURRENT INSURANCE ON FILE AT THE SCHOOL SPECIFICALLY
LISTING THE DRIVER(S) BY NAME.

THE TWOS CLASS DOES NOT PARTICIPATE IN OFF-CAMPUS TRIPS BUT
OFTEN GOES FOR WALKS WITHIN THE FACILITY.

SHABBAT
ALTHOUGH THE SABBATH OFFICIALLY BEGINS AT SUNDOWN ON

2

27
Last Updated: 8/19/2014



FRIDAY AND LASTS UNTIL THREE STARS ARE SIGHTED ON SATURDAY
EVENING, WE CELEBRATE SHABBAT AT SCHOOL EVERY FRIDAY
MORNING WITH AN ONEG SHABBAT , WHEN WE SING SONGS AND
RECITE BLESSINGS OVER THE CANDLES, THE GRAPE JUICE, AND THE
CHALLAH (EGG BREAD).  WE ENCOURAGE AND WELCOME FAMILIES
TO JOIN US IN OUR CELEBRATION AT 12:00 NOON, WHEN WE SING. 
 
FAMILIES TAKE TURNS BRINGING IN A DOUBLE BATCH OF CHALLAH
DOUGH SO THAT THE CHILDREN CAN BRAID THEIR OWN LOAVES
EACH WEEK.  EACH FAMILY PROVIDES THE CHALLAH DOUGH SEVERAL
TIMES A YEAR.  YOU MAY ALSO BRING FLOWERS AND/OR
TABLECLOTHS TO DECORATE THE ROOM WHEN YOUR TURN TO
BRING CHALLAH DOUGH COMES AROUND.  RECIPES FOR CHALLAH
DOUGH ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CLASSROOM OR DIRECTOR'S OFFICE.

GEMILUT HASADIM (ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS)
AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE CURRICULUM IS ENGAGING IN AND
EXPLAINING ACTS OF SHARING, BEING KIND TO OTHERS, AND DOING
GOOD DEEDS.  THIS IS ALSO AN AGE-OLD JEWISH TRADITION KNOWN
AS GEMILUT HASADIM (ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS).  THE NURSERY
SCHOOL PRACTICES THIS TRADITION DAY-BY-DAY IN THE
CLASSROOM AND ON THE PLAY YARD IN WAYS APPROPRIATE TO THE
AGE, DEVELOPMENT, AND UNDERSTANDING OF EACH CHILD. 
UNPREDICTABLE EVENTS IN OUR WORLD AND CERTAIN HOLIDAYS
AND OBSERVANCES ALSO PROVIDE WAYS TO PRACTICE GEMILUT
HASADIM THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

COMMUNICATION
ALONG WITH OUR COMMITMENT TO THE CHILDREN'S
DEVELOPMENT, WE VALUE OPEN AND ONGOING COMMUNICATION
WITH PARENTS. IN ADDITION TO YEARLY SCHEDULED CONFERENCES,
TEACHERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS. WE HOPE
THAT YOU WILL FEEL FREE TO CONTACT STAFF MEMBERS IF YOU
HAVE ANY NEED TO TALK ABOUT YOUR CHILD'S PROGRESS.  

IN ORDER TO KEEP CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION OPEN AND
FACILITATE MUTUAL RESPECT, PLEASE FOLLOW THE PROCEDURES
BELOW:

1. SPEAK WITH STAFF DIRECTLY INVOLVED WITH YOUR CHILD. 
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2. AFTER YOU SPEAK DIRECTLY WITH THE TEACHER, IF YOU FEEL
THE ISSUE IS STILL NOT RESOLVED, BRING IT TO THE ATTENTION
OF THE DIRECTOR.

3. WHEN YOU FEEL FURTHER ATTENTION IS NECESSARY,
CONTACT THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATION
BETH AMI.

PLEASE RESPECT CLASSROOM HOURS AS THE TEACHERS' TIME FOR
THE CHILDREN.  IF YOU NEED TO COMMUNICATE WITH A TEACHER
AND THEY ARE BUSY, YOU CAN ALWAYS REQUEST A PHONE CALL
FROM THE TEACHER OR REQUEST A SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT.
EACH CLASSROOM HAS A NOTEBOOK FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE
WITH YOUR TEACHER.

PHONE CALLS
THE NURSERY SCHOOL WELCOMES YOUR COMMENTS AND
QUESTIONS. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL.  SINCE THE TEACHERS' FIRST
PRIORITY IS YOUR CHILD, THEY MAY NOT BE ABLE TO COME TO THE
PHONE DURING CLASS HOURS.  THE TEACHER OR DIRECTOR WILL
CALL YOU BACK AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE. 

ADDITIONAL COMMUNICATION
PARENTS ARE URGED TO READ BULLETIN BOARDS AND EMAILS
REGULARLY AND TO CHECK YOUR CHILD'S ART FOLDER AND/OR
CUBBY DAILY FOR COMMUNIQU S.  IF YOU ARE DRIVING A CARPOOL,
MAKE SURE THAT YOU GET ANY FLYERS TO THE PARENTS WHO ARE
IN YOUR CARPOOL. THE DIRECTOR SENDS A WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER/COMMUNIQU  THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. PLEASE REFER
TO OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.BETHAMISR.ORG AND CLICK ON
EDUCATION FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION. SINCE WE
DO THE BULK OF OUR BASIC COMMUNICATION VIA EMAIL, PLEASE BE
SURE TO HAVE YOUR CURRENT AND UPDATED EMAIL ADDRESSES ON
FILE.

PARENT COMMITTEE
MANY OPPORTUNITIES ARE OFFERED BOTH FORMALLY AND
INFORMALLY FOR PARENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NURSERY
SCHOOL COMMUNITY. THE NURSERY SCHOOL'S PARENT COMMITTEE
IS COMPRISED OF ALL PARENTS OF CHILDREN ATTENDING THE
NURSERY SCHOOL, ALUMNI, AND CONGREGANTS WHO WISH TO BE
INVOLVED IN CREATING AND SUPPORTING NURSERY SCHOOL
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ACTIVITIES AND GOALS.  THE PARENT COMMITTEE ACTS AS A
LIAISON BETWEEN PARENTS, CONGREGATION BETH AMI, AND THE
NURSERY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION. ONE COMMITTEE MEMBER WILL
ALSO SERVE AS OUR LIAISON BETWEEN THE NURSERY SCHOOL
PARENT COMMITTEE AND CONGREGATION BETH AMI. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE PARENT COMMITTEE IS TO INCREASE BENEFITS
PROVIDED BY THE SCHOOL TO THE CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES
AND TO FACILITATE PARENT'S GREATER INVOLVEMENT IN THE
NURSERY SCHOOL AND IN THEIR CHILDREN'S EDUCATION. WE HOPE
THAT ALL INTERESTED PARENTS WILL JOIN THIS COMMITTEE AND
KNOW THAT THEY ARE TRULY VALUED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF
THE NURSERY SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 

SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL GOALS OF THE PARENT COMMITTEE ARE:

RAISING FUNDS FOR THE SCHOOL
ASSISTING WITH JEWISH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR
THE NURSERY SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
INSPIRING AND FOSTERING FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN
THE SCHOOL
IDENTIFYING CONCERNS AND SUGGESTIONS OF PARENTS
AND PROVIDING A VEHICLE FOR COMMUNICATING
BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL
WELCOMING ALL NEW FAMILIES AND SUPPORTING
EACH OTHER IN JOYOUS AND DIFFICULT TIMES (BIRTH,
ADOPTION, ILLNESS, DEATH, FAMILY STRESS)

THE COMMITTEE MEETS MONTHLY OR MORE OFTEN WHEN NEEDED. 
ANYONE WISHING TO ATTEND A COMMITTEE MEETING IS WELCOME
TO DO SO.  IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THERE BE REPRESENTATIVES
FROM EACH CLASS ATTENDING THE COMMITTEE MEETINGS. IF YOU
WISH TO MAKE A PRESENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHAIRPERSON FIVE DAYS IN ADVANCE OF THE
MONTHLY MEETING TO DISCUSS YOUR THOUGHTS FOR PLACEMENT
ON THE AGENDA.

PARENT WORK HOURS 
FAMILIES ARE VERY GENEROUS, UTILIZING THEIR TIME TO ENHANCE
OUR SCHOOL. WE HOPE THAT ALL FAMILIES WILL GET INVOLVED AND
BECOME A PART OF THE NURSERY SCHOOL COMMUNITY. OVER THE
COURSE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, EACH FAMILY IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
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COMPLETING A MINIMUM OF ONLY FIVE (5) WORK HOURS. FAMILIES
CAN HELP IN MANY WAYS OR MAY CHOOSE AN OPTION OF PAYING
$100 IN LIEU OF THEIR TIME.

THE ACTIVITIES THAT COUNT TOWARDS WORK HOURS SHOULD
BENEFIT THE MORALE, THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT, AND THE
WELL-BEING OF THE SCHOOL.  HERE IS A LIST OF ACTIVITIES THAT
COUNT TOWARD THE FIVE WORK HOURS:

WORKING IN THE GARDEN
WORKING ON THE ANNUAL FUNDRAISER (PLANNING,
ORGANIZING, SETUP/CLEANUP, ETC.)
WORKING DURING THE ANNUAL FUNDRAISER (SERVING,
HELPING WITH AUCTION, ETC.)
OFFICE WORK
CLEANING/ORGANIZING CLASSROOMS
FIXING/BUILDING STRUCTURES IN AND OUT OF THE
CLASSROOM
SCHOLASTIC BOOKS PARENT FOR THE CLASSROOM
MAKING FOOD FOR TEACHER MEETINGS OR SPECIAL SCHOOL
EVENTS (YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED WHEN COOKING FOR
PARTICULAR EVENTS IS REQUESTED)
SET UP/WORKING DURING EVENT/CLEAN UP FOR ANY OF THE
JEWISH EVENTS FOR OUR NURSERY SCHOOL COMMUNITY (I.E.
ROSH HASHANAH, YOM KIPPUR, SUKKOT, SIMCHAT TORAH,
CHANNUKAH, TU B'SHEVAT, PURIM CARNIVAL AND PASSOVER)
DOING PREP WORK FOR TEACHERS

ALL PARENT WORK HOURS MUST BE COMPLETED BY APRIL
30TH. IF THE HOURS ARE NOT COMPLETED, $100 MAY BE ADDED TO
YOUR ACCOUNT.

PARENT EDUCATION WORKSHOPS
WE OCCASIONALLY OFFER PARENT WORKSHOPS THROUGHOUT THE
YEAR ON A VARIETY OF TOPICS. YOUR IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR
WORKSHOPS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. WE WILL ALERT YOU TO
SPECIAL PARENTING AND FAMILY EVENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY. IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN A SPECIFIC OR PARTICULAR SUBJECT ON
PARENT EDUCATION, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR TEACHER AND/OR
DIRECTOR.
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FUNDRAISING
THE FUNDRAISING COMMITMENT OF $250 PER FAMILY THAT HAD
BEEN SCHEDULED IN THE PAST WILL DISAPPEAR THIS YEAR. WORKING
THROUGH THE PARENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE, ANY FUNDRAISING
OBJECTIVES WILL BE DETERMINED AND EXECUTED BY YOU (IN
AGREEMENT WITH THE DIRECTOR).

DONATIONS
DONATIONS TO THE NURSERY SCHOOL ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED. 
ANYONE INTERESTED IN MAKING A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
CONTRIBUTION MAY DO SO VIA THE DIRECTOR OR CONGREGATION
BETH AMI OFFICE. TRADITIONALLY, FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY
HAVE MADE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SCHOOL IN HONOR, MEMORY,
OR RECOGNITION OF OTHERS AND IN CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS
AND ANNIVERSARIES. ALL CASH DONATIONS AND DONATED
MATERIALS DIRECTED TO THE NURSERY SCHOOL BENEFIT THE
CHILDREN AT BETH AMI COMMUNITY NURSERY SCHOOL AND ARE
TAX-DEDUCTIBLE.
 
SPECIAL EVENTS
OVER THE COURSE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, WE CELEBRATE SPECIAL
EVENTS SUCH AS JEWISH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS, OUR ANNUAL
FUNDRAISER, AND OUR YEAR-END POTLUCK PICNIC. THESE
CELEBRATIONS ARE FOR ALL OUR NURSERY SCHOOL FAMILIES. WE
WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE YOUR PARTICIPATION IN PREPARING
AND ORGANIZING FOR THESE EVENTS. YOUR SUPPORT AND
PARTICIPATION IS HIGHLY VALUED IN HELPING TO CREATE A STRONG
SENSE OF COMMUNITY. THESE DATES ARE ON THE CALENDAR, AND
WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL PLAN TO ATTEND.  

JEWISH HOLIDAYS
THE FOLLOWING JEWISH HOLIDAYS, LISTED IN CHRONOLOGICAL
ORDER AS THEY ARE CELEBRATED DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR, ARE
AN IMPORTANT EMPHASIS IN OUR PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM. THESE
HOLIDAYS DIFFER FROM YEAR TO YEAR AS WE FOLLOW THE LUNAR
CALENDAR.  JEWISH HOLIDAYS ARE OBSERVED FROM SUNDOWN TO
SUNDOWN LIKE SHABBAT.

2 ROSH HASHANAH, THE JEWISH NEW YEAR, BEGINS THE TEN-DAY
PERIOD KNOWN AS THE HIGH HOLIDAYS OR THE DAYS OF AWE .
ROSH HASHANAH IS ALSO KNOWN AS THE BIRTHDAY OF THE
WORLD , THE DAY OF REMEMBRANCE , AND THE DAY OF THE
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SHOFAR.   ROSH HASHANAH CELEBRATES THE ABILITY OF PEOPLE TO
CHANGE AND GROW, AS IT IS A TIME FOR DEEP THOUGHT,
SELF-EXAMINATION AND PRAYER.

YOM KIPPUR, THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, IS THE HOLIDAY IN WHICH
THE JEWISH PEOPLE ASK FOR FORGIVENESS AND FORGIVE OTHERS.
YOM KIPPUR, THE MOST SOLEMN AND HOLY DAY OF THE JEWISH
YEAR, IS THE LAST DAY OF THE TEN DAYS OF AWE AND MARKS THE
END OF THE TEN-DAY PERIOD OF THE HIGH HOLIDAYS. 

2 SUKKOT IS A FALL HARVEST FESTIVAL. SUKKOT IS ALSO KNOWN AS
THE FESTIVAL OF THE BOOTHS , AS IT COMMEMORATES THE TIME
THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE LIVED IN TEMPORARY HUTS (SUKKOT)
DURING THEIR WANDERING AND DURING THEIR TIME OF HARVEST
IN THE FIELDS. SUKKOT IS A TIME OF FEASTING AND OF GIVING
THANKS FOR THE HARVEST.

2 SIMCHAT TORAH, MEANING REJOICING WITH THE TORAH , IS A
HAPPY HOLIDAY CELEBRATED WITH GAIETY AND FESTIVITY. ON
SIMCHAT TORAH THE LAST PORTION OF THE TORAH IN THE BOOK
OF DEUTERONOMY AND THE FIRST VERSES OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS
ARE READ IN THE SAME TEMPLE SERVICE, SIGNIFYING THAT THE
TORAH HAS NO BEGINNING AND NO END. 

2
HANUKKAH, A JOYOUS HOLIDAY CELEBRATED FOR EIGHT DAYS,
COMMEMORATES THE VICTORY OF THE JEWS OVER THE GREEKS AND
THUS JEWISH INDEPENDENCE AND THE RIGHT TO ONCE AGAIN,
PRACTICE THE JEWISH RELIGION. HANUKKAH CELEBRATES THE
REDEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE AFTER THE VICTORY OVER THE
GREEKS. HANUKKAH IS ALSO CALLED THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS  IN
REMEMBRANCE OF THE MIRACULOUS OIL THAT BURNED IN THE
TEMPLE MENORAH FOR EIGHT DAYS AT THE TIME OF THE
REDEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE.

2TU B'SHEVAT CELEBRATES THE BIRTHDAY OF THE TREES.   THIS
JEWISH HOLIDAY VALIDATES THE IMPORTANCE OF NATURE AND
STRESSES THE NEED FOR PEOPLE TO CARE FOR TREES, PLANTS, AND
OBJECTS IN NATURE. IT IS CUSTOMARY TO PLANT TREES ON TU B
SHEVAT.

2
PURIM, A TIME OF MERRIMENT AND GREAT FUN, IS ONE OF THE
HAPPIEST OF JEWISH HOLIDAYS. THE FESTIVAL OF PURIM DERIVES
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FROM THE BIBLICAL STORY OF ESTHER AND COMMEMORATES THE
JEWISH PEOPLE'S SUCCESS OVER THOSE WHO TRIED TO DESTROY
THEM.

2PESACH CELEBRATES THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT IN JEWISH
HISTORY, WHICH IS THE JEWISH PEOPLE'S EXODUS FROM EGYPT. THIS
HOLIDAY RECALLS THE LIBERATION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE FROM
SLAVERY IN EGYPT, THEIR EVENTUAL FREEDOM AND THEIR ARRIVAL
IN THE PROMISED LAND IN CANAAN. PESACH IS CELEBRATED FOR
EIGHT DAYS WITH A SPECIAL MEAL, SPECIAL FOODS, AND SPECIFIC
TRADITIONAL PRACTICES.  PESACH, SHAVUOT AND SUKKOT
COMPRISE THE CYCLE OF FESTIVALS SPANNING THE EXODUS STORY.

2 YOM HA-ATZMAUT, THE DAY OF INDEPENDENCE,  IS THE JEWISH
HOLIDAY CELEBRATING ISRAEL'S ATTAINMENT OF STATEHOOD.
ISRAEL'S INDEPENDENCE DAY COMMEMORATES ITS ESTABLISHMENT
ONCE AGAIN AS THE HOMELAND OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE.

LAG B'OMER IS A MINOR JEWISH HOLIDAY THAT FOCUSES ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF STUDY AND LEARNING. LAG B'OMER IS CELEBRATED
ON THE 33RD DAY OF THE 50 DAYS OF THE COUNTING OF THE
OMER , OR THE MEASURE OF THE NEWLY RIPENED BARLEY. THE LAG

B'OMER HOLIDAY PROVIDED A BREAK FROM THIS SERIOUS HARVEST
TIME.

SHAVUOT CELEBRATES THE DAY THE JEWS WERE GIVEN THE TORAH,
THE GUIDELINES OF JEWISH LIFE, ON MOUNT SINAI. IT IS ALSO A
CELEBRATION OF THE TIME OF HARVEST AND THE OFFERING OF THE
FIRST FRUITS OF THE NEW HARVEST. ON SHAVUOT THE JEWISH PEOPLE
DECORATE THE SYNAGOGUE WITH GREENS AND FLOWERS, WEAR
WHITE CLOTHING, AND EAT DAIRY DISHES.

2
SHABBAT: THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF SHABBAT IS A JOYOUS
OCCASION CELEBRATED EVERY FRIDAY SUNDOWN TO SATURDAY
SUNDOWN. SHABBAT COMMEMORATES THE CREATION OF THE
WORLD IN SIX DAYS AND THE SEVENTH DAY OF REST. SHABBAT IS A
SPECIAL TIME FOR PEOPLE TO COME TOGETHER EACH WEEK TO BE
WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS, TO REST, TO THINK, TO SHARE, TO SING,
AND TO HAVE A GOOD TIME. THE OBSERVANCE OF SHABBAT BEGINS
WITH A TRADITIONAL RITUAL THAT INCLUDES BLESSINGS WHILE
LIGHTING CANDLES, DRINKING WINE, AND EATING CHALLAH
(TWISTED EGG BREAD).  
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NON-JEWISH HOLIDAYS
AS A SCHOOL, WE DO NOT CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN OR VALENTINE'S
DAY.  BOTH CELEBRATIONS ARE RELATED TO THE CHRISTIAN SAINT
DAYS CALENDAR AND ARE NOT COMPATIBLE WITH OUR JUDAIC
FOCUS OR WITH CONGREGATION BETH AMI AS AN INSTITUTION.  

PLEASE SUPPORT US BY TELLING YOUR CHILDREN THAT OUR
COSTUME HOLIDAY WITH TREATS IS PURIM, WHEN WE DRESS UP AND
DISTRIBUTE MISHLOACH MANOT (GIFTS OF FOOD).  PLEASE ALSO
SUPPORT US BY THE FOLLOWING:

DO NOT BRING CANDY TO SCHOOL, IN LUNCH OR TO
DISTRIBUTE TO THE CHILDREN (AT ANY TIME, BUT SPECIFICALLY)
FOR HALLOWEEN
DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD WEARING A COSTUME TO SCHOOL
FOR HALLOWEEN
DO NOT BRING VALENTINE'S DAY OR HALLOWEEN CARDS OR
OTHER RELATED ITEMS TO SCHOOL

AS A PART OF OUR MULTICULTURAL FOCUS, WE WELCOME FAMILIES
WITH OTHER TRADITIONS AND CELEBRATIONS TO BRING US
INFORMATION AND MATERIALS ABOUT THEM.  AS AN EXAMPLE, WE
HAVE HAD PARENTS VISIT CLASSROOMS DURING LUNAR NEW YEAR
TO INTRODUCE THE CHILDREN TO THAT HOLIDAY. PLEASE SPEAK TO
TEACHERS ABOUT THE APPROPRIATENESS OR DESIRABILITY OF
ACTIVITIES OR TREATS FOR CELEBRATIONS OTHER THAN JEWISH
HOLIDAYS.
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